
Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Introduction to Independent Reading Record Keeping:  Book Logs and Books To Read
(The 2 parts of this lesson can be separated if desired, or teachers may choose not to use a Books To Read form, however the first part, the Reading Log is highly recommended for IR record keeping for each student.)

	Materials
	Enlarged copy of Book Log and “Books To Read” forms you wish to use (or copies to display on smart board or overhead projector)
Books to model recording a the log


	Connection


	We have been reading lots of books during Readers’ Workshop and we have talked a lot about how readers choose a variety of books and stay interested in them.  Today we are going to talk about some things good readers keep track of to help them grow in their reading.


	Explicit Instruction


	Throughout this year you will be reading lots and lots of books.  It is really important that you do your best learning and thinking from each of those books you read.  During the year, it might happen that you could forget about a book you’ve read earlier in the year and forget some of the thinking and work you did to understand that book.  So we need a way for everyone to keep track of the books they read so that during the year you can look at it to remind yourself of the thinking you did.  You can look at it when you need to talk about books with your classmates.  We will look at it together during our conference time. Each of you will be keeping a book log or list of the books you read this year.  Your log will help you remember and talk about the books you’ve read.   Let me show you a copy of the book log you will be keeping.

Display the enlarged or projected version of the book log you intend to use.  Describe the procedures you expect for filling it out (when; how often;  information to record possibly including title, author, genre, date started and/or finished or abandoned, etc; where log will be stored possibly inside reading response notebook or within book bag or box, anything else).  If you need to explain any of the information that you expect to be recorded (for example, genre) be sure to do so.  Model filling in an entry for at least one book.
Another thing to keep track of during Independent Reading time is ideas for books to read in the future.  You will be hearing a lot about books, from your classmates and from your teachers.  You may hear about a book that sounds interesting to you, one that you might want to read in the future.  Readers often make recommendations to each other.  You might read a review of a book or see an advertisement for a book.  These are all ways that readers get ideas for “future reads.”  Often readers keep a list of books they want to read in the future.  You will be keeping such a list this year.  Here is the form you will be using for that purpose.

As with the book log, show the books to read form and quickly demonstrate its use.  Describe your guidelines for filling it in and where it will be kept (perhaps in the readers response notebook or binder).


	Guided Practice
	Let’s try recording a couple of books together on each of these forms..  

Have students help filling in another few entries. 


	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	So from now on you are going to be keeping track of the books you read and those you might want to read in the future.


	Group Share
	Show a partner the entry you wrote on your reading log today and tell about how you filled it out.
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