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Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Keeping Track Of Your Thinking (Strategies for using sticky notes)
	

	Materials
	Book to demonstrate some thinking
Sticky notes or other way of keeping track of thinking
Possible anchor chart on sticky note usage and guidelines

	

	Connection


	We have talked about how you will all be growing as readers and thinkers this year.  You will be doing so much reading this year and more importantly, so much thinking about your reading.  It is really important that you keep track of your thinking and remember it so that we can talk about all your ideas later.  Today we will talk about how you will be keeping track of your thinking.

	

	Explicit Instruction


	When you read this year you will be having so many ideas and be doing so much thinking.  You need to keep track of your ideas.  You will be sharing your thinking with other students and teachers so you need a way to remember what you were thinking at different parts of the book and where in the book some of your ideas came from.  One way to keep track of your thinking is by writing your ideas down on sticky notes and then sticking the note right to the page where you had a particular idea.  Let me show you.
Demonstrate reading a few pages of a short book.  Stop and discuss some thoughts at various points, perhaps a question, a connection, an inference, etc.  Don’t name the types of thinking at this point.  Write each thought on a sticky note as you briefly discuss it.  Stick the sticky note on the page corresponding to that thought.  You may wish to set up guidelines with your students as to where on a page sticky notes should be placed.  Consider whether, where and how much you wish to have the notes “hang off” the page.  You may also wish to set up “rules” about using sticky notes (such as not for notes to one another) and set up procedures for getting and storing notes within the classroom.  Another important consideration is taking sticky notes out when the book is finished.  You may wish to have students CAREFULLY (they can rip pages if torn out too quickly) take out their sticky notes and place on a page of their reading response notebooks.  You can begin getting some of these procedures in place at this point. You may wish to begin recording your expectations on an anchor chart “Using Sticky Notes To Track Thinking.”
If you choose not to use sticky notes to record thinking then you should use this lesson to introduce the procedure you intend to have students use for keeping track of their thinking while reading.
	

	Guided Practice
	How did my sticky notes help me keep track of my thinking?  What will these sticky notes help me be able to do when I meet with a friend or a teacher about my reading?  Turn and talk to a partner about how sticky notes help us keep track of our thinking.
	

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	Today while you are reading keep track of some of your ideas on these sticky notes.  You may wish to hand out a couple to each student.

	

	Group Share
	Share what you recorded on a sticky note with a partner.

	



