
Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Inferring the meaning of unfamiliar words

	Materials
	A book with numerous unfamiliar words (perhaps from a different language) such as The Magic Gourd by Baba Wague Diakite

	Connection


	We have been talking about how good readers infer while they are reading.  We know that inferring is combining our background knowledge and experience (or schema) with the clues from the text, to come up with a guess that’s probably true.  Today we are going to use inferring to figure out some words we don’t really know, but we can make good guesses about. 


	Explicit Instruction


	I have a book here with many words that I don’t really know.  It is called The Magic Gourd and it is by Baba Wague Diakite.  On the title page it tells me that it is a West African folktale, so it is probably going to have some things and words in it that I don’t know much about, but I might be able to figure out.  Watch me as I try inferring in this story.  Note:  Model whichever of the following strategies that are appropriate to your grade level and that fit with the text you are reading.  You may wish to demonstrate some of them in following lessons. 
Read the first page. Pause at the word “drought” or some other uncommon word that might be difficult for this grade level for which you can use schema to help figure out.  It says here that there was a “drought.”  I’m not sure what that is but I think I can figure it out. It says in the text that “there was no rain.”  Now  I am going to use my schema.  I remember that when we didn’t get rain for a couple of weeks one summer that everything got really dry.  The grass turned brown.  The ground was all dusty.  Plants started dying.  That might be what drought means.  

Read on to the word “famine” or another word for which reading on may give clues to the meaning.  Now it says there was a “famine.”  I know that when it doesn’t rain and everything is dry, plants die.  Then the animals that eat the plants don’t have enough to eat and the animals that eat those animals don’t have enough to eat.  Now I will read on to see if I can get some more clues from the text.  In the next sentence it says “everyone was hungry” so famine must mean a time with not enough to eat.   
Let’s try another one.  Read  onto the second page where the chameleon addresses the rabbit.  Wait a minute. What does this mean?  “Dogo Zan!  Dogo Zan!?”  I need to figure that out.  I don’t have schema for those words.  When I read on I see the words I know all those words, let me go back and read that section again and see if I can understand when I reread.  Reread the paragraph with the quotation.  Oh, now I see that a voice is talking to the rabbit.  I know from my experience that when someone is talking they often use the name of the person they are talking to.  Then they say what it is they want to say. This voice is talking to the rabbit so maybe this means   Let’s see if that fits with the words from the text. Read replacing the unknown words with “Rabbit, Rabbit or Mr. Rabbit, Mr. Rabbit.”  By rereading I could get an idea of what is happening in the text and then I was able to think about what might replace the words I didn’t know to make sense with the text.

Let’s try one more.  Read on to where the rabbit gets the gourd (or some other place where a word can be figured out with picture clues).  I think I have heard the word gourd before but I’m not sure exactly what it means.  I will try to figure that out.  I think I heard the word in the Fall when pumpkins are out, so I think it has something to do with that.  In the picture I see that the rabbit has a vegetable that looks like a long pumpkin next to him.  He pulled something out of the bush for the chameleon which looks like a bowl.  The bowl looks like it could be the bottom of the vegetable the rabbit has.  I’m guessing that a gourd is that vegetable, sort of like a long pumpkin, that can be made into a bowl.


	Guided Practice
	So we have thought about several ways to infer the meaning of unknown words.  Let’s make an anchor chart together listing some of those ways.  Prompt the students to come up with these (or more):  using schema, reading on, rereading, looking for picture clues, etc.
A possible follow up (if time allows) might be going on and having students try to infer the meaning of an unfamiliar word and turn and talk about its meaning.  This could be done in a follow up lesson as well as the guided practice for this lesson.

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	Today when you are reading, if you come across a word that you don’t really know, try to infer its meaning by doing some of the things we just talked about.  When you come back for group share, you can show us the words and how you inferred their meanings.


	Group Share
	Did anyone find an unfamiliar word for which they could infer the meaning?




























































































