
� � � � �� � �	 

� �� 
 �� � � � �� � �� � � �� � � � � 
 �

Central Tree Middle School consists of approximately three
hundred fifty (350) students in grades six through eight,
supported by thirty one (31) teachers and additional support
staff.  The faculty at Central Tree Middle School remains
committed to improving the quality of instruction, increasing
parent involvement, and fostering a safe and orderly school
environment. 

Student assessments are the cornerstone to student
achievement.  By assessing a student's achievement, we
can look at curriculum areas that need to be improved,
adjusted, or changed.  It also allows us to determine the
type of professional development offered to our staff.  In
addition to every day classroom assessments that are
based on our curriculum, we review MCAS data to measure
student performance.  We are pleased to see continued
improvements on MCAS Testing, specifically in the number
of students in the Advanced and Proficient categories. 

Parent involvement is crucial to the success of Central Tree
Middle School.  Our PTO continues to grow in membership
and in the number of sponsored events.   The PTO provides
our students with age-appropriate activities, such as after
school movies and with fundraising to support staff and
school initiatives.  The Winter Spell-a-thon for students in
grades six, seven and eight collected over $1,200 for cor-
rectly spelled content area words, with the proceeds sup-
porting academic and enrichment programs at our school.
A Family Bingo Night was held in November raising over
$1,000 in support of our clubs and organizations and a
Spaghetti Supper was held in March, raising over $2,000 to
support our growing music program.  The PTO also sup-
ports students with an MCAS healthy snack program, pro-
viding students with healthy snacks and drinks during
MCAS testing.  

In addition to the focus on academic improvement, we con-

tinue to look for ways to enhance our school climate.  A
Student of the Month Program acknowledges students in a
variety of areas.  We use our school slogan, REACH
(Responsibility, Excellence, Achievement, Character and
Honor), which represents the school's core values, to deter-
mine the student of the month from each grade.  We con-
tinue to offer a variety of athletic opportunities including field
hockey, track, basketball, cheerleading, baseball and soft-
ball.  Central Tree is proud to offer students additional
extracurricular opportunities including a Rocket Club,
Students for Social Justice, a Lego Robotics Club, the
CTMS Student Council, Yearbook Club, Drama Club and
Mathematics Club. 

Chocksett Middle School welcomed back four hundred
twenty (420) students in September 2007.  Students in
grades five through eight returned to a school where the
educational program is designed to meet the needs of stu-
dents making the transition from childhood to adolescence.
During the course of the year the staff, consisting of twen-
ty-eight (28) teachers and fifteen (15) support staff, empha-
size experiences that foster growth toward students becom-
ing independent learners who are motivated and self-direct-
ed.  The core values of the school stress respect and
responsibility, promote educational excellence and individ-
ual potential, emphasize ethical behavior and productive
effort, and reinforce the acceptance of human diversity.

The instructional program throughout the 2007-2008 school
year continues to be grounded in the State frameworks and
reflects outcomes that address what students should know
and be able to know.  The expectation is that all students
will succeed and the faculty works hard to ensure that they
do.  Chocksett Middle School students continue to perform
well on the State mandated MCAS tests.  Academic per-
formance for graduating eighth grade students continues to
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be recognized by The Chocksett Club, a local service
organization.  This June event honors high performing stu-
dents and their parents with a banquet attended by com-
munity members who recognize the importance of academ-
ic achievement.

For the third year in a row the Chocksett Middle School
PTO has generously funded ASAP, the After School
Assistance Program.  This program, which ran for two eight-
week sessions, helped students learn organizational skills
and provided homework assistance.  Under the guidance of
a classroom teacher, seventh and eighth grade student
mentors assisted younger students.  This popular program
ran eight weeks four days a week in the fall and then again
in the spring. 

ASAP is but one example of the community spirit that
Chocksett students bring to the school community.  The
Chocksett Student Council organization organized a Senior
Citizen's breakfast in December, which was attended by
sixty Sterling seniors.  The Chocksett Chorus provided the
holiday spirit with songs both old and new.  During the
school year the student council members organized school
dances, collected gifts for the needy, conducted fundraising,
and orchestrated a school-wide "Clean-up Day" in April.
This after school project attracted interested students who
raked the lawn and flowerbeds, spread mulch, and planted
flowers.  Afterwards, these students enjoyed pizza and
dessert in the cafeteria.

Chocksett Middle School provides an atmosphere that is
intellectually challenging, yet recognizes that students have
physical, emotional and social needs that should be
addressed.  Throughout the school year, students partici-
pate in challenging and motivating enrichment programs
after school.  Some of these opportunities include participa-
tion in Science Olympiad, the District-wide Mathletes com-
petitions, Central District Music Festival, and the Great East
Music Festival.  They also have the opportunity to join after
school sports teams that include: fall track and field, boys'
and girls' soccer, cheerleading, boys' and girls' basketball,
intramural volleyball, softball and baseball.  Students who
participate in sports are recognized for their participation at
the Winter or Spring Sports Banquets.  

Chocksett Middle School builds time into the school day for
students to take part in creative exploration and enrichment.
They develop self-confidence; enhance their physical abili-
ties, and practice team building when they participate in the
school's Project Adventure Challenge Course.  During
Academic Enrichment time students can take part in the art
club, the walking club, weight lifting, the yearbook, and the
school store.  Teachers are available for extra help and stu-
dents use this time to make up quizzes or tests.  In addition,
the various grade level choruses, band and string ensem-
bles meet to practice during this time.  Students who are try-
ing out for and/or participating in the Central District Music
competition use this time for practice.  Chocksett students
also take part in a hands-on approach to learning music in

the school's twenty-station electronic piano lab.  

