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Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Turn and Talk/Sharing Favorite Books
	

	Materials
	A favorite book for each child. These books should be brought from home if possible (see attached letter to families).  Books should be made available in the classroom prior to this lesson for those children who did not bring a book from home, or if teacher chooses to use classroom books instead of books from home.  Children should bring their books with them to the meeting area and then put them under their legs during the focus lesson, or do whatever else the teacher prefers so as not to let the books become a distraction during the focus lesson.

	

	Connection


	We have begun having Readers’ Workshop, a very special time in our daily schedule. During this time we will be doing a lot of learning, thinking and talking about the books we are reading. We’ve also talked about some of the things we can do to respect other readers and do our best work during Readers’ Workshop.

	

	Explicit Instruction


	Sometimes as we are learning about a book and reading during our focus lesson, we will need to talk and discuss some ideas with someone.  We need a way to do this, which shows respect for everyone and helps us do our best work. One way to do this is to “turn and talk” to someone sitting next to you (or a reading partner—some teachers prefer to have a specific partner for each child pre-assigned, while others prefer to have children converse with whichever children are sitting next to one another).  When you are asked to “turn and talk,” you will be asked to discuss something which we have just been thinking about together as part of our focus lesson.  When you turn and talk, you will be talking to your partner about whatever I have asked you to talk about together.  It is important that you talk about the topic I ask you to discuss, and not to talk about other things, like what you had for dinner last night (or some other silly example).  When you turn and talk, it is also important that you use your best manners for talking to someone else.  You should face the person you are talking to, and you and your partner should look at each other as you pay attention to what you are saying to each other.  When you turn and talk you should take turns with your partner as you talk, without interrupting each other.   When you turn and talk you should use a quiet voice, since you are sitting right next to the person you are talking to, and you don’t want to disturb other kids who are talking to their partners..  Finally, when turn and talk is finished and you are asked to stop talking so that you can go back to listening to the focus lesson, you should do so right away so that we can all go on with our learning.

Demonstration:  Watch me as I do a turn and talk about my favorite book that I brought. Notice how I turn to my partner and stay on topic.  Notice how I use good talking manners and a quiet voice. Also notice what kinds of things I say about my favorite book. Role-play a turn and talk with a child sitting right near you (probably asking his/her permission first to be part of the demonstration).  Talk for a couple of moments about a favorite book of yours which you will have brought with you to the meeting area, mentioning  (for example) its title, why you like it, comments about the illustrations, where you got the book, an important characteristic of the writing (humor, suspense, touching elements) etc.

So let’s talk about what you noticed.  Who can tell me what you noticed about how I turned and talked to my partner?  Elicit some responses about how the discussion with a partner went, focusing on the key points made in the focus lesson about respectful and accountable talk to a partner. 

Now who can tell me what I talked about with my partner as I discussed the favorite book I brought?  Elicit some responses about the topics of your discussion with your demonstration partner about the book you selected.  (You can write some of the possible topics on a chart or an easel so that students can remember what might be discussed at this time).

	

	Guided Practice
	Now it is your turn.  You will turn and talk to a partner about the favorite book you have brought, just like you watched me do during my demonstration.  Have students turn to a partner next to them (or to a pre-assigned partner) and tell each other about their favorite book.  Listen that talk is staying on topic and that conversations are going well.  End while students are still actively involved (you might want to give a warning before ending so that both partners will have had a chance to speak).

	

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	Now you will be going off to do Independent Reading. Walk quietly to your table (desk). You may reread your favorite book you brought, or you may choose a book from the basket (pile) that is there. (You may also read the favorite book of someone else from your table who would like to share.)  Read through your book.  Remember, this is a quiet time in our classroom to enjoy books and practice our reading. If you finish you may reread the book you chose or quietly choose another.  When we come back together I will want to hear about a book you enjoyed today, so think about that while you are reading.  

	

	Group Share
	Who has a book that they enjoyed and would like to share with the class?  Tell us why you chose to share that book.  

Choose one or two students to share.
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Dear Families,

It is with great pleasure I announce to you that we are ready to begin a new and important part of our daily routine.  As part of the Wachusett Regional School District Reading Initiative, we will begin experiencing Readers’ Workshop in our daily schedule.  

Readers’ Workshop will be a time when we choose, read, and discuss wonderful and interesting books.  We will work on being able to say the words on the pages of our books accurately and fluently, but more importantly, we will learn to think about and react to the words to make meaning of the text.  

As a kickoff to this type of reading work, I would like to invite each student to bring in his/her favorite book to share and discuss with the class.  Please have your child bring his/her favorite book to school on

 ______________________________.

Sincerely,

