Section IV
A Glim pse of Our Sc

hools

Central T ree Middle School
281 Main Street
Rutland, MA 01543

Princip al: C. Erik Githmark

Central Tree Middle School consists of approximately four
hundred fifty students in grades five through eight, support-
ed by thirty one teachers and additional support staff. The
faculty at Central Tree Middle School remains committed to
improving the quality of instruction, increasing parent
involvement, and fostering a safe and orderly school envi-
ronment.

Student assessments are the cornerstone to student
achievement. By assessing a student's achievement, we
can look at curriculum areas that need to be improved,
adjusted, or changed. It also allows us to assess and deter-
mine the types of professional development offered to our
staff. In addition to every day classroom assessments that
are based on our curriculum, we review MCAS data to
assess student performance. We are pleased to see
improvements on the MCAS, such as the increase in num-
bers of students in the Advanced and Proficient categories.
Staff continues to focus on improving instruction through the
use of new technologies such as RM Math software,
SmartBoards and updated computer hardware.

Parent involvement is crucial to the success of Central Tree
Middle School. Our PTO continues to grow in membership
and in parent involvement. The PTO continues to provide
our students with age appropriate activities such as after
school movies and with fundraising to support staff and
school initiatives. The Winter Spell-a-thon for students in
grades seven and eight collected over $1,700 for correctly
spelled content area words. The proceeds of the Spell-a-
thon went to support programs in seventh and eighth
grades and to improve the landscaping around our school.
The PTO also supports students with the MCAS healthy
snack program, which provides students with healthy
snacks and drinks during MCAS testing.

In addition to the focus on academic improvement, we con-

tinue to look for ways to enhance our school climate. An
Anti-Bullying Task Force, consisting of representatives at
each grade level, meets on a monthly basis to develop pro-
grams and initiatives to eliminate bullying, teasing and
harassment. A Student of the Month Program acknowl-
edges students in a variety of areas. We are using our
school slogan, REACH (Responsibility, Excellence,
Achievement, Character and Honor), which represents the
school's core values, to determine the student of the month
from each grade. The CTMS Student Council had an active
year. In December, a candy cane fundraiser raised enough
money to purchase livestock through the Heifer Project, and
over one hundred Rutland senior citizens attended our
annual Holiday Breakfast. In response to the victims of
Hurricane Katrina, students held The Amazing Penny Race,
which raised over six thousand dollars mostly in change
and dollar bills. In an effort to address the ever-increasing
concern for online student safety, Worcester District
Attorney liaison Ellen Miller spoke with parents and stu-
dents to teach them how to remain safe while going online.
In March, a presentation covering highlights of the book Get
Out of My Life, but First Could You Drive Me & Cheryl to the
Mall: A Parent's Guide to the New Teenager by Anthony E.
Wolf, will give parents an opportunity to learn more about
the various social, emotional and parental relationships
found in a teenager's life.

Chocksett Middle School
40 Boutelle Road
Sterling, MA 01564
Princip al: Marguerite D. Snow

Chocksett Middle School staff and faculty welcomed back
four hundred twenty nine students in September 2005.
Students returned to a school where the educational pro-
gram is designed to meet the needs of students making the
transition from childhood to adolescence. During the
course of the year the staff emphasized experiences that
fostered growth toward students becoming independent
learners who are motivated and self-directed. The core val-
ues of the school stress educational excellence and individ-
ual potential, emphasize ethical behavior and productive
effort, promote the acceptance of human diversity, and rein-
force respect and responsibility.
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The instructional program throughout the 2005 - 2006 year
continues to be grounded in the State frameworks and
reflects outcomes that address what students should know
and be able to know. The expectation is that all students
will succeed and the faculty work hard to ensure that they
do. Chocksett Middle School students continue to perform
well on the state mandated MCAS tests.

Chocksett Middle School provides an atmosphere that is
intellectually challenging, yet recognizes that students have
physical, emotional and social needs that should be
addressed. Throughout the school year, students partici-
pate in challenging and motivating enrichment programs.
They develope self-confidence, enhance their physical abil-
ities, and practice team building when they participate in the
school's Project Adventure Challenge Course. Students
also took part in a hands-on approach to learning music in
the school's twenty-station electronic piano lab. Fifth grade
students spent time each day on Successmaker math soft-
ware. This program provided practice and acceleration for
all students. In addition, students who chose to were able
to access this program from their home computers via the
Internet. The Chicago Math series provides the base for
mathematics instruction throughout the middle grades.
Developed by the University of Chicago and endorsed by
the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, this math-
ematics program reinforces basic skills while challenging all
students to think critically and creatively.