Fifth grade teachers continue to use Responsive
Classroom strategies with students.  Teachers hold morning
meetings, develop classroom constitutions, and guide stu-
dents' awareness about rules and logical consequences.  

Chocksett Middle School is fortunate to have parents who
participate actively in the school community.  The PTO's
fundraising efforts this year included:  the Magazine Drive,
the Cookie Dough sale, and the Court Jesters Comedy
Basketball evening.  Funds raised from these activities sup-
ported field trip transportation, mini-grants to teachers, and
classroom enrichment activities.  These funds also helped
purchase supplies for athletic teams, funded stipends for
teachers participating in after school clubs and programs,
supported the Museum of Science program on presented to
fifth grade students.  Clearly, the commitment shown by the
parents and the community enriched the educational expe-
rience at Chocksett Middle School during the 2007-2008
school year.

Davis Hill Elementary is a community school with five hun-
dred nine (509) students in kindergarten through grade five.
We strive to provide a safe and caring environment with the
participation of dedicated parents and staff.  The school val-
ues its focus on learning, meeting the individual needs of
students, and community outreach.  

The programs used at Davis Hill accommodate diverse
learning styles and the differentiated needs of our students.
During the 2007-2008 school year, our staff has been work-
ing toward achieving the District's goals through the
Literacy Initiative.  Toward this end our school council and
staff have made plans to raise the bar in reading.  The DRA,
a reading assessment instrument, has been used this year
as a standard tool to better understand what our student's
levels are and where they need targeted help.  We are all
participating in professional development toward this end,
and the entire staff is committed to helping our students
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improve.

Writers' Workshop, Independent Investigation Method (IIM),
Second Step, Fundations, and the University of Chicago's
Everyday Math Program are school-wide programs that
afford students instruction based on research and stan-
dards.  Writer's Workshop is a writing program in which stu-
dents learn the process of writing, from pre-writing activities
through publication.  The Independent Investigation Method
(IIM) teaches students the research process.  Students from
kindergarten through grade five learn a set of skills that
allows them to gather, analyze, organize, and share infor-
mation.  The program teaches students to become inde-
pendent, responsible researchers and is differentiated
according to grade level, skill level, and academic need.
Second Step is a violence prevention program taught in
kindergarten through grade three.  The program is designed
to help children learn to empathize, control their impulses,
solve interpersonal problems, and manage their anger.  The
Wilson Fundations program is used in the primary grades
and is a phonological/phonemic awareness, phonics and
spelling program for the general education classroom.  The
Everyday Math curriculum uses a spiral instructional
approach, encouraging students to build their mathematical
knowledge from the basics to higher-order thinking and crit-
ical problem solving skills.  Teachers in grade five are using
new computer software with their students.  All teachers this
year have had professional development in the area of
math.  The goal of the professional development has been
to better understand the basics that must be mastered at
each grade level, and then develop curriculum that works in
harmony with the Everyday Math program.

Teachers make every effort to meet the individual needs of
their learners.  In kindergarten through grade five, teachers
use the DIBELS, Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy
Skills, assessment tool.  These individual, brief tasks help
the teachers monitor students' progress and determine
areas of need for intervention with at-risk students.  The
teachers continue to monitor students' skills throughout the
year.  At-risk students may also have a Regular Education
Accommodation Plan that emphasizes the appropriate
accommodations and support needed for children within the
regular education program.  

Other learning opportunities include Camp Sargent,
Destination Imagination (DI), Math Olympics and LEGO
Engineering.  The fifth graders attend a weeklong Boston

University program at Camp Sargent in Hancock, New
Hampshire dedicated to teaching skills involving multi-sen-
sory learning, science of the woodlands and waterways,
team building, adventure activity, and environmental pro-
tection issues.  The program provides children with positive
experiences of how they can make a difference in the social
and environmental future of the world.  The school and our
PTA support Destination Imagination (DI) teams for the
International Problem Solving Tournament.  This program
uses the multiple intelligences of students to build skills,
such as problem solving, teamwork and divergent thinking.
Through the efforts of enthusiastic volunteers, students
have been able to participate in a variety of after school
LEGO Engineering programs from kindergarten through
grade five.  Students are provided opportunities to design,
plan, and cooperatively engage in engineering activities
through teamwork.

Our students participate in community service projects,
making monthly donations to the Wachusett Food Pantry.
Students donated to the Telegram & Gazette Santa during
the holidays.  Teams of students purchased holiday gifts for
needy families and seniors.  In keeping with the tradition of
Davis Hill being the biggest contributor to our local food
pantry, we had a food and toy drive, organized and run by
third grade students.  It was a huge success.

Community connections are highly valued.  The Holden Fire
Department and Holden Police Department conduct pro-
grams for students at all grade levels.  Officer Sculthorpe, a
Holden Police Officer, is assigned as school liaison to
develop a positive relationship between school age children
and the Department.  We welcome student teachers from
local colleges to come to our school for observations and
practicum experiences.  The school also houses the Holden
Recreation Department's Before School and After-School
Child-Care Program.

