
Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Inferring About Characters Part 2
(Character change and development)

	Materials
	Babushka’s Doll by Patricia Polacco (continuation from previous lesson on character traits)
Or some other book with easily identifiable character traits, in which a character has changed and developed
Short texts or picture books for students to use to practice

	Connection


	The other day we started talking about how readers determine what the main character or characters are like.  They infer a character’s personality or traits by noticing clues in the text.  The author tells a reader what a character does, says and thinks, and the author tells a reader what other characters say and think about a character.  These clues help us infer a character’s traits, just like in real life where you have to watch and listen to a person to know that person’s personality.  

	Explicit Instruction


	Another way that characters are like real people is that throughout a book, a character usually changes or grows or develops in some way. Real people don’t stay the same.  As things happen to us, as we grow and learn, we change.  We add new things to our experience.  We get into situations that we have to overcome.  We have problems that we have to solve.  And from all these things we grow and learn and develop as people.  Authors have their characters do the same thing. Characters learn new things.  Characters solve problems and overcome situations.  They grow and learn and change and develop too, just like real people.  Readers have to notice these changes and infer about them.  Today we are going to learn how to do that.
Watch me continue reading the book we started the other day.  We had already inferred about Natasha’s (or other character’s) character traits.  Remember we made a chart of what we inferred about Natasha’s personality at the beginning of the book.  We noticed the clues telling what she did, what she said and thought, and what other characters said or thought about her.  We will now continue and notice if those clues start to change.  Then we will see if she has changed and grown from the beginning of the story to the end.
Read through the next pages.  Start to record new information on the chart about the character’s personality.  Highlight changes or growth.  

	Guided Practice
	Let’s try some together.  Read one or more of the final pages.  Turn and talk to a partner about any clues you heard on this page about what the character does, says or thinks or what another character says now at the end of the book,, that helps you know that this character has changed.
Record students’ thoughts on chart.
What can we say this character’s personality is like now at the end of the story?  How has she (he) developed and changed?  Turn and talk about this change.


	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	From now on when you are reading pay attention to how the author has a character change or develop from the beginning of the story to the end.  It is really important for readers to notice and infer about this.  
You can begin having students record their evidence about character development on a recording sheet like the one modeled in this lesson if you so choose or you can give them another day of practice before doing any recording.  You can have them use the same book(s) they used for the previous character trait lesson or they can use others.


	Group Share
	Share with a partner about how one of your characters changed or grew or developed throughout your story.    If the students used the graphic organizer to record their thoughts they could share that.


Inferring About Character Development
Name ____________________________

Date _____________________________

Title _____________________________

Author ___________________________

Character ___________________________________________
Trait (s) at beginning __________________________________

	What the character does.
	What the character says or thinks
	What other characters say or think about the character.

	
	
	


Trait (s) at end ______________________________________

	What the character does.
	What the character says or thinks
	What other characters say or think about the character.

	
	
	


How has the character changed or developed?



























































































