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Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Choosing an Independent Reading Spot: Part 2

Reasons to leave your spot

This lesson combines having students review what makes for a good spot (where a reader can concentrate and be comfortable), when readers are allowed to leave their spots, and allows them to choose another spot to try out for the next (or time period of your choice).
	

	Materials
	Chart of “What Makes a Good Reading Spot?” (from Choosing a Spot for Independent Reading: part 1)  this chart will be added to and become an anchor chart, 

Map of classroom and labels with students’ names (optional)


	

	Connection


	Yesterday, all of you got to choose a reading spot.  We even made this list of what makes a good reading spot. Review list.

	

	Explicit Instruction


	In thinking about what makes a good spot, it is important to think about 2 things.  You need to be safe and comfortable in your spot. It needs to be a place where you can spend your entire Independent Reading time and want to be there.  You also need to be sure that you can read and concentrate there because during Independent Reading you need to be doing your best work without getting distracted.

Today, everyone can try out a different reading spot.  At the end of Readers’ Workshop today, we will decide on reading spots that we will stick with for awhile.  That way, at the end of the focus lesson, it will be so quick and easy for all of us to get started with independent reading!  We will make a map of everyone’s spots until we change them in a month –or the time period you choose (map is optional).  

We will also talk about the reasons why you would leave your spot. If you have a good spot and are doing your best reading and work there, you shouldn’t have to leave it.   Elicit reasons for leaving spot (see lesson below and add to anchor chart).
Continue with lesson below.  Modify it as fits your classroom and procedures.  You may also choose to separate these 2 lessons and do an additional lesson on leaving a reading spot.
Note:  Reading spot lessons may need to be revisited during the year if students aren’t picking good spots, orif they are leaving their spots during IR.
	

	Guided Practice
	Before I send you off to independent reading, look over this list and decide what would be a good reading spot for you to try out today.  You probably want to try something totally different than what you tried yesterday, just to see what works for you.
	

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	After you get your book bag/box, go right to your new reading spot.  Remember, you want to get right to that reading spot so you can get started with your reading and not waste any time!  Also remember that you will not be leaving your spot for any reason other than those we discussed.

	

	Group Share
	Students share whether the spot they tried out today was better for them than the spot they read in yesterday.  Students pick “permanent” reading spots.  Use the map of the classroom and labels to mark reading spots.  Teachers generally keep the same spots for approximately a month but do what feels right for you.  Remember, there is no right or wrong way to do this.


	


Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Reasons for leaving your reading spot
	

	Materials
	Chart paper with the title “Good Reasons to Leave My Reading Spot”  at the top (to create an anchor chart)
	

	Connection


	Yesterday we chose spots for Readers’ Workshop.  Today we will talk about reasons why a reader might leave his or her spot.
	

	Explicit Instruction


	Sometimes readers want to leave their spot.  What are some reasons a reader might want to leave their spot?  Turn and talk to someone on the rug about why someone might want to leave their spot (approximately 2 minutes).  Sometimes readers want to leave their spot, but if we leave our spot during independent reading, we would distract the other readers.  Also, we would not get practice reading if we kept leaving our spots and going to other places in our classroom.  So in our classroom, we will have rules about leaving our reading spot.  The only reasons we can leave our spots are ……… 
Fill in the class with your classroom rules for leaving a reading spot.

	

	Guided Practice
	Before I send you off to independent reading today, we will play a game called the thumbs up, thumbs down game.  I will tell you a reason someone might leave their spot.  You show me thumbs up if it is a good reason to leave their spot and thumbs down if it is not a good reason to leave their spot.  [Play the game for a minute or two.] 
Today during independent reading, I want you to try really hard to remember our rules about leaving our spots.  I’ll hang our chart up in case you forget.  [Leave the chart out for the rest of the month, if not longer.  Refer to it often when children leave their spot for a reason other than one on the list.]


	

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	So, for the rest of the year, I want you to remember that the only good reasons to leave your spot during independent reading are __________ .  

	

	Group Share
	Talk about how we become better readers when we stay in our spots and how distracted we become when other students leave their spot.


	



