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Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Spaces are between words

	Materials
	Chart Paper with Nursery Rhyme – Humpty Dumpty

Various Nursery Rhymes written on blank white paper – Suggested: Mary Had a Little Lamb, Jack and Jill, Twinkle Twinkle Little Star, Ring Around the Rosie


	Connection


	We have been learning a lot about words and print over the part few weeks. We’ve also been reading lots of nursery rhymes together as part of our shared reading. 

Today, I’m going to teach you that there are spaces between words and we’re going to practice counting words that we see as we read.



	Explicit Instruction


	As we have learned, words are made up of different letters and as we read together there are many words that we are learning. One thing that good readers do is that they know how to identify words in stories they are reading. With practice this can be done automatically.

Words are separated by one another with spaces. Spaces help the reader know where a word begins and where a word ends. Let me show you this with the following words:

Write your name or a student’s name on chart paper.

Explain to the students that this is your first and last name and that there is a space in between to distinguish between both words. Show the students how to count these words by pointing your finger and indicate this to the students by writing the number 2 next to your name.



	Guided Practice
	Now we will practice counting the number of words in the nursery rhyme Humpty Dumpty. You can look for the spaces in between words to help you recognize where a word begins and where one ends.

Model this as shared reading: 1) teacher reads nursery rhyme 2) teacher and students read in unison 3) identify the number of words on each line of text. This can be done by having students come up to the chart and use a pointer to count the number of words on a line.


	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	Now, we will be going off into small groups. I have copies of 4 different nursery rhymes and with your group you will practice reading the nursery rhymes together by pointing to the different words. Then on your own you will count the total number of words on each line and write that number on your paper.



	Group Share
	Invite a student from each group to read their nursery rhyme and show how they counted each word on a line by using the spaces in between words.




Mary Had a Little Lamb

Mary had a little lamb, 


______

Little lamb, little lamb, 


______

Mary had a little lamb, 


______

Its fleece was white as snow.
______ 
Jack and Jill

Jack and Jill went up the hill, 
______

To fetch a pail of water. 

______

Jack fell down, 




______

And broke his crown



______

And Jill came tumbling after.
______

Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star

Twinkle, twinkle, little star,

______

How I wonder what you are. 
______

Up above the world so high, 
______

Like a diamond in the sky.

______

Ring Around the Rosie

Ring around the rosie, 


______

A pocket full of posies,


______

Ashes, ashes,





______

We all fall down!




______
