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Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Why Do Readers Abandon Books?

	Materials
	Books to model abandoning books (one nonfiction, one fiction, one sequel from a familiar series/author)

Chart paper (to create an anchor chart)


	Connection


	Yesterday, we learned how to talk about books so that we can learn from each other about books and reading.  Sometimes when we talk about books you may hear about or see a book that you want to try.  Sometimes these books are a perfect match for you!  But sometimes, the book might not be just right for you.


	Explicit Instruction


	Today, I’m going to teach you why readers sometimes abandon books before they finish reading them.  I have noticed that some of you keep deciding that you don’t want to finish a book that you have started.  This is called abandoning a book.  Sometimes readers choose a book to read and after they have given it a good try, they find that they are not enjoying it.  They are not interested in reading it anymore and they want to stop.

Watch me and listen as I share some books that I have abandoned and think aloud about why I abandoned them.

Model and think aloud about abandoning books.  For example:

· Show a nonfiction book: I did not have the background knowledge about this topic so I got confused.

· Show a fiction book: I found this book boring.  It took too long for the action to get started.

Show a sequel:  I was disappointed by this sequel.  It wasn’t as exciting as other books in this series or by this author.


	Guided Practice
	Turn and talk to a partner about a book you have abandoned and why you abandoned it.  [Allow about 1 minute for partners to share ideas.]

Let’s share our ideas about the good reasons why readers abandon books.  

Make a class chart called: Why Readers Abandon Books.
Post chart in the classroom.



	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	I want you to always remember that it is important to give a book a chance before you abandon it, but readers do abandon books sometimes.  If you are thinking about abandoning a book, think about why.  Ask yourself, “Did I give this book a good chance?”  After independent reading, we will have a chance to share some of the reasons that you have decided to abandon a book.


	Group Share
	Has anyone abandoned a book this year?  Discuss why you decided to abandon the book.  





