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Authors as Mentors Unit of Study: Cynthia Rylant        

Grade: 3
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Discovering Small Moments as Cynthia Rylant Might
LC, K-2, Book 5, pp. 1-9

Mentor Text:  Henry and Mudge and the Happy Cat (or other title from series)
	Stretching Small Moments as Cynthia Rylant Might

LC, K-2, Book 5, pp. 10 - 18

Mentor Text: Henry and Mudge and the Happy Cat (or other title from series)
	Reading Like a Writer: Noticing an Author’s Techniques
LC, K-2, Book 5, pp. 19-25

Mentor Text: The Relatives Came
	Learning from an Author: ____________
LC, K-2, Book 5, pp. 26 - 33

Mentor Text: The Relatives Came

	Reading Like a Writer: Noticing an Author’s Style
LC, K-2, Book 5, pp. 35 - 42

Mentor Text: The Relatives Came

	Learning from an Author: Writing with Sentence Variety
LC, K-2, Book 5, pp. 43 - 52

Mentor Text: The Relatives Came 

	Reading Like a Writer: Noticing Images
LC, K-2, Book 5, pp. 53 - 61

Mentor Text: The Relatives Came 
	Learning from an Author: Writing with Images
LC, K-2, Book 5, pp. 53 - 61

Mentor Text: The Relatives Came

	Studying One Text for Many Lessons
LC, K-2, Book 5, pp.  63 - 72
Mentor Text: The Relatives Came  
	Noticing a New Text Structure: Many Moments Stories

LC, K-2, Book 5, pp. 73 -79

Mentor Text: When I Was Young in the Mountains


	Trying a New Text Structure: Writing a Many Moments Story
LC, K-2, Book 5, pp. 81 - 87

Mentor Text: When I Was Young in the Mountains

	Trying a New Text Structure: Writing a Many Moments Story with Details
LC, K-2, Book 5, pp.  89 - 94

Mentor Text: When I Was Young in the Mountains

	Studying New Authors as Mentors
LC, K-2, Book 5, pp. 95 - 101

Mentor Text: Teacher Choice
	Emulating Authors in Ways that Matter

LC, K-2, Book 5, pp. 103 - 110

Mentor Text: Teacher Choice
	Turning to Authors for Specific Help
LC, K-2, Book 5, pp. 111 – 116

Mentor Texts: Various Familiar Texts

	Revising: Teacher Choice*


	Revising: Teacher Choice*


	Revising: Teacher Choice*


	Editing: Teacher Choice*


	Editing: Teacher Choice*



	Editing: Teacher Choice*


	Writing “About the Author: Blurbs
LC, K-2, Book 5, pp. 123 - 127
	Publishing Your Work: Teacher Choice


	
	


* A Note about Teacher Choice Lessons: Teachers should plan revising and editing lessons based on student needs demonstrated in actual writing samples and documented through individual writing conferences.
ADDITIONAL NOTES:This unit calendar focuses on Cynthia Rylant.  However, many other authors could be used. Possible mentor text authors include, but are not limited to: Cynthia Rylant, Donald Crews, Judith Viorst, Mem Fox, Ezra Jack Keats, Patricia Polacco.
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