There are many activities during the school year where chil-
dren and parents become involved.  Some of the events for
this year have been our annual Fall Festival, Veteran's Day
Recognition, Community Reading Day, the Holiday Fair,
Geo-Bee, Destination Imagination, Family Arts Night,
Family Picnic Day, and Kindergarten Orientation Day.
Throughout the year parents can be seen on a daily basis
providing important support by volunteering in classrooms
and with special projects.  
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Davis Hill is truly enriched by this active and enthusiastic
group of volunteers and caring and involved parents.  Our
PTA sponsors many family night programs, field trip trans-
portation, and enrichment programs for our students.  The
administration and staff of Davis Hill are thankful for the
many parents and seniors who come into Davis Hill on a
daily basis to work with students and to assist teachers.  

Dawson Elementary School continues to engage and chal-
lenge students in an environment that fosters the IALAC (I
am loving and caring) spirit.  Students and teachers identi-
fy and promote monthly school-wide themes that reinforce
social skills that will enable students to be responsible indi-
viduals.  Monthly assemblies are held to recognize those
students who may have been identified as demonstrating
the school-wide theme.  Students participated in a holiday
gift-giving activity through Abbey's House, donating gifts of
money for volunteers to purchase needed gifts for children
and adults.  Students continued their community outreach
through programs such as the NEADS program, Heifer
International, and the Wachusett Food Pantry.  The school
psychologist continues to meet with kindergartners once a
week where students gain social skills and develop an
understanding of empathy, problem solving and anger
management through The Second Step Program.

Enrichment programs have been planned and implemented
in a variety of ways.  Through the generosity of the PTA
programs are scheduled in the area of arts, science and
social students.  These programs allow students to expand
their understanding of different content areas.  These pro-
grams also enrich their understanding of the world around
them and to celebrate cultural differences.  Field trips and
other outside activities are planned and support the aca-
demic program that is being implemented at Dawson
Elementary School.

Grade five students who demonstrated an interest in math
presented an enrichment math challenge at a Dawson com-
munity event.  Students offered students and parents the
chance to participate in challenging math activities at all lev-

els.  This allows students to demonstrate their understand-
ing and love of math with others, while motivating their
peers to do the same.  

Academics is an area where students continue to progress.
Everyday Math is enriched through interactive learning and
technology.  Students in kindergarten through grade five
have been enriching their reading program through the
implementation of the Literacy Initiative.  This initiative is
enhancing reading comprehension through best practices
in instruction.   Students continue to be assessed in these
grades through Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy
Skills (DIBELS) and have expanded assessment to grade
four.  DRA (Developmental Reading Assessment) has been
implemented in all grades to assess reading comprehen-
sion and reading fluency. Step Science continues to be
taught to students in grades four and five.  This program
gives students an opportunity to deepen their understand-
ing of the science curriculum through experimentation and
inquiry.  Grade four students have a new science program
which will enhance the science curriculum.  Grade five has
implemented a new social studies series.  In addition to the
texts that are used in school, grade five students have their
social studies texts online.  Teachers are implementing
technology into their instruction through the Smartboards,
software programs, and the use internet programs such as
United Video Streaming.    

This year the District-wide Literacy Initiative has been
implemented in all grades.  Teachers continue to receive
training through the planned professional development
days throughout the year.  Consultants were scheduled to
work with teachers in grades four and five.  Literacy coach-
es have been scheduled to work with teachers monthly
throughout the year.  

Staff of Glenwood Elementary has worked diligently to
implement the District's new literacy initiative.  Teachers are
now administering the Developmental Reading Assessment
(DRA) in conjunction with DIBELS, fluency and compre-
hension assessments to better determine student progress
in reading.  These assessments aid teachers in the plan-
ning of focus lessons for the classes and for individual stu-
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dents to support them on their journey through the reading
process.  Teachers enjoy having common language and
focus when working with students and talking among them-
selves.  This information also provides the Early
Intervention Team a plethora of data to guide the team in
determining a child's reading ability.  With the assistance of
the District's literacy coaches, Glenwood teachers have cre-
ated year-long trajectories for units of study as well as the
units themselves.  Teachers eagerly discuss their students'
excitement regarding reading and having LOTS of books
available to them in the classroom.  Teachers are observing
classrooms of both lower and upper grades and are
amazed at the progress they have observed of students
they taught less than a year prior.  The literacy team at
Glenwood meets monthly to discuss various successes and
failures of interventions, analyze data, make recommenda-
tions and celebrate successes.  Articles and research have
also been shared and discussed.

Glenwood also created its own math team to pilot math flu-
ency probes and grade level benchmark assessments that
they felt would best reflect student progress at various
points throughout the year.  They also became a force in
reading and discussing the latest in math research.

To better assist students in responding to multi-step
assessment questions, staff was trained in open response
questioning as well as Exemplars.  Collaborative faculty
meeting time was given for teachers to design grade-level
open response questions for all to administer (even primary
levels) to accustom students to this type of thinking and
responding.  

Glenwood partnered with the Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation to present the water-cycle
portion of the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks.
Also, an award from Norton/St. Gobain, along with the
Glenwood PTO, funded the purchase of WeatherBug for
the school.  Money raised by the annual magazine drive
funded the majority of field trips, which included attendance
at plays, Minuteman National Park, Old Sturbridge Village,
Wachusett Watershed, and the Roger Williams Zoo.
Cultural presenters also performed for students including
Rob Surrett, the world's fastest portrait artist, and Michael
Higgins, chainsaw artist.  

