
Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Inferring with Poetry


	Materials
	Possible texts for focus lesson:

“The Tortoise” or “The Box Turtle” by Douglas Florian
“Dinosaurs” by Charles Malam
Various poems from When Riddles Come Rumbling: Poems to Ponder by Rebecca Kai Dotlich

	Connection


	We have been learning that good readers make inferences when they read.  An inference is what the reader thinks is probably true.  The author doesn’t always tell us everything, but we can take clues from the text and combine it with our background knowledge (schema) to make a logical inference about what is probably true about a story.  Today I am going to show you how good readers make inferences when they read poetry.

	Explicit Instruction


	Here is a poem by ________.  The author of this poem purposely does not tell us who or what s/he is writing about.  As readers, we need to read the author’s words and decide what the poem is probably about.  In other words, we need to make inferences to understand the poem. Let me show you what I mean with the poem by _____________. [Display a copy of the first poem on the SmartBoard or overhead.  Read through the poem one or two times.  Think aloud to demonstrate how to use clues from the text to determine what the poem is describing.  Track thinking under “My Thinking.”]  

	Guided Practice
	Now it’s your turn to try making inferences about a poem.
[Display a copy of the second poem on the SmartBoard or overhead.  Read through the poem one or two times.  Guide students as they use clues from the text to determine what the poem is describing.] 

	Send Off 
	I want you to always remember that good readers make inferences when they are reading all genres of text, including poetry.  Today during independent reading, I would like you to spend a few minutes practicing inferring with poetry on your own or with a partner. Be sure to record your thinking in the second column and your inference at the bottom of the sheet. We will share your ideas during group share. [Distribute copies of third poem to individual students or partnerships.] After you have finished reading and thinking about this poem, please continue with your independent reading.

	Group Share
	[Display independent practice poem on the SmartBoard.]What do you think this poem is describing?  How do you know?




























































