Chocksett Middle School builds time into the school day for
students to take part in creative exploration and enrichment.
During Academic Enrichment Time students can take part in
the art club, the walking club, weight lifting, the yearbook,
the school store, and the student council. They can also
visit the library or practice strategy in the chess club.
Teachers are available for extra help and students use this
time to make up quizzes or tests. In addition, the various
grade level choruses, band and string ensembles meet to
practice during this time.

Fifth and sixth grade teachers continue to use Responsive
Classroom strategies with students. Teachers hold morning
meetings, develop classroom constitutions, and guide stu-
dents' awareness about rules and logical consequences.

Extracurricular athletic activities during the 2005-2006
school year include: soccer, field hockey, track and field,
cross-country, basketball, cheerleading, and baseball and
softball. Students also participated in student council, acted
as eighth grade class officers, and took part in food drives
at holiday time and fund raising activities throughout the
year. The Chocksett Student Council sponsored several
fundraisers to raise money for the victims of Hurricane
Katrina. They held a school dance, sold wrist bracelets,
and orchestrated a "Hat Day." All the money raised was
donated to the American Red Cross. Additionally, the stu-
dent council sponsored school dances, organized a school
"Clean Up Day" in April, and raised money for the end of the
school year eighth grade field trip and activities. Eighth

grade students raised money for class activities by spon-
soring a candy cane sale in December and a chocolate lol-
lipop sale for Valentine's Day.

The Chocksett PTO provided enrichment programs, field
trip transportation, and mini-grants to teachers, and volun-
teers for the classrooms. Programs they sponsored includ-
ed three hour-long workshops presented by the Museum of
Science, myths and folk stories performed by the Nappy
Puppets, a workshop that involved building a Geodome
structure in the Houghton gym, and a presentation for sixth
grade students by a costumed Galileo. In addition, the par-
ent teacher group sponsored the school-wide "Talent Show"
in June, and an evening program for parents and students
focused on geography and a hugh "Earth Balloon."
Additionally, they were generous in supporting an after
school homework help program titled ASAP, Academic
Student Assistance Program. Clearly, the commitment
shown by the parents and the community enriched the edu-
cational experience at Chocksett Middle School during the
2005 - 2006 school year.

Davis Hill Element ary School
80 Jamieson Road
Holden, MA 01520

Princip al: Karen J. Gaskin

Davis Hill Elementary is a community school with 500 stu-
dents in kindergarten through grade five. We strive to pro-
vide a safe and caring environment with the participation of
dedicated parents and staff. The school values its focus on
learning, meeting the individual needs of students, and
community outreach.

The programs used at Davis Hill accommodate diverse
learning styles and the differentiated needs of our students.
Successmaker,  Writers' Workshop, Independent
Investigation Method (IIM), Second Step, Fundations, and
the University of Chicago's Everyday Math Program are
school-wide programs that afford students instruction based
on research and standards. Successmaker software pro-
vides students the opportunity to work at their individual
level on math, reading, and writing skills. Writer's
Workshop is a writing program in which students learn the
process of writing, from pre-writing activities through publi-
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cation. The Independent Investigation Method (IIM) teach-
es students the research process. Students from kinder-
garten through grade 5 learn a set of skills that allows them
to gather, analyze, organize, and share information. The
program teaches students to become independent, respon-
sible researchers and is differentiated according to grade
level, skill level, and academic need. Second Step is a vio-
lence prevention program taught in kindergarten through
grade three. The program is designed to help children learn
to empathize, control their impulses, solve interpersonal
problems, and manage their anger. The Wilson Fundations
program is used in the primary grades and is a phonologi-
cal/phonemic awareness, phonics and spelling program for
the general education classroom. The Everyday Math cur-
riculum uses a spiral instructional approach, encouraging
students to build their mathematical knowledge from the
basics to higher-order thinking and critical problem solving
skills. Teachers in grade 5 are using new computer soft-
ware with their students. Easiteach is a set of specialized
interactive computer tools that enhances the teaching of
math processes with greater pupil involvement.

Teachers make every effort to meet the individual needs of
their learners. In kindergarten through grade 3 and in grade
5, teachers use the DIBELS, Dynamic Indicators of Basic
Early Literacy Skills, assessment tool. These individual,
brief tasks help the teachers monitor students' progress and
determine areas of need for intervention with at-risk stu-
dents. The teachers continue to monitor students' skills
throughout the year. At-risk students may also have a
Regular Education Accommodation Plan that emphasizes
the appropriate accommodations and support needed for
children within the regular education program. Davis Hill
Elementary School has been a Title | school for six years,
providing additional services through a grant for qualifying
students to address improvement of reading and math
skills.

