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Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	How do we listen?

	Materials
	A book to share during the demonstration.  It would work best if there were another adult available to serve as the reader of this text while the teacher demonstrates the behavioral components of the lesson.  A book on tape might work also.

Chart paper (to create an anchor chart)


	Connection


	Over the past few days we have been talking about how readers need to think about and talk about the books they read.  Yesterday we…


	Explicit Instruction


	Today we are going to think about the other side of that discussion about books.  We are going to think about how we listen to another reader who is telling us about a book and his or her thinking.  

Demonstration Part 1:  Watch me pretend I am listening.   Role-play listening as a story is read aloud (this is where is would be helpful to have another adult to interact with during this demonstration).  Model inappropriate listening behavior (talking out, fidgeting, getting up, lying down, turning around, etc.)  Then demonstrate appropriate behavior (the opposite of all those other behaviors noted above).  

Let’s make a list of how to be a good listener. Think about the behaviors you saw during