Students reached out to the community with fifth graders
holding a bake sale and raising more than $300 for Heifer
Project.  Families also sent in food to fill the Rutland Food
Pantry.  Senior citizens were serenaded by the fifth grade
students who walked to the senior center to sing at the noon
lunch program.  The Rutland Fire Department provided les-
sons on fire protection and safety and Rutland Children's
Librarian Maureen Lynch visited the school weekly.  Flag
regalia and respect was provided to fifth graders by Bill
Bailey of Rutland's American Legion Post and students are
responsible for raising and lowering the flag daily.

The 504 students at Glenwood are challenged with their

individual needs and learning styles taken into considera-
tion.  Staff received training by Y.O.U., Inc. on student
behaviors.  Multiple intelligences and learning styles of stu-
dents with disabilities were also a focus of professional
development.  

Houghton Elementary School is a child-centered school
focused on learning.  Our school has a population of five
hundred children within a grade span of kindergarten
through grade four.  The school seeks to provide its children
with a strong foundation in basic skills and opportunities to
extend the thinking of young minds.  By matching children's
natural curiosity with literature, mathematics, science/tech-
nology, the arts, and the environment our school fosters life
long learning for these future citizens of the twenty-first cen-
tury.

Houghton Elementary School promotes and reinforces
social values that exist in our society: respect, responsibili-
ty, kindness, honesty, and cooperation.  Children, like
adults, are social beings.  Houghton School is a place which
promotes a true sense of community where children care to
learn and learn to care.

Staff, parents, volunteers, and guests need to serve as
appropriate models for young children.  The responsibility of
public education is immense and must be shared by all the
public: school staff, parents, local government and its citi-
zens.  Then in unison it can be stated:  We believe our chil-
dren are the future.

Houghton Highlights of the 2007-2008 School Year

-- Meeting Annual Yearly Progress in all areas of State-
wide Assessments

-- Increase in the children's library book collection to
over 14,000 books;

-- Embracing the District's Literacy Initiative working
with Tufts Universityand District's Literacy Coaches;
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-- Extensive involvement of the Sterling community in
our school including: Community Reading Day, Sterling
Historical Society for local history, donations by Davis
Farm for school fundraisers, Sterling Fire Department's
fire safety program, staff / PTO sponsored Pasta
Supper, enlisting Sterling's boy scouts for community
service in school, 270 parent volunteers.

-- Increased involvement with Sterling Senior Center
with children providing onsite holiday entertainment and
sharing valentines, displaying children's art work.

-- Continued cooperation between Houghton and
Chocksett PTO's with major fundraisers.

-- Increased curriculum and cultural enrichment pro-
grams for children to complement curriculum with guest
speakers primarily funded by the PTO 

-- Involvement of children in total school community:
grade 4  participating in the school's daily office morn-
ing announcements and weekly school paper recycling
efforts;  grade 3 in charge of daily raising of the school's
flag and picking up classroom notes; grade 2 in charge
of watering flower beds.

-- PTO sponsored Chess Club during winter recesses
for grades 2, 3, 4.

-- Establishment of a before school walking club for
grades 3-4 by P.E. teacher.

-- School-wide effort in its annual March Reading
Challenge including: week long book fair, staff spon-
sored Literacy Night for families.

-- Continuation of Parent Lunch Weeks.

-- June Family Picnic Day.

-

Dr. Leroy E. Mayo Elementary School is a kindergarten
through grade five school with a population of approximate-

ly five hundred students which opened its doors in
September 1999.  The mission of Mayo School is to edu-
cate, inspire, and empower all members of the learning
community.  Students and staff are committed to enhancing
the lives of the school community and the lives of others by
upholding the highest standards of quality and integrity. 

Children at Mayo Elementary School are provided with a
solid educational foundation necessary to be successful
throughout their academic lives.  Daily curriculum at each
grade level is based on the Wachusett Regional School
District Curriculum Frameworks, which is aligned with the
Massachusetts State Curriculum Frameworks.  This year
the school purchased a copy of the current Massachusetts
State Curriculum Frameworks for all grades for all teachers
regardless of whether they taught in grades that adminis-
tered the MCAS. Teachers spent time in grade levels
reviewing the frameworks in each subject area and modify-
ing their curriculum to more closely align with the frame-
works. Children develop a strong foundation in mathemat-
ics through the use of the Everyday Mathematics Program.
Two of our grade four teachers worked on a District project
which aligned the lessons of Everyday Mathematics with
the frameworks and MCAS.  This project allowed grade 4
teachers to concentrate efforts more on those lessons that
are required by the state frameworks and tested on the
MCAS.  This was modeled on a similar project for grade 5
that was undertaken by the District several summers ago
and teachers have found that resource useful.  One of the
highlights of the year was our professional day in March
with math specialist Sarah Guernsey.  Teachers gave rave
reviews about this program and immediately started using
her materials with students. A good deal of the material was
in the form of games.  Through these games, students are
being introduced to concepts earlier on than they would
have been and are gaining a deeper understanding of the
following: absolute value, commutative property, negative
numbers and order of operations. Ms. Guernsey also
focused on developing math vocabulary and writing in
math.  It was particularly positive to have teachers across
grade levels K-5 talk about and work on math together. 

The districtwide literacy initiative has taken hold nicely at
Mayo.  Grade levels meet often to plan for Readers'
Workshop lessons.  A visit to our classrooms reveals a dra-
matic change in not only the time that students spend on
reading, but the enthusiasm with which they approach their
books.  The assistant principal held an afterschool class for
teachers to share ideas on Readers' Workshop.  The group
used the Lucy Calkins' text The Art of Teaching Reading for
this course. 