Other learning opportunities include Camp Sargent,
Destination Imagination (DI), and LEGO Engineering. The
fifth graders attend a weeklong Boston University program
at Camp Sargent in Hancock, New Hampshire dedicated to
teaching skills involving multi-sensory learning, science of
the woodlands and waterways, team building, adventure
activity, and environmental protection issues. The program
provides children with positive experiences of how they can
make a difference in the social and environmental future of
the world. The school and our PTA support Destination
Imagination (DI) teams for the International Problem
Solving Tournament. This program uses the multiple intelli-
gences of students to build skills, such as problem solving,
teamwork and divergent thinking. Through the efforts of
enthusiastic volunteers, students have been able to partici-
pate in a variety of after school LEGO Engineering pro-
grams from kindergarten through grade 5. Students are
provided opportunities to design, plan, and cooperatively
engage in engineering activities through teamwork.

Our students participate in community service projects,

making monthly donations to the Wachusett Food Pantry.
Students donated to the Telegram & Gazette Santa during
the holidays. Teams of students purchased holiday gifts for
needy families and seniors. Students took part in "Project
Backpack" supplying items of need and want for children
displaced by Hurricane Katrina.

Community connections are highly valued. The Holden Fire
Department and Holden Police Department conduct pro-
grams for students at all grade levels. Officer Sculthorpe, a
Holden Police Officer, is assigned as school liaison to
develop a positive relationship between school age children
and the Department. We welcome student teachers from
local colleges to come to our school for observations and
practicum experiences. The school also houses the Holden
Recreational Department's Before School and After-School
Child-Care Program.

Davis Hill is supported by an active and enthusiastic group
of volunteers and caring and involved parents. Our PTA
sponsors many family night programs, field trip transporta-
tion, and enrichment programs for our students. The
administration and staff of Davis Hill are thankful for the
many parents and seniors who come into Davis Hill on a
daily basis to work with students and to assist teachers.

Dawson Element ary School
155 Salisbury S treet
Holden, MA 01520
Princip al: Charles T . Gruszka

Dawson continues to engage its students in a challenging
educational environment with projects and events that
enhance learning and reach out to the community. This
year Dawson students once again participated in Holiday
Helper to purchase toys and clothing for children at Abby's
House. Working together with the PTA, the Student Council
collected food for the Wachusett Food Pantry. The Student
Council also had a penny fund drive for the Make a Wish
Foundation, sponsored a school-wide poster contest with
the theme of showing care and concern for others and
helped organize paper recycling at Dawson School.

These activities are linked to the Dawson philosophy of
encouraging all students to be lovable, capable and caring.
Regular school-wide assemblies are held to nurture this
message and recognitions for positive behavior and accom-
plishments of both students and staff are presented.
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Academically, students utilize many programs based on the
most current learning standards such as the Everyday Math
Program, the Science Through Experimentation Program,
the Successmaker Integrated Software Program and
Handwriting Without Tears. Each year Dawson organizes
Continents Month, an integrated unit of study, where each
grade level focuses on one of the continents. Students
complete independent research projects and special art
projects. Parents prepare buffets of foods for each grade
level that relate to each continent and come to class as
guest speakers to share their travel experiences. A
Continents Challenge Quiz Bowl is held, involving all stu-
dents in grades 3-5 competing on multiage teams.

Vigorous fund raising permits the PTA to provide numerous
cultural and enrichment programs for students as well as
provide bus transportation for field trips for each grade
level. A strong group of parent volunteers support learning
by giving time each week. This year 15 parents were
trained by primary teachers to be Literacy Volunteers in
support of the primary grades reading program.
Community resources, such as the Wachusett Watershed,
present environmental classes that relate to curriculum
study and Nature Trail use at Dawson. A field day organ-
ized by the PTA in conjunction with the Dawson physical
education teacher will round out the many offerings for chil-
dren at Dawson School this year.

Houghton Element ary School
32 Boutelle Road
Sterling, MA 01564
Princip al: Anthony M. Cipro, Jr

Houghton Elementary School is a child-centered school
focused on learning. The school has a population of five
hundred children within a grade span of kindergarten
through grade four. The school seeks to provide its children
with a strong foundation in basic skills and opportunities to
extend the thinking of young minds. By matching children's

natural curiosity with literature, mathematics, science/tech-
nology, the arts, and the environment, our school fosters life
long learning for these future citizens of the twenty-first cen-
tury.

