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Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Introduction To Reading Response Journals or Notebooks (or Readers’ Response Journals)
	

	Materials
	Sample Reading Response Journal

	

	Connection


	You have been reading so much already this year and have really started to do some great thinking about your reading.  Already you are all growing in what you can do in your reading.  We have also talked about how readers keep track of what they read, what they plan on reading and on their thinking while they are reading.  All of these things you keep track of need a place to go, a way of organizing and storing them. That’s what we are going to talk about today.
	

	Explicit Instruction


	The rest of this lesson (or lessons) is up to you.  Show the sample Reading Response Journal or Notebook you have prepared.  Explain the various parts you intend to have the students utilize at this point in the year.  You can use only certain parts of the journal or notebook at this point and then open up other parts as the year progresses or you can open it all up now.  Reading Logs should be a part of the journal.  Books To Read lists can be a part.  Copies of anchor charts, graphic organizers, etc. can be included.  Eventually evidence of student thinking recorded on graphic organizers or jotted down on notes can be included.  Sticky notes removed from books can be stuck onto paper and placed in the journal or notebook.  Ultimately the Reading Response Journal or Notebook should be a storehouse of evidence of growth in a student’s reading and thinking throughout the course of the year.  It should be available for individual reading conferences, for assessment and monitoring purposes, for meetings with parents other staff or administrators, etc.  During this lesson or in the next lesson you may wish to describe your expectations regarding where the journals will be kept (in student desks, in reading bag or box, elsewhere in room) and how they will be accessed prior to usage.
	

	Guided Practice
	For guided practice you can begin to have students organize their journals or notebooks and/or you can make an anchor chart showing the information you described.
	

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	For the rest of this year, we will be using our Reading Response Journals to organize and to store all the work we will be doing with our reading.  You will have this special place to go to in order to remember the books you’ve read, the titles you might want to read in the future, and the thoughts and work you’ve done around some of the books you’ve read.  It’s a really important tool for you and for me to watch how your reading and thinking will grow this year.
	

	Group Share
	Someone can share something from their journal or can repeat to a partner the purpose and expectations of the reading response journal.
	



