	Focus Lesson Topic
	Abandoning Books

	Materials
	Books to model abandoning books (one nonfiction, one fiction, one sequel from a familiar series/author)

Chart paper (to create an anchor chart)



	Connection


	We have been talking about how good readers choose books which interest them and then, how they maintain their interest in the book.  We also have talked about how readers build their reading stamina, so they can read more and more, just like athletes build their stamina in sports.  But sometimes, even though you thought you were interested in a book, and even though you used your best stamina to start it, you find that it just didn’t work for you and you decide to stop reading it.  That’s what we will talk about today.


	Explicit Instruction

SHOW them exactly how to do it. Read and think aloud while they watch, or demonstrate exactly what you want them to do.

( 5-10 minutes!
	Today, I’m going to teach you why readers sometimes abandon books before they finish reading them.  I have noticed that some of you keep deciding that you don’t want to finish a book that you have started.  This is called abandoning a book.  Sometimes readers choose a book to read and after they have given it a good try, they find that they are not enjoying it.  They are not interested in reading it anymore and they want to stop. Before you ever abandon a book, you should remember and think about what we have talked about the last few days.  You should think about what in previewing the book make you interested in it in the first place.  Are you still interested in it?  Also, you should try to see if you can maintain the interest you had a first through the beginning parts or other parts of the book, the parts which sometimes move more slowly than the rest of the story.  If you can truly say that you have tried to maintain the interest you had, and you really gave the book the stamina it deserves, a truly honest good try, then you may consider abandoning it.
Watch me and listen as I share some books that I have abandoned and think aloud about why I abandoned them.

Model and think aloud about abandoning books.  For example:

· Show a nonfiction book: When I previewed this book, I thought that I was really interested in it.  I thought from my preview that this would be a good book to teach me about this topic I want to learn about.  I tried reading it but I did not have the background knowledge about this topic so I got confused.  I couldn’t really read the words. This book seemed like it was not the book for someone interested in the topic to try as the first one to learn about this topic, but more for someone who already knew a little about the topic already.  Maybe I will put this book away and come back to it when I have more background knowledge about this topic.
· Show a fiction book: From my preview I thought I would really like this book.  I thought the illustration looked like it would be a funny (or some other descriptor) book.  The title caught my attention and when I read the back blurb I thought I wanted to find out more about what happened in the story.  I read the beginning but found it to be boring.  After 25 pages (or some other number) the author was still not really into the story.  It took too long for the action to get started. I tried to keep going and maintain my interest, but I just never got hooked.  I decided to abandon it and choose something else.
· Show a sequel:  From my preview I chose this book because I know this author and series.  I enjoyed other books in this series before and so thought I would be interested in this one too.  However, after reading a few chapters I found that I was disappointed by this sequel.  It wasn’t as exciting as other books in this series or by this author. So I decided to switch to another book out of this series or not by this author.


	Guided Practice

Ask them to try it with you, or with a partner.

( 3-5 minutes!
	Turn and talk to a partner about a book you have abandoned and why you abandoned it.  [Allow about 1 minute for partners to share ideas.]

Let’s share our ideas about the good reasons why readers abandon books.  

Make a class chart called: Why Readers Abandon Books.

Post chart in the classroom.



	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	I want you to always remember that it is important to preview a good to make a good choice before reading. Then it is important to maintain your interest and to give a book a chance before you abandon it, but readers do abandon books sometimes.  If you are thinking about abandoning a book, think about why.  Ask yourself, “Did I do enough to get interested in this book by previewing it?” “Did I try to maintain my interest even through the parts that were harder to get through?” “Did I give this book a good chance?”  After independent reading, we will have a chance to share some of the reasons that you have decided to abandon a book.

If you have introduced reading logs by this point, you can also show the students how and why they should record the titles of books they abandon and whatever other information you want them to record about them (why? date abandoned?  how far they got? etc.).  If abandoning becomes something that some students do regularly without finishing books, you may wish to consider a small group or individual conference revisiting the ideas of previewing and maintaining interest to discontinue this habit.  Book choice may be a topic that those students need support around.

	Group Share

( 5-10 minutes!
	Has anyone abandoned a book this year?  Discuss why you decided to abandon the book.  