Houghton Elementary School promotes and reinforces
social values that exist in society: respect, responsibility,
kindness, honesty, and cooperation. Children, like adults,
are social beings. Houghton is a place which promotes a
true sense of community where children care to learn and
learn to care.

Staff, parents, volunteers, and guests need to serve as
appropriate models for young children. The responsibility of
public education is significant and must be shared by all the
public: school staff, parents, local government and its citi-
zens. Then in unison it can be stated: We believe our chil-
dren are the future.

Houghton Highlights of the 2005-2006 School Year

--Expansion of Homelink (Successmaker home access)
to 20% of Houghton families;

--Increase in the children's library book collection to
over 13,500 books;

--Initiation of school neighborhood assemblies;
--Extensive involvement of Sterling community in the
school including: Community Reading Day, Sterling
Historical Society for local history, donation of mulch by
Sterling Peat, donation of ice cream by Davis Farm for
school fundraisers involving over two hundred parent
volunteers;

--Continued cooperation between Houghton and
Chocksett PTO's with major fundraisers;

--Increased curriculum and cultural enrichment pro-
grams for children to complement curriculum with guest
speakers funded by the PTO;

--Grade 3 child volunteers trained by scout leaders in
the folding of the American flag;

--Involvement of children in total school community by:
grade 4 participating in the school's daily office morn-
ing announcements and weekly school paper recycling
efforts; grade 3 in charge of daily raising of the school's
flag; grade 2 in charge of watering flower beds;
--PTO-sponsored Chess Club during winter recesses
for grades 2, 3, 4;

--School-wide effort on connecting Heifer Project to the
schools annual March Reading Challenge;
--Incorporation of a staff-sponsored Literacy Night as
part of the PTO Book Fair;

--Initiation of Parent Lunch Weeks

“If e ver yone ist hinking alik

e t hen somebody is no

tt hinking.”
Geor ge S. Pat on
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Dr. Leroy E. Mayo Element ary School
351 Bullard S treet
Holden, MA 01520
Princip al: Judith K. Evans

Dr. Leroy E. Mayo Elementary School is a Kindergarten
through grade five school with a population of approximate-
ly 500 students which opened its doors in September 1999.
The mission of Mayo School is to educate, inspire, and
empower all members of the learning community. Students
and staff are committed to enhancing the lives of the school
community and the lives of others by upholding the highest
standards of quality and integrity.

Children at Mayo School are provided with a solid educa-
tional foundation necessary to be successful throughout
their academic lives. Daily curriculum at each grade level is
based on the Wachusett Regional School District
Curriculum Frameworks, which are aligned with the
Massachusetts State Curriculum Frameworks. Children
develop a strong foundation in mathematics through the
use of the Everyday Mathematics Program. In addition,
special emphasis is placed on providing students with
weekly instruction and practice in problem solving strate-
gies. Students benefit from a balanced approach to read-
ing and language arts, that provides instruction in phono-
logical awareness, phonics, fluency, comprehension, oral
language development, and writing. Students in grades K-
3 develop a strong reading foundation through the use of a
comprehensive phonological awareness and word study
program called First Hand. This program works to provide
students with strong phonological awareness skills and to
build word study and spelling connections. Fundations, a
research -based prevention and early intervention program
is utilized in the regular education classroom to supplement
instruction and for providing intervention to help reduce the
incidence of reading and spelling failure. This early instruc-
tion, coupled with the use of high quality trade books and
the teaching of reading strategies that continues through
grades 4 and 5, provides students with the ingredients nec-
essary to foster reading proficiency and a life-long love of
reading.

Literacy remains an important ingredient in Mayo School's
PTA sponsored enrichment programs. This year's reading
initiative, "Blast Off to Reading," documents students' inde-
pendent reading with individual book stars placed on a rock-
et in the main hallway of the school. Drawings are held at
each monthly assembly to present books to children in each
classroom as well as to school staff. Other literacy events
this year have included the annual Mayo Literacy Genre
Parade, Dr. Seuss Reading Day, and two PTA sponsored
book fairs and reading nights. Through these programs lit-
eracy becomes an integral part of the school day and year.

Technology is an essential ingredient in the education of
Mayo students. All students receive reading and math
instruction tailored to their individual needs through the
Successmaker Integrated Software Program. Students and
teachers utilize programs such as Kidspiration, Inspiration,
PowerPoint, Accelerated Math, Accelerated Reader, Excel
and Word as well as networked computers and SmartBoard
projection units to provide and receive individualized
instruction, demonstrations, and slide presentations.