Another highlight of this year has been the Homework Club.
Beginning in October, our school psychologist and assistant
principal have worked in conjunction with the WRHS
Mountaineer Volunteers.  Each Wednesday, from 3:30-4:30
,students in grades 3-5 are invited to work with Mountaineer
Volunteers on study skills and homework completion.  We
have averaged between 20-30 students and 7-10 high
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school volunteers.  The students who participated from
Mayo tend to be those who have difficulty completing home-
work assignments but were motivated by the opportunity to
work with "cool" high school students.  We hope to contin-
ue this program next year as well. 

No matter how strong our curriculum, it is student safety
that comes first at Mayo. We have tightened up security in
the building and had a buzzer system installed so that we
can keep all doors locked.  We continue to be vigilant in our
efforts in the area of anti-bullying.  At the start of the year,
the principal visited all classrooms with a presentation on
bullying.  PTA sponsored an evening with a member from
the District Attorney's office on bullying.  We work with stu-
dents throughout the year on issues of bullying both in
school and on the bus. Incidents of bullying are taken seri-
ously and disciplined firmly.  Our staff believes strongly that
this cannot be seen as a one year initiative but rather as an
issue to be dealt with throughout every school year. 

The vision and mission for Mountview Middle School states
a belief "that all educational and school-related decisions
should be based upon the divergent needs and uniqueness
of the early adolescent.  Our core values are respect and
responsibility.  Through a climate of respect and trust in the
emerging adolescent, our responsibility is to provide learn-
ing opportunities that meet the varied physical, social, and
intellectual needs of each child that will maximize his or her
potential.  Our curricula must go beyond the traditional aca-
demic subjects to prepare students to work cooperatively,
utilize technology to facilitate learning, practice civic
responsibilities, and demonstrate wellness in a problem-
solving, decision-making model.  With an emphasis on how
to learn and what to learn, we must prepare young adoles-
cents to be successful, productive, and contributing mem-
bers of our changing, global society."

Mountview currently has a population of 735 students in

grades six, seven, and eight.  The faculty is made up of
forty-eight highly qualified, professionally certified educa-
tors.  Additionally, there are thirteen support staff, and ten
custodial and cafeteria staff. 

The students of Mountview Middle School actively partici-
pate in a rigorous, rich academic program in the core sub-
jects as well as a fine range of related arts classes.  The
students represent a diverse group of learners and are typ-
ical young adolescents who are undergoing tremendous
physical, social, and intellectual changes.  To meet the chal-
lenges of addressing this constantly changing group of
young people, Mountview employs integrated interdiscipli-
nary teaching, thematic approaches to curriculum, curricu-
lum compacting, and integrated technology as a regular
part of its programming.  A focus on differentiating instruc-
tion provides the opportunity for all students to have suc-
cessful learning experiences in the classroom.  A strong
special education program assists those students needing
more support and individualized instruction.

Some Mountview students are involved in the school's
Student Council which introduces them to the workings of a
decision-making group.  As such, these students are
involved in planning community-based and school-based
activities.  From this group, two eighth graders serve as
members of the School Improvement Council.  Additionally,
three eighth graders are a part of a District-wide Student
Council.  In December, the Mountview Council sponsored a
Senior Breakfast for many elder citizens of the community.
The Council also worked toward getting the community ten-
nis courts located on the Mountview grounds repaired.

During the school year, students raised money for a variety
of causes, including The Jimmy Fund, the Susan G. Koman
Breast Cancer Awareness and Locks of Love.  An Adopt-a-
Family program assisted needy families during the holiday
season.  One seventh grade team participates in the
"Operation Mustang" support program, writing to soldiers
serving in Iraq.

There are many other activities that are available to the stu-
dents; activities in the academics, the arts, and athletics.  

For academic activities, students can join the Mathletes
program to compete with other schools, or they can partici-
pate in the National Geography Bee which is sponsored by
National Geographic.  The sciences offer a collaborative
field-based program with the Alden Research Laboratory in
Holden, creating CSI type life science experiments and
hands-on physical science experiences.  Other students
can take an active role in the Holden Junior Police
Academy.  A "Peer-2-Peer" mentoring program has also
been established in grade seven.  Students volunteered
and were trained by faculty and students from Assumption
College in order to tutor fellow students during activity peri-
ods. Outstanding students may be selected for the National
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Junior Honor Society, a new activity for Mountview, and
could be selected for the New England League of Middle
Schools' Scholar-Leaders awards.

A number of Mountview students participate in a variety of
music activities within the school.  Many audition and are
selected to take part in the Quabbin Valley Music Festival
and the Central District Music Festival.  All of our music stu-
dents present both a winter and a spring concert at the
school.  More than one hundred students enjoyed being a
part of the ensemble for the annual musical production with
three performances in late winter.  In art, several students
have submitted their work to be judged and selected for
show at the Boston Globe Scholastic Arts Competition while
others participated in a graphic arts competition for design-
ing jerseys for the Worcester Sharks and were finalists.  

Mountview's athletic program includes track and cross-
country, soccer, field hockey, basketball, cheerleading,
baseball and softball.  An after school fitness program was
established for any student who wanted to get in a very
healthy aerobic workout.  During the winter, a large number
of students chose to ski after school at Wachusett Mountain
one afternoon a week.

