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Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Getting to Know Our Classroom Library

	Materials
	A classroom library, organized in a variety of ways, by level, by genre, by author, by subjects, etc.

*Note-the content of this lesson is quite dependent on the organization structure utilized by the classroom teacher and the routines and procedures pertaining to the library that the teacher wishes to implement in his/her classroom.

**If your classroom library is not your regular meeting area, you might want to meet in the library for this lesson as you will be discussing the organizing principles of the library and it is most efficient to talk about these while students can observe them at work.


	Connection


	We have started choosing books to keep in our reading bag/box and to read during Readers’ Workshop.  We have also talked about how readers take good care of the books they read.   Today we are going to think about how we can find new books that we might want to read and how to take care of books by putting them back where they belong when we’re done.

	Explicit Instruction


	As you look around our classroom library you might notice some things about the way it is organized.  Today I want to show you some of the ways I decided to organize all of our books in our library so that they are easy to find and to put away in the right place.

Demonstration:  Show the class how the library is organized (author, genre, topic, level, etc.) and discuss how the books are stored and/or labeled (bins, colored dots, stickers, etc.).  Model how you would choose a book and use the organization system to help you.  Model how you would put a book away, using a book you have on hand and demonstrating what you would think of/look for to know where the book should go when finished.  You might want a classroom chart or key showing students information they might need to know to navigate the organizational system of your library.



	Guided Practice
	Now it is your turn.  Think about a book or type of book you might want to find.  Turn and talk to a partner about the strategies you might think about in order to find that book.  

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	Now you will be going off to do Independent Reading. Before you begin look through the books in your book bag/box and think about where each might be found in our classroom library.  Think about what information you used to help you figure out where the book should go.  Then read a book from your book bag/box.  Remember, this is a quiet time in our classroom to enjoy books and practice our reading. If you finish you may reread the book you chose or quietly choose another from your book bag/box. 
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