For the third year, Mayo School has offered students the
opportunity to supplement their classroom preparation for
MCAS through participation in a before-school MCAS
Academy Program. The MCAS Academy, a School
Initiative Program, is offered on a fee-for-service basis to all
third, fourth, and fifth grade students to strengthen test-tak-
ing strategies and to provide opportunities for practice with
MCAS-style questions. Over ninety children are participat-
ing this year. In addition, for the first time this year, Mayo
School has been fortunate to be able to offer a before-
school Reading Intervention Program for students in grades
one and two who are in need of additional instruction. Itis
hoped that with this extra time on task these students will
develop the skills and confidence needed to be successful
in the regular classroom. These types of academic support
programs give children a boost in self-confidence, and most
importantly, a better chance to be successful in school.

Mayo School is proud of the working relationship it enjoys
with the community. The partnerships formed between the
staff, parents, and other community members insure that
the important adults in our students' lives are working from
a shared set of values and goals. A new community initia-
tive program to be held this year is the Mayo Science
Exploration Night. This event brings together parents, K-5
students, WRHS honor society volunteers and local scien-
tists to stimulate interest and excitement in the field of sci-
ence. Parents and children attend presentations and take
part in hands-on activities in the areas of physical, chemi-
cal, space, environmental, life, and engineering science.
Parents and students leave the night with take home ideas

“Imagination is mor

e impor tantt hankno wledg e.”

Alber tEins tein
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to continue the explorations on their own. The Mayo PTA
has provided assistance and funding for this program. In
addition they have provided many other services including
sponsoring the Reflections Art Program, Mayo Night at the
Ice Cats, the 2nd Annual Halloween Family Mt. Wachusett
Hike, Vacation Movie Events, the Annual Fall Craft Fair, and
transportation to all field trips.

Positive community values, beliefs, and attitudes such as
tolerance of differences, care for the environment and
social cooperation continue to be promoted throughout
Mayo School. Each classroom group took part in a pres-
entation and discussion on bullying prevention. Students
are encouraged to become involved in the broader commu-
nity, to prepare themselves for responsible citizenship, fur-
ther learning, and productive working lives. The school wel-
comes community partnerships through participation in
grade three senior citizen pen pals, through our Holiday
Helpers Program in which students provide holiday gifts for
the needy in the community, and through classroom out-
reach efforts to members of the armed forces, communities
affected by natural disasters, and local food pantries.

Mountview Middle School
270 Shrewsbury S treet
Holden, MA 01520
Princip al: John F. Sullivan

Mountview Middle School is comprised of approximately
seven hundred students in grades six, seven and eight,
forty-eight teachers and another twenty support staff who
work together to foster a safe and educationally vibrant
environment. The core values of the school are respect and
responsibility. The students actively participate in a rich
academic program, anchored in a comprehensive District-
wide curriculum. Mountview's students represent a diverse
group of learners, socially, intellectually and developmen-
tally. To meet the challenge of addressing the individual
and global needs of students, the school employs a host of
different strategies such as curriculum compacting, technol-
ogy education, thematic approaches to curriculum, and

integrated, interdisciplinary teaching. Accelerated reading
and math programs, as well as a myriad of special educa-
tion programs, support a balanced approach to serving stu-
dents.

Opportunities exist for students to participate in a variety of
additional activities, such as: the National Geography Bee,
Science Olympiad, Social Studies Olympiad, Math Counts,
New England Mathematics League, Boston Globe
Scholastic Arts Awards, the Quabbin Valley Music Festival,
Central District Music Festival, Mountview Mentors, civic
and community based fundraising and activities and the
DARE and PAAD programs to name just a few. Mountview
has initiated a collaborative field-based science program
with the Alden Laboratory group in Holden, created CSI life
science experiments and hands- on physical science expe-
riences working with state and local accident reconstruction
teams to bring real world scientific application experiences
to the classroom. Students participate in many satellite
education field trips such as trips to Lowell, Newburyport,
America's Stonehenge and Mount Wachusett. Students
also actively participate in Poetry Nights, Winter Concerts,
Spring Concerts, Student Council, Mountview Players and
other performance-based opportunities. Particularly note-
worthy is our annual school musical production. Our
Mountview Mentor program allows our students the oppor-
tunity to work with pre-school aged children in collaboration
with the Immanuel Lutheran Pre-School.

