
	Focus Lesson Topic
	Good readers connect the new to the known.

	Materials
	Any nonfiction article, anchor chart with two columns labeled “What I Know” and “What I Learned”, student copies of the nonfiction text, student copies of the chart

	Connection


	We have been talking about the importance merging our thinking with new learning. When good readers read, they think about what they already know and hold that in their minds. When connect this knowledge with new information, we are better able to understand what we read. Today we are going to focus on using what we already know to help our understanding. 

	Explicit Instruction


	As I get ready to read this article about polar bears, I’m first going to jot down some things I already know in the column labeled “What I Know” on my chart. This will help me connect what I already know to new information I uncover. I’ll add the new information in the other column of the chart as I read. I may even find that some of what I thought I knew might not be correct. That will help me understand what I am reading. (Jot down some things you know about polar bears or the topic of the text on the chart.) Now I’m going to start reading. I’ll probably learn some new things as I read. Remember, I’ll know when my inner voice says things like “Wow! I didn’t know that!” Listen to me think aloud as I read. (Read some of the text.) Wow! Polar bear paws are about 12 inches wide! I didn’t’ know that! These words in my head tell me that this is something new I learned. I will add it to the “What I Learned” column of my chart. (Continue reading.) What??? Polar bears spend most of their time in the water! I wrote down that polar bears live on the land in the column “What I Know.” I think I was wrong. Let me reread that again. Hmmm…this is an example of a misconception I had. Let me add this to the “What I Learned” column. I was trying to merge my thinking with new information and I realized that my thinking was not accurate! This changes the way I think about polar bears. I am better prepared to understand this text now that I know this an animal that spends so much time in the water. 

	Guided Practice
	Now let’s try it together.  Try reading the rest of the article from your student copy that I have handed you. When you find something you have learned, hold it in your head. 
Now, turn and talk to your partner about something new you learned or something that was a misconception. 

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	For independent reading today, select a nonfiction text from your book bag. Use your student copy of the chart and begin by recording what you already know about the topic. As you read, add new learning or learning that challenged a misconception you had to the chart. Listen for the words in your head that might signal a misconception such as “What???” or “Huh? Really?”

	Group Share
	Have children discuss any new learning from their charts. 




























































































