Conference Openers
Below are sample prompts that can be used to start a reading or writing conference with a student.

	Writing Conference Openers

	Reading Conference Openers

	Entry Points into a Conference

How is it going?

How may I help you?

Tell me about this piece...

What do you have so far?

What part can I help you with?

Is there a part you are stuck on?
	If a student is just starting a book:

Tell me how you chose this book.

Have you read any other books by this author?

Have you read others in this series?

Is it a book you recommend? Why?

How do you know this is a just-right book for you?

	Typical Questions that Focus on Information, Direction, Reflection, or Purpose

Why are you writing this?

Where are you going with this?

Tell me more about...

I don't understand...

Does this make sense?

How did you feel when _____ happened?

Are their other places where a reader might wonder about your thoughts or feelings?

As I reader, I can’t see, feel, or hear ___. What can you do?

Is the pace too fast here? Can you make a movie or expand this part?

What would happen if you tried to do ___ here?

May I show you how I’d handle the problem of _____?

What will do next?


	If a student is in the middle of a book or has just finished a book:
How do you get back into the story from yesterday?

What was happening earlier?

Did the character change?

Tell me about the character’s feelings/actions/motivations.

Was there a part that was confusing?

How has your thinking changed?

What made your thinking change?

Usually in the middle of a book something important happens…

What do you think about the resolution?

How do you feel?

Was it what you expected?

Did you want it to be different?

Were there any connections that you made?