Parental involvement remains a key component in
Mountview Middle School's success.  An active PTA has
supported many of the school's activities.  Members of the
School Improvement Council annually work to develop a
plan of action to enhance all programs in the school.
Volunteers see that there is an annual yearbook, chaperone
dances, and help out when assistance is needed.

Mountview Middle School continues to be very proud of
what is offered to students and is most pleased with the
active participation and outstanding achievement that they
exhibit regularly.

Naquag Elementary School is devoted to maintaining high
expectations, both socially and academically, for our stu-
dents.  The administration, teachers, and support staff are
committed to providing our students with a solid education-

al background.  As stated in our new Mission Statement:
"Naquag Elementary School is a partnership among stu-
dents, staff, parents, and the community.  Together we are
dedicated to nurturing literate, competent, and responsible
students in a safe and secure learning environment.  Our
focus is to educate the whole child by honoring individual
learning styles, setting high expectations, and celebrating
individual growth.  Our vision is for every Naquag student to
achieve success through this collaboration and dedication."

Naquag's achievements are accomplished through a vari-
ety of specified learning programs designed to meet the
needs of our students. All Naquag Elementary teachers
have embraced the WRSD Literacy Initiative and have
adopted the Reader's Workshop teaching format during
classroom instruction.  At the beginning of the school year,
all teachers received a classroom library of approximately
350 books to be utilized in the balanced literacy programs.
Each grade level also received grade specific non-fiction lit-
erature.  By using the Reader's Workshop format, class-
room instruction begins with a main focus lesson given to all
students, then students have independent reading with "just
right" books, while the teacher conferences with students or
works with small focus groups, and concludes with students
sharing their thoughts about the lesson. Grade level teams
have planned different units each month to insure a variety
of lessons and themes.  The WRSD Literacy Coaches met
bi-monthly with teachers in Grades K - 3, modeling reading
lessons, providing support for planning and assessments,
and offering co-teaching opportunities. 

The Fundations Reading Program was implemented in
kindergarten, as well as in Grades 1 & 2. Fundations, a
Wilson reading program, contains lessons based on
phonogical and phonemic awareness, phonics, and
spelling.  Fundations lessons incorporate sequence skills
that include print knowledge, alphabet and phonological
awareness, decoding, vocabulary, fluency, and spelling in
daily 30 minutes lessons.  Critical thinking, speaking, and
listening skills are practiced through activities.  Fundations
is also used in the daily language arts classroom instruc-
tion, along with the WRSD Reader's Workshop strategies.
The Everyday Math Program is used in all grade levels.
This program cycles the students concepts and algorithms
using a spiraling revisit and review format.

Several different assessments are used to identify areas of
weakness and strengths.  Teachers analyze data results to
better understand the needs of their students and to plan
instruction.  Students in Grades K - 4 are assessed by AIM-
SWEB (DIBELS - Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early
Literacy Skill). AIMSWEB (DIBELS) include a variety of
assessments for different grade levels: LNF (Letter Naming
Fluency); ISF (Initial Sounds Fluency); PSF (Phoneme
Segmentation Fluency); FWF (Nonsense Word Fluency);
R-CBM (Reading Curriculum Based Measurement/Oral
Reading Fluency); and the MAZE (comprehension).
Additionally, the DRA (Developmental Reading
Assessment) is used in Grades K - 5.  The DRA determines
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students' reading accuracy, fluency and comprehension.
Assessments are used to identify students' needs and plan
instruction.  A mid-year Math assessment, G-Made
Assessments, was given to students in Grades 1 - 5.  It
focused on three concentrations: Concepts &
Communications, Operations and Computations, and
Process and Applications. Teachers used the G-Made
Assessment results in organizing lessons and differentiated
instruction. 

Naquag Elementary School provides Title 1 support for
qualifying students in Grades 1 - 5 throughout the school
year. Several different assessment tools are used to deter-
mine eligibility for the students including the Spring 2007
MCAS Math and Reading scores, the AIMSWEB / DIBEL
scores, and teachers' classroom assessments and recom-
mendations.  Title 1 services are offered to students that
score below benchmarks' criteria.  Students are pre-tested
and post-tested in order to document personal achievement
and growth.  Title 1 classes meet daily for 30 minutes in
small groups, one teacher per 6 - 7 students.  Classroom
instruction in reading is offered for qualifying students in
Grades 1, 2, & 3.  Mathematic instruction is available for
qualifying students in Grades 4 & 5. A Title1 Family Math
Night was held in November 2007.  Everyday Math Kits
were given to each participating family after a brief explana-
tion was given. A Title 1 Reading Night was held in May
2008.  Participating families were given grade specific
books for each student to encourage literacy, along with a
brief introduction to reading assessment.

Technology continues to be an important aspect of Naquag
Elementary School's educational program.  Classrooms for
Grades 1 - 5 are equipped with touch sensitive Smartboards
that encourage both student and teacher multi-sensory
interactions. Students are easily engaged by the
Smartboards because they are user friendly and high-tech. 

Communication between school and home is an important
priority at Naquag Elementary School.  Naquag teachers
regularly communicate with parents through District e-mail,
telephone calls, and written correspondence.  Through the
Naquag Elementary School Web Site, teacher-developed
web pages are easily accessible.  Using the Teacher's Web
Program, a variety of information is available to students
and parents.  Monthly newsletters from the administration
are sent home to every student and are accessible through
the school's web site. Connect-E, an automated telephone
calling system used throughout the District, continues to be
utilized to notifying Naquag families of upcoming events and
notices.  Lastly, the Main Street / Route 122A message
board notifies the entire Rutland Community of important
monthly school related events, activities, and dates.