In addition to these academic opportunities, students are
encouraged to participate in extracurricular activities.
Mountview's sports program includes soccer, track, cross-
country, field hockey, basketball and cheerleading.
Mountview also offers baseball and softball teams for stu-
dents during the spring. Students participate in the LEGO
Robotics League competitions, chess clubs and intramural
sports activities. Mountview students participate in commu-
nity outreach programs and events such as the Mountview
Mentors, Senior Breakfast, Easter Seals fundraiser,
Thanksgiving Day Basket program, and the Holiday Angel
program. Students have developed and supported addi-
tional civic-minded activities such as the Tsunami Relief
Fund, Stuff the Bus food drive, the Operation Mustang sup-
port program for the armed services personnel and a vol-
unteer program supporting the Special Olympics.

Parental involvement is a key component in the school's
success and is evident in many aspects of daily life at
Mountview. Parent volunteerism is encouraged through the
PTA, School Council, Coffee and Chat forums with the prin-
cipal, the magazine drive, participation on the yearbook
committee, chaperones, various school activity volunteers
and in many other ways throughout the year.

Mountview is proud of the range of opportunities that are
offered to students, as well as the students' active partici-
pation and achievement.
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Naquag Element ary School
285 Main Street
Rutland, MA 01543
Princip al: Darryll A. McCall, Ed.D.

The Naquag Elementary School, administrators, teachers
and support staff continue to maintain high expectations for
students, both socially and academically, in order to provide
the students and families of Rutland with a solid education-
al background from which they can grow. We are very
proud of our student performance on the MCAS where
Naquag remains extremely high on both the District and
State levels.

Naquag's sustained high level of achievement is accom-
plished through the use of specified learning programs
designed to meet the needs of our students as well as
assessments that define areas of strength and weakness.
In reading/language arts, the Open Court Reading Program
is used from Kindergarten through grade four in order for
students to develop a more consistent understanding of
phonics, phonemic awareness and literary comprehension.
Teachers in grades kindergarten, one, two and three use
the DIBELS, Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy
Skills, assessment program to track progress in student flu-
ency. All Kindergarten students, as well as targeted stu-
dents in grades one, two and three, also receive
Fundations, a Wilson Reading program that focuses on
both phonemic and phonological awareness. The
Everyday Math Program is also used at all grade levels and
cycles the students through concepts and algorithms that
they constantly revisit and review. In addition, the
Successmaker computer program provides students with
individualized learning opportunities intended to focus on
math and reading. The program also serves as an assess-
ment for teachers to continually monitor student progress
and highlight areas in need of review.

Technology remains an important part of the educational
programming at Naquag. Twenty classrooms now have
SmartBoards and projectors that are used daily by the
teachers and students. Classroom computers have been
updated to meet the needs of more demanding software.
Naquag recognizes the importance of continually updating

equipment and programs and, within budget limitations, will
continue to do so.

Although Naquag is the third largest school in the District
with over 650 pupils enrolled, we continue to provide stu-
dents with the feel of a small school environment. Grade
level teams work closely with one another to offer each
class and grade their own unique programs, field trips and
experiences. At the same time, classes often work outside
of their grade levels with reading buddy programs and men-
toring activities. We also have whole school activities and
programs, including our December concert, that bring stu-
dents together as a community.

The successful communication between home and school
continue to benefit the Naquag community. In addition to
the usual high level of communication between the school
and parents, the message sign which was purchased and
erected along Main Street last year by the Friends of
Rutland Education (FORE) continues to provide the entire
Rutland Community with another avenue of awareness for
important school events, activities and dates. Teachers and
administrators at Naquag have also developed web pages
that are regularly accessed by families at home. Utilizing
the easy-to-navigate Teacher's Web Program, students and
families can easily retrieve homework and project informa-
tion. Monthly newsletters, including hardcopies and web-
based versions of Naquag News, continue to inform parents
of events and other matters of importance at our school.

Naquag Elementary School, in cooperation with the Rutland
Recreation Department, makes available a variety of pro-
grams for students during the school year such as arts and
crafts, karate and floor hockey as well as other before and
after school services.

The Naquag School community is committed to bringing
quality educational programs to the school. Thanks to the
hard work of parent volunteers, staff, the Rutland Cultural
Council and FORE, Naquag has hosted several wonderful
educational programs such as the demonstration from the
WPI Robotics Team, Larry Blotter and the Sorcerer's Poem,
Wind Over Wings, Old Sturbridge Village, Roger Ticknell
and much more.

