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Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Talking About Books
	

	Materials
	Favorite classroom book to use for modeling  
Chart paper (to create an anchor chart)

	

	Connection


	Yesterday, we learned …

	

	Explicit Instruction


	Today, I’m going to teach you how to talk to others about the books that you are reading.  One thing that good readers do is talk about their books.  When you read a good book, sometimes you just want to share it with others.  Sometimes, you might make an important discovery about reading that you want to share with the other students in our class.  Good readers learn from each other by sharing their ideas and their thinking.  Watch me and listen as I talk about one of our favorite books [use favorite classroom book for modeling]. 

Teacher models negative and positive group conversational skills.  Negative skills might include: being unprepared to share, making off topic remarks, interrupting others, failing to make eye contact with others etc.  Positive conversation skills might include: having all materials ready with important pages marked, building on the comments of others, staying on topic, etc. 

Note:  The teacher should feel free to model as many or as few of these conversation behaviors as s/he deems appropriate.  The art of talking about books is one that should be reinforced through many readers’ workshop focus lessons throughout the school year.

	

	Guided Practice
	What did you notice as I talked about this book?  What did you see?  What did you hear?  What kinds of things did I say or do that helped you to understand my thinking better? [Discuss briefly.]

Let’s make up some rules for talking about books in our classroom.  Who can tell me what we should see or hear when talking about books?

Make a class chart emphasizing techniques for talking about books.  Post chart in the classroom.

Possible Chart Title:  How To Talk About Books


	

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	Good readers are also good at talking about their books and their reading.  While you are reading today, think about something about your book or something that you learned about reading that you would like to share with the group.  Be sure to think about the rules for talking about books that we listed on our chart.  Be ready to show that you understand these rules when you share. 

	

	Group Share
	Who would like to share a book or something that you learned about reading today?  

After several students have shared, discuss how if the conversations followed the rules for talking about books.


	



