Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Inferring Author’s Theme

	Materials
	Short text with clear theme, for example a story from Arnold Lobel’s Fables

	Connection


	You have been learning a lot about how good readers ask questions before, during and after their reading.  You also know that sometimes the answers to those questions aren’t really in the text itself, but that you have to infer them.  Good readers infer when they combine their background knowledge with the clues in the text and come up with an idea that’s probably true.  Often the best questions are answered through inferring.  These are the ones that we can talk about together, because often different readers might have inferred different ideas using the same text.  Inferring possible answers to some of our questions is a really important thing to do.

	Explicit Instruction


	Today we are going to talk about one of the most important times we infer.  At the end of a book, we often wonder about questions like these: “What does the author mean with this story?”  or “What does the author want us to think about and talk about when we finish this story?”  or “What is the author’s message to us?”   Usually authors write their books because they want readers to think about some big ideas when they are done reading.  They want us to be left with those kinds of questions.  They write their books to talk to us about those big ideas and to get us to think about them and talk about them with other readers.  This message that the author is giving us is called the theme of the story.  We usually have to infer the theme because often authors don’t tell us exactly. They want us to come up with those big ideas ourselves by inferring them. This is one of the most important kinds of thinking a reader does.
Watch me as I infer the theme of this story.  Read aloud one of the fables or some other short text with a clear theme.  Model inferring that theme based on lines from the text combined with background knowledge or schema.  You might even model a couple of different themes if the text lends itself to them, demonstrating that different inferences are possible based on the same text.
(You may wish to have the students have a copy of the text so that they too can refer to specific lines while you model.)

	Guided Practice
	Now it’s your turn.  Here is another short text. I will read it aloud to you. You pay attention to what might be the theme when we finish this story.  Read the text aloud.  At the end pose the questions: “What big ideas does the author want us to think about?” “What message is the author giving us?”  “What is the theme of this story?”  Turn and talk to a partner about what you think might be a theme of this story.  Be sure to look at the text and support your inferences with clues from the text.  Give the class a few moments to discuss, then discuss together.

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	When you go to Independent Reading, and in fact, any time you read, you should be thinking to yourself about what might be the theme, or the big ideas, of the story and about the clues in the story that helped you make that inference.

	Group Share
	Does anyone have a story in which they were able to infer the author’s theme or message?




























































































