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Feature Article Unit of Study: Grades 4-5
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Immersion: Learning About Feature Articles
(Big Ideas, Not Just Facts)

	Immersion: Exploring the Elements of Feature Articles
(structural: subheadings, photos, illustrations, captions and stylistic: anecdotes, quotations, opinions, voice)
	Immersion: Understanding the  Use of Elements in Feature Articles
(Why are these elements effective?)
	Immersion: Finding the “Big Idea” in a Feature Article
	Planning: Choosing a Topic for a Feature Article

	Planning: Refining the “Big Idea” for a Feature Article
(Finding your angle, or stance: Narrowing focus through questioning)
	Planning: Using Questioning to Shape and Direct Your Research 
	Planning: Asking Relevant Questions (What to leave out, based on your big idea)
	Researching Topic Through Published Materials and Through Interviews or Expert Testimony
	Drafting: Questions Can Become Subheadings

	Drafting: Using Topic Sentences to Link Information to Ideas
	Revising: Organizing Paragraphs


	Drafting: Incorporating Elements of Feature Articles

(structures and styles)
	Revising: Crafting a Title for a Feature Article
(for example: plays on words, double meanings)
	Revising: Crafting an Introduction to a Feature Article
(for example: through an anecdote, quotation, or fact)

	Revising: Crafting a Conclusion to a Feature Article
	Revising: Giving Voice to Writing in a Feature Article
(for example: using questions, word choice and tone)
	Editing: Punctuating Quotations
	Editing: Teacher’s Choice
	Publishing: Teacher’s Choice


Note:  Some lessons may require more than one day.
Students will need time during planning and drafting components to research topic through published materials, interviews, etc.  Teachers may wish to include series of lessons on finding and using resources, taking notes, etc.
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