Finally, as part of a school-wide goal to provide students
with opportunities to participate in community service learn-
ing projects, Naquag students partook in two activities
designed to assist others in need. Last fall, students col-
lected backpacks containing school items and clothing for
victims of Hurricane Katrina. Over 100 backpacks were col-
lected and delivered to the North Houston School District to
assist displaced students. In the spring, students partici-
pated in the Pennies for Patients fundraiser to benefit the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. The $1,000 goal was
reached within the first week of the three week project.
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Paxton Center School
West Street
Paxton, MA 01612
Princip al: Anthony M. DeFrino

The opportunities available to students for a successful
learning experience at Paxton Center School continue to
grow. Building on our programming modifications and the
faculty's focus on the Massachusetts Curriculum
Frameworks and the District's Curriculum Guides, student
achievement on the early reading assessment (DIBELS) in
grade K-3 and the Massachusetts Comprehensive
Assessment System (MCAS) continue to show high
achievement by Paxton students.

Based on the results of the DIBELS and MCAS assess-
ments, teachers at all grade levels have examined results
and have made instructional changes to provide a program
that meets all the standards and affords students of all abil-
ities to reach their potential. Workshops have been con-
ducted for all teachers to provide them with instructional
strategies, which can be employed to meet this objective.

Successmaker continues to be used by teachers of grades
K-5 students as a computer tool designed to help students
develop academic skills at the student's individual level as
programmed by their classroom teacher. Math and reading
continue to be emphasized with spelling, algebra and cus-
tomized programs designed by teachers also available.
The skills the students will be developing are aligned with
the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System.
Students utilize the program for approximately forty-five to
sixty minutes per week.

The Second Step Program, a social skills program, contin-
ues in grades K-5 this year. This program includes such
topics as anger management, impulse control and peer
pressure.

Using technology to facilitate learning is also an integral
part of the school's educational program. We have added
SmartBoards to all classrooms in grades 1-8. Teachers
have received professional development on the use of
SmartBoards in the classroom. This integration of technol-
ogy allows teachers to access the web in their classrooms,

apply instructional technology, individualized instruction and
use technology for class presentations and development.

Paxton students and staff continue to be supportive in a
variety of community activities. Seventh and eighth grade
students, again this year, are involved in helping seniors
become Cyber Seniors at the Senior Center. Middle school
science students are building a composting bin for the
school. The Student Council hosted approximately ninety
senior citizens at a holiday season breakfast, where guests
were entertained by the students. Students proudly repre-
sented their school and community at this annual event.
Student Council will have a penny drive again this year and
donate the money to Make a Wish Foundation. Mr.
Wahlstrom continues the school recycling program with stu-
dent volunteers each week.

The Paxton Center School staff wishes to thank all mem-
bers of the Paxton community for their continued support.
As a result of the community's continued support, we will
complete our window replacement project this week. All
single pane windows will be replaced, with the exception of
the cafeteria windows, with highly efficient double pane win-
dows. Special thanks are extended to the Paxton Center
School PTO, the Friends of Paxton Center School and all
the parents and members of the community who have vol-
unteered to work with the faculty and students.

Thomas Prince School
170 Sterling Road
Princeton, MA 01541
Princip al: Mary E. Cringan

Thomas Prince is a school where everyone comes togeth-
er to promote learning and high academic achievement.
Four hundred and thirty six students in grades kindergarten
through eight and fifty-six teachers and support staff work
together to accomplish its goals each school day. Thomas
Prince School is truly a community of learners, a place
where staff and students, along with parents, have a shared
vision of what the school is seeking to accomplish. Our
mission continues to be a school comprised of a communi-
ty of learners in which individuals reach his/her maximum
potential intellectually, socially, emotionally, and physically.
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Our students participate in a rigorous academic program,
which has been adopted by the District. The District contin-
ually revises the curriculum guidelines based on the most
current frameworks from the Massachusetts Department of
Education. The MCAS tests are based on these frame-
works and it is our responsibility to prepare our students for
these tests. Thomas Prince students continue to demon-
strate improvement in all MCAS tests. Over the past ten-
year period, Thomas Prince has also shown remarkable
progress in achievement as defined by the Metropolitan
Achievement Test (MAT-8).

Thomas Prince has been fortunate to benefit from the
District's upgrade of the Successmaker program. This com-
puter program is designed to help students develop aca-
demic skills at their own level. We have focused our atten-
tion on math concepts and skills, and reading. Parents also
have the unique opportunity to purchase the software and
have their children use the program at home. Teachers are
able to print detailed assessment reports that monitor stu-
dent success. All students in grades one through five use
Successmaker.

DIBELS, Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills,
is another assessment tool that teachers in kindergarten
through grade three are using. Each student is evaluated
three times a year and his or her progress is monitored.
Teachers are able to instruct students in their areas of
weakness. Progress monitoring is done in fall, winter and
spring. All District schools have adopted this new program.
It is another method we use to help teachers reach each
and every student's potential.

