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Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	What is Readers’ Workshop?
	

	Materials
	Independent reading bag with 3-5 titles

Baskets or piles of books on each table (desk set, etc.) containing approximately 4-5 (perhaps more for grade 1) books for each child in the group for students to choose from.  These books should represent a range and variety in readability level, genre, subject, etc.

	

	Connection


	We have been getting to know each other and working on our community together over the past few days together.  Today we are going to start something new which will be an important part of our community too.


	

	Explicit Instruction


	From now on we will be having a very special time together in our room called Readers’ Workshop.  This is a time when students read and practice what we are learning about reading.  It is a time to enjoy books and grow as readers.  There are 3 parts to Readers’ Workshop.  The first part is called the “focus lesson,” which is what we are doing right now.  During the focus lesson we come together in our meeting area and learn some things about reading and books.  The second part of Readers’ Workshop is called “Independent Reading.”  During Independent Reading we practice our reading by reading.  It is your job to read and practice what we have learned.  It is my job to come around and listen to you read, to talk to you about reading and to teach you some more things about reading.  The last part of Readers’ Workshop is called the “group share” (or group wrap up).  At this time we will come back together in our meeting area and share about something we did as readers.

Demonstration:  Watch me go through the different parts of Readers’ Workshop.  Role-play coming from a desk or table to the meeting area, sitting down and listening.  Then role-play moving with the bag of books to a place in the room to read through some of the books in the bag.  Then role-play coming back to the meeting area and sharing.


	

	Guided Practice
	Have a student take a book bag and go through the same role-playing motions (moving to focus lesson, going off to independent reading, coming back to share).

OR

Have students turn to a partner next to them and tell each other about what they should be doing during each part of Readers’ Workshop.


	

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	Now you will be going off to do Independent Reading. Walk quietly to your table (desk) and choose a book from the basket (pile) that is there.  Read through the book you chose.  Remember, this is a quiet time in our classroom to enjoy books and practice our reading. If you finish you may reread the book you chose or quietly choose another.  When we come back together I will want to hear about a book you enjoyed today, so think about that while you are reading.  

	

	Group Share
	Who has a book that they enjoyed and would like to share with the class?  Tell us why you chose to share that book.  

Choose one or two students to share.
	