Naquag Elementary School sponsored two "Curriculum
Nights" in September 2007.  Parents were encouraged to
meet with each grade-levels' team which presented a com-

prehensive review of the grade's curriculum.  Parents were
also invited to visit individual classrooms to learn more
about each specific teacher's expectations.  A "Curriculum
Open House" in May 2008 invited parents to view a large
variety of student curriculum work that was completed
throughout the school year. 

Naquag Elementary School, in cooperation with the Rutland
Recreation Department, provides availability to a variety of
after-school programs for students throughout the school
year.  Rutland Recreation also offers a "before-and-after
school" child care program in the school.

The Naquag Elementary School's community is committed
to providing quality educational programs and opportunities
to our students.  With the assistance and support of many
parent volunteers, dedicated staff, the Naquag PTO, and
the Rutland Cultural Council, Naquag is able to provide sev-
eral enrichment educational programs including: Roger
Rivest - Literacy Mime, Author - Emily Chetkowski, the
Audubon Society, the Wachusett Watershed/ DCR,
Multicultural Music with Roger Ticknell, and many more.

This past school year, Naquag Elementary School's staff,
students and families participated in many community serv-
ice projects. Based on the philosophy of "Helping Others",
participation in different projects included: collecting non-
perishable food items and supplies for the Rutland Food
Pantry; our "Mitten Tree" collection of gloves and mittens
donated to Abby's House in Worcester; and "Project
Classroom" in which classroom supplies and gently used
books were contributed to aid student and teacher victims of
Hurricane Katrina in Louisiana.

Naquag Elementary School's personnel is committed to
accommodating every student with support and under-
standing in order to maintain our excellent learning environ-
ment.  Although Naquag is small in student population, we
take pride in our learning atmosphere.  Students from
Grades K - 5 share in many experiences together, from
monthly assemblies to enrichment opportunities provided
by our school, the PTO, and the Rutland Cultural Grant. The
administration and custodial staff continually assess the
physical plant, equipment, furniture, and grounds to ensure
a positive, healthy, and safe learning environment. 

The philosophy of our school is best expressed in our Vision
Statement:  "Naquag Elementary School is a partnership
among students, staff, parents, and the community.
Together we are dedicated to nurturing literate, competent,
responsible students in a safe and secure learning environ-
ment. Our focus is to educate the whole child by honoring
individual learning styles, setting high expectations, and cel-
ebrating in individual growth. Our vision is for every Naquag
student to meet with success through this collaboration and
dedication". We continue to work together to achieve this
vision. 
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The opportunities available to students for a successful
learning experience at Paxton Center School continue to
grow.  Building on our programming modifications and the
faculty's focus on the Massachusetts Curriculum
Frameworks and the District's Curriculum Guides, student
achievement on the early reading assessment Dynamic
Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) and
Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) in kindergarten
through grade three and the Massachusetts
Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) continue to
show high achievement by Paxton students. Based on the
results of the DIBELS and MCAS assessments, teachers at
all grade levels have examined results and have made
instructional changes to provide a program that meets all
the standards and affords students of all abilities to reach
their potential.  

The District-wide Literacy Initiative has begun. Teachers
participated in workshops from Tufts last summer, on the
October professional development day and the half profes-
sional development days.  Literacy coaches have been here
every eight days assisting teachers and also providing pro-
fessional development in District.

The Second Step Program, a social skills program, contin-
ues in kindergarten through grade five this year.  This pro-
gram includes such topics as anger management, impulse
control and peer pressure.  Sensitive Issues is also part of
our science and health program and grades four and five
have been updated this past year. Sensitive issues educa-
tion has been upgraded and grades 4-8 will be presenting
the program this spring

The integration of technology has continued allowing teach-
ers to access the web in their classrooms, apply instruc-
tional technology, individualized instruction and use tech-
nology for class presentations and development. We are in
the process of upgrading all our student computers to Citrix
(Thin Client) which allows us to upgrade older computers
via the use of a server for a cost much less than that of pur-
chasing a new desk top computer.

Online grades have been implemented and may be
accessed by any parent that wants to participate in grades
5-8.

Paxton students and staff continue to be supportive in a
variety of community activities.  Middle school science stu-
dents continue the composting bin for the school.  The
Student Council hosted approximately ninety (90) senior cit-
izens at a holiday season breakfast, where guests were
entertained by the students.  Students proudly represented
their school and community at this annual event. Student
Council will sponsor a penny drive again this year and
donate the money to the Breast Cancer 3-Day Walk.  Mr.
Wahlstrom continues the school recycling program with stu-
dent volunteers each week. Ms Smith continues to host a
number of Veterans from the community with a Veterans
Day Program at which students read narrative poems from
interviews with a veteran.

The Paxton Center School staff wishes to thank all mem-
bers of the Paxton community for their continued support.
Special thanks are extended to the Paxton Center School
PTO, the Friends of Paxton Center School and all the par-
ents and members of the community who have volunteered
to work with the faculty and students.

Thomas Prince is a school where everyone comes together
to promote learning and high academic achievement.  Four
hundred nineteen (419) students in grades kindergarten
through eight and fifty-six (56) teachers and support staff
work together to accomplish its goals each school day.  We
host two District-wide intensive special needs programs for
students in grades three through eight. Thomas Prince
School is truly a community of learners, a place where staff
and students, along with parents, have a shared vision of
what the school is seeking to accomplish.  Our mission is to
strive to be a school comprised of a community of learners
in which individuals reach their maximum potential intellec-
tually, socially, emotionally, and physically.