Many students at Thomas Prince are eager to help others in
our community, as well as in the world. The students have
collected money, clothes, toys, food and items for troops
serving in Iraq, hurricane victims, animal shelters, homeless
shelters for veterans and children, St. Jude's Hospital,
Children's School Walk for Diabetes, local food banks, and
other charitable agencies. It is important to us that our stu-
dents see that they can help others less fortunate than
themselves. Our student athletes compete on the highest
levels. Our cross-country and track runners were once
again champions of the District. Our girls' basketball team
earned the 2006 District Championship Title.

The Thomas Prince School staff wishes to express our
appreciation to all members of the TPS community for their
continued support. The PTA supports our programming by
providing cultural enrichment programs such as plays,
musicals programs, science related workshops, and pro-
grams against bullying and teasing. The spaghetti supper,
cake walk/ice cream social, and other fundraising activities
bring the community together.

Wachusett Regional High School
1401 Main Street
Holden, MA 01520
Princip al: Sheila M. Frias

Wachusett Regional High School continues to pursue its
mission of preparing students for their lives following high
school. This preparation entails providing all students with
the skills they will need to continue their education. The
mission is implemented in a number of ways. First, all stu-
dents are held to a rigorous set of graduation requirements
that ensures that they master a common core curriculum. In
the first two high school grades, this core provides all stu-
dents with the content and skills they will need in more
advanced courses during their junior and senior years while
providing solid preparation for the Massachusetts
Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS). The out-
standing performance of Wachusett students on MCAS pro-
vides testimony to the efficacy of this approach.

The Wachusett Regional High School administration and
faculty are implementing a new structure for our high
school, coinciding with the renovation of the high school
facility. We are establishing two structures within the high
school, an Upper and a Lower School. The implementation
of the Upper and Lower Schools creates a school structure
large enough to accommodate the growing school popula-
tion and provide features that support student learning, as
are common in smaller school settings.

The Lower School consists of two ninth/tenth-grade houses
where the program focuses on the freshman transition to
high school, personalized learning, and a strong academic
foundation to prepare students for the MCAS assessments
and future success in high school studies. Each house will
serve its students with a dedicated faculty, assistant princi-
pal, special education liaisons, student government and
social activities. Ninth and tenth-grade students will take

“Those who do no

t hing ar

e ne verwr ong.”

Theodor e de Bouville
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their core curriculum (i.e., English, math, social studies, for-
eign language and science) in their house and leave the
Lower School for their elective classes, physical education,
health and lunch. Faculty in the core subjects teach the
same students creating a supportive learning community in
the Lower School.

In addition, all ninth graders take a course entitled
Freshman Seminar to help orient them to the high school
experience at Wachusett. The course content includes
MCAS test preparation, as well as a variety of academic
skills (e.g., library and research skills, reading and writing
skills, test-taking, study habits and note-taking skills).
Students also work on high school program planning, career
exploration and post-secondary planning.

While Wachusett's Lower School provides students with a
common core, the Upper School targets the more particular
aspirations of the older students. As such, the older stu-
dents must complete either a traditional college preparatory
program that conforms to the standards of the
Massachusetts State Board of Regents or meet the require-
ments of the Wachusett Partnership Program. The
Wachusett Partnership Program provides students who
have a career focus with the background they will need to
succeed in college. Each of the majors in this program has
been developed in conjunction with colleges and universi-
ties, and successful students can enter colleges with
advanced standing in their chosen field of study. With these
programs in place, school staff is confident that all students

who graduate from Wachusett have been prepared for high-
er education.

While college preparation is first and foremost at Wachusett,
the Wachusett community takes seriously its obligation to
educate the whole student. Health and physical education
are important aspects of graduation requirements and
speak to the belief in the importance of both a sound mind
and a sound body. Wachusett also has an interest in pro-
viding students with an outstanding education in the arts.
Wachusett has been repeatedly recognized as a Grammy
Signature School based on our participation in this national
music adjudication process. The Wachusett stage is the
scene for a number of outstanding theatrical performances
each year, and Wachusett's art students continue to pro-
duce excellent work that decorates the school and wins
awards at art shows.

Wachusett is also proud of the participation and perform-
ance of its athletes. Wachusett fields forty-six teams com-
prised of approximately eight hundred fifty athletes who are
very successful in all sports. Last year Wachusett, once
again, won the Broderick-Honan Trophy given to the school
with the best overall winning percentage in the very com-
petitive Midland-Wachusett League. In winter sports, our
girls indoor track team won the district championship with
two individual student athletes placing first in State compe-
tition in their respective events. Our boys basketball and
hockey teams both qualified for district playoffs.
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