Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Previewing Books

	Materials
	Book(s) (preferably interesting books to students) with numerous features to preview (e.g. title, front illustration, back blurb, reviews, awards, etc.)


	Connection


	We have been busy with our Independent Reading time over the past few days and you each have been choosing and reading books as we have gotten Readers’ Workshop off to a great start.  Next we are going to think about how readers choose the books they read and how good choices can help you become a better reader. 


	Explicit Instruction


	When readers go to a bookstore or to the library, there are certain things they can do to find books which look interesting to them, books they might want to read.  They can look at certain features the authors and publishers put in the books to make readers interested.  By looking at these features, you can get a pretty good picture of what the story will be about and whether or not you might want to read it.  Let’s look at these features together.
Look at the title, front illustration, back blurb, excerpts of reviews, awards, etc, and discuss how each helps a reader know a little more about the story.  Chart these on an anchor chart “How to preview a book.”   Repeat with another book if desired.



	Guided Practice
	Now that we have looked at these features, what might this story (these stories) be about?   Elicit a few ideas.  
Using what you know from previewing this book (these books) think about if you are interested in reading it (them) and why.  Turn and talk to a partner about this. 


	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	From now on when you are choosing books to read, try previewing them and figuring out what the stories might be about in order to see whether or not you’re interested in them.


	Group Share
	Who previewed a book today to figure out what it might be about and seeing if you had interest to read it?



Adapted from Still Learning To Read by Franki Sibberson and Karen Szymusiak



























































