Our students participate in a rigorous academic program,
which has been adopted by the District.  The District contin-
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ually revises the curriculum guidelines based on the most
current frameworks from the Massachusetts Department of
Education.  The MCAS tests are based on these frame-
works and it is our responsibility to prepare our students for
these tests.  Thomas Prince students continue to demon-
strate improvement in all MCAS tests.  We continue to make
AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) in both math and reading.

The staff has embraced the District's new Literacy Initiative.
Teachers in kindergarten through grade five have participat-
ed in workshops, focus groups, and model lessons in the
areas of reading and writing.  DIBELS, Dynamic Indicators
of Basic Early Literacy Skills, is an assessment tool that the
teachers in kindergarten through grade four are using.
Each student is evaluated three times a year and his or her
progress is monitored.  Teachers are able to instruct stu-
dents in their areas of weakness.  Progress monitoring is
done in fall, winter and spring.  Teachers in grades kinder-
garten through five are using the DRA, Developmental
Reading Assessment, as another tool to learn more about a
student's strength and weakness in reading.  Teachers work
very closely with the Literacy Coaches to help them meet
the needs of all students.

Many students at Thomas Prince are eager to help others in
our community, as well as in the world.  The students have
collected money, clothes, toys, food and items for troops
serving in Iraq, animal shelters, St. Jude's Hospital,
American Heart Association, Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society, local food banks, Hearts for Heat, and other chari-
table agencies.  It is important to us that our students see
that they can help others less fortunate than themselves.
Our student athletes compete on the highest levels.  Our
cross-country and track runners were once again champi-
ons of the District.  Our basketball players had a great sea-
son, finishing in second place.  The TPS cheerleaders
worked hard to earn new uniforms and also had a success-
ful season.

The Thomas Prince School said goodbye to two long time
staff members. Donna Tokarz and Joann Blum retired in
June of 2007 after having a positive influence on hundreds
of students.  Sixteen new staff members joined the TPS
community this year.  The PTA supports our programming
by providing cultural enrichment programs such as plays,
musicals programs, science related workshops, and pro-
grams against bullying and teasing.  The spaghetti supper,
cake walk/ice cream social/basket raffles, art show, and
other fundraising activities bring the community together.
The administration and staff wish to express our apprecia-

tion to all members of the TPS community for their contin-
ued support.  

Wachusett Regional High School continues to prepare all of
its students for life after high school.  Students learn the nec-
essary skills needed to further their education.  All students
are held to a rigorous set of graduation requirements that
ensure they master a common core curriculum.  In fresh-
man and sophomore years, students are taught content and
skills that will serve as building blocks for the more
advanced courses during junior and senior years, while
thoroughly preparing the ninth and tenth grade students for
the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System
(MCAS).  As a result of this preparation, WRHS students
consistently perform very well on the MCAS Tests.

The shift from the planning stage to the implementation
stage of the Small Learning Communities has begun to take
place this year.  All students attending WRHS are members
of a "Small School" either the upper or lower school.  The
lower school is further broken down into houses, Green and
White.  Both the Green and White Houses are comprised of
half of the ninth and tenth graders in the school.  Within the
Green and White Houses each students' core classrooms
are located in close proximity to each other.  This, coupled
with the fact that lockers are located near these rooms,
allows for students to stay in this one general area for most
of their school day.  This house area will better promote con-
nections between house teachers and students, as well as
students and their immediate peers.

To further assist with personalization throughout all of the
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houses, activity periods will be built into the schedule begin-
ning with the 2008-2009 school year. Activity periods are
periods within the school day where students will be super-
vised by staff members while working with student mentors
on topics related to grade level. Students will remain with
the same students and staff members for their four years at
WRHS.  Activity periods will meet on a bi-weekly to month-
ly basis.  

Upon leaving the tenth grade, students enter the upper
school at Wachusett.  Students in the upper school must
complete either a traditional college preparatory program
that conforms to the standards of the Massachusetts State
Board of Regents or meet the requirements of the
Wachusett Partnership Program.  The Wachusett
Partnership Program provides students who have a career
focus with the background they will need to succeed in col-
lege.  Each of the majors in this program has been devel-
oped in conjunction with colleges and universities and suc-
cessful students can enter college with advanced standing
in their field of study.  With these programs in place, school
staff is confident that all students who graduate from
Wachusett have been prepared for higher education.

A vital part of what makes Wachusett a great school is the
emphasis on educating the whole child.  Students partici-
pating in our tremendous art and music programs have
been recognized locally, regionally, and nationally.  Our
award winning drama program represents the school in
many competitions, as well as putting on several produc-
tions throughout the year in our beautiful new auditorium. 

Approximately half of the students at Wachusett take part in
athletics.  We have forty-six (46) athletic programs with
almost 1,000 participants.  As members of the Mid-Wach
League our sports team are very competitive while many of
our teams reach district playoffs. 

It is expected that at the beginning of the 2008-2009 school
year the building project will be completed.  The citizens of
our five towns have graciously provided our children with a
facility that has state-of-the-art classrooms and equipment.
Our student athletes can compete in front of their peers on
their home fields and in their field house.  Our children will
now have the first-rate facility they need to remain compet-
itive both inside and outside the classrooms.
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