
Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Maintaining Interest In A Book

	Materials
	Book(s)  which may appear interesting to students after a preview but which may offer some initial obstacles to maintaining interest (“slow starting”)


	Connection


	We have talked about how readers preview books by looking at the title, the front cover illustration, the back blurb, the reviews and the awards.  By previewing these features you can figure out what the story might be about and whether or not you might be interested in it.  Once you choose a book that you are interested in reading and you actually start reading it, sometimes you get “hooked” right away and you know you made a good choice.  Sometimes the interest you thought you had in that book from previewing it, starts to evaporate.  So how do good readers maintain interest in a book they chose?  That’s what we are going to talk about today.


	Explicit Instruction


	When you start a book that you are interested in and right away you get “hooked” and you know that it was a really good choice for you, how can you tell?  How do you know that you are hooked on a book?  
Elicit responses and create an anchor chart (“How to know you are hooked on a book”).  Possible responses might include: your reading time goes by quickly, you can’t put the book down, you are doing lots of predicting and asking questions, you feel like you’re in the story and can see what is going on, you are excited to read, etc.).

But sometimes you start a book and you don’t get hooked right away.  You previewed it and thought it was a good choice, but then you notice that you aren’t hooked into it and you are having a hard time getting into your reading.  It can happen at any point in the story.  You find that you just aren’t interested in the book.  But this can especially happen at the start of a book.  The author often has background to the story for a reader to know, more characters and pieces of information to introduce to a reader before the story really gets started. This is especially true of harder, more complicated stories.  This background information about characters and the story is important for the reader to know and will be added to as the story moves along, but sometimes it is hard to maintain your interest through the first bit of a book. At these times, readers have to change how they read in order to maintain their interest.  I previewed this book earlier and thought it would be interesting (show book to model).  Now watch me read through the first few pages.  See what I do when I find I’m not really hooked, so that I can maintain the interest I had at first to get through the hard parts until I do get hooked into the story.  
Model reading a few pages demonstrating reading behaviors to maintain interest (e.g. working more on paying attention, reading the words carefully and precisely, making many predictions and asking many “I wonder” questions, reminding yourself why it was interesting and that good parts are coming, giving yourself motivating encouragement, etc.)  

	Guided Practice
	What did you notice me doing in order to maintain my interest?

Elicit responses of modeled behaviors and add to anchor chart (“How to maintain your interest in a book”).


	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	From now on when you find that you are not hooked in a book, look at this chart and try some of these behaviors to maintain your interest.


	Group Share
	Who used some of these behaviors to maintain their interest when they found they weren’t quite hooked into their story today?



Adapted from Still Learning To Read by Franki Sibberson and Karen Szymusiak
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