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Pr og r ess Continues on t

he High Sc hool Pr oject

After many years of debate, controversy and study, the
long-awaited physical renewal of Wachusett Regional
High School is in full swing. The showpiece Media Center
has been completed, with the curved brick fagade facing
Main Street. The architectural details in the Media Center
include soft shades of neutral colors with accents of plum
and columns similar to those on the outside of the build-

ing.

The gymnasium was opened to use by the students dur-
ing the day for physical education classes and for prac-
tices and limited games after school. What a joyful day
for the students, as they had patiently waited through the
fall with no gymnasium at all and now they have access
to the new improved gymnasium. Unfortunately, the syn-
thetic floor which is to be installed around the wood floor
could not be installed during the winter, as the area must
open to allow for release of the fumes caused by the
installation. This flooring will be installed some time dur-
ing the summer.

Although it was necessary to start the high school year
four days later than the rest of the District, students were
able to attend some of their classes in new classrooms
and get a taste of what the final school might look like.
Throughout the year the students and staff were chal-

lenged as newly renovated rooms became available and
old rooms were released back to the contractor. Because
the modular classrooms are available, there will be suffi-
cient classroom space to meet the programmatic needs
even as classrooms are taken off line for renovation.
Many moves have taken place but the community has
come together and worked as a team with a vision for the
future.

It was disappointing for our athletic teams, which lost their
fields and indoor facilities to construction and were forced
to find temporary homes. There were no home games at
Wachusett during the fall season and only a handful of
home games during the winter season. Hopefully some
of the fields will be ready for fall sports in 2006.

In addition, our students have adjusted to a modified
lunch program throughout the school year. The old gym-
nasium was transformed into a cafeteria, but there was
not a working kitchen for the entire school year. Vending
machines were ordered; cold lunch was prepared offsite
and brought daily to the high school; pizza was brought in
several days per week. The cafeteria and kitchen will be
open and ready for the students in September 2006.




