[image: image1.png]


Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Storing and Taking Care of Books

This lesson is combined with introducing individual book bags or boxes as a storage place for student books. These lessons may be done separately if desired but both are listed below.  Combine them and/or alter them as fits the needs and procedures of your classroom.
	

	Materials
	damaged books (optional)

sample book bag or box
	

	Connection


	Sometimes if we don’t take care of things, they can get ruined or damaged.  Today we are going to talk about how we should take care of our class books so they don’t become damaged (like this one—model).

	

	Explicit Instruction


	In our classroom, books are special and we need to take care of them.  If we don’t take care of them, then we won’t have any books to read.  Good readers are careful with books and make sure they handle them gently.

Model for students how you carefully take books off shelves or from bins, how you put books into and take books out of your book bag/box and place them in a pile.  Model how carefully you turn the pages and do not fold the book.  Also model how you put books back in bins or shelves without shoving them.  You may wish to describe your procedures for what to do when books do become damaged, despite careful handling.

What did you notice about how I handled and read these books? 
 
	

	Guided Practice
	Have a few students model how they take care of books.  Praise students for their careful handling of the books.

When we take care of our classroom books, we will continue to have more and more books in our library. This will give us more books to choose from and enjoy.
	

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	Today during independent reading, I want you to think about how you are handling books.  Think about ways we can take care of the books in our classroom.  When we meet for group share, I will want to hear about some of the ways you are taking care of books. 

	

	Group Share
	Let’s share some of the ways you are caring for the books in our classroom.
	


Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	What is a Book Bag/Box?  How Do Readers Choose Books for Their Book Bag/Box?
	

	Materials
	Sample independent reading book bag/box, one book basket with 15-20 books that represent various reading levels, interests, and genres per group of 3-4 students, Chart paper  (to create an anchor chart)

	

	Connection


	Yesterday, we learned that we all have different reasons for reading and we like to read different kinds of books.

	

	Explicit Instruction


	Today, I’m going to teach you how you will keep your independent reading books safe and organized and we will choose some books for your book bag/box. Good readers always have a book that they are reading and a few new books waiting for them.  Your book bag/box is a place to keep these books safe and organized.  Watch me as I pick a few books for my book bag/box.

Model how to select books for a book bag/box.  Think aloud while browsing through one of the book baskets.  Include book selection strategies such as: reading the title and looking at the picture on the cover, finding a familiar author/series/genre, choosing an old favorite, reading a few pages to see if the book can be read smoothly, etc.
Briefly discuss how to put the books in the book bag/box and special classroom procedures for handling and storing book bags/boxes.


	

	Guided Practice
	Turn to a partner and talk about what you noticed about how I chose my books for my book bag/box.  [Allow about 1 minute for partners to share what they noticed.]
Let’s share our ideas about how to choose books for our book bag/box.  Did you notice anything else about our book bags/boxes that you would like to share?  


	

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	So before you go to independent reading today, I would like you to browse through your group’s book basket and choose two or three books for your book bag/box. Remember what you noticed about how I chose the books for my book bag/box and think about yourself as a reader so that you can make good choices.  When you have two or three books in your book bag/box, move to your independent reading spot and begin reading. 

Distribute book bags/boxes to students.  Give each groups of 3-4 students a book basket.  Circulate around the room as students make their book selections and provide individual support, as necessary.

	

	Group Share
	Let’s share some things you noticed about yourself as a reader today.  How did it go when you chose the books for your book bag/box?  Was it easy?  Was it hard? Why?


	



