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Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Choosing Just Right Books
	

	Materials
	Sample independent reading book bag,  book basket with 8-10 books that represent various reading levels, interests, and genres

Chart paper (to create an anchor chart)

	

	Connection


	Yesterday, we learned that reading is thinking. We know that good readers are always thinking about what the author is saying and about how you, the reader, is thinking, wondering, and feeling.

	

	Explicit Instruction


	Today, I’m going to teach you how important it is to choose books that are just right for you so that you can do your best thinking during independent reading.  Good readers know how to choose books that are just right for them.  They find books that are interesting and that make them feel strong as a reader.  When you choose new books, I may show you a basket of books that I think are good for your learning.  You can choose some of the books from that basket.  You can choose a book that is an old favorite or a new book that you are interested in reading.  Once you choose your book, read a few pages.  Could you read it smoothly?  Did you “read it like you talk?”  Did you get stuck on more than three words on one page?

Let me show you how good readers choose a just right book.

I am going to pretend that I am changing the books in my book bag.  Watch how I choose my books and notice how I decide if the books are “just right.”

Model:  Model how you are choosing majority of the books from a basket that is good for your learning.  Choose books from this basket that you are interested in.  Model giving a book a try to see if it is a smooth read.  Then, choose an old favorite or other book that you are interested in reading.


	

	Guided Practice
	Turn and talk to a partner about what you noticed about how I chose just right books.  [Allow about 1 minute for partners to share ideas.]

Let’s share our ideas about how to choose a just right book.  Who can tell me something that you noticed about choosing a just right book.

Make a class chart called: Choosing a “Just Right” Book.
Post chart in the classroom.


	

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	When you go to independent reading today, read the books in your bag.  As you are reading, listen to yourself and decide if it is a book that you can “read like you talk” or if it is a book that you are still learning.  Reading books that you can read smoothly will make you a better reader.  You will learn more words and understand the story better.  If a book is just right, you can read the words and understand the story.

	

	Group Share
	Let’s share some things you noticed about yourself as a reader today.  How did you know your books were just right?  Did anyone find a book that was not just right?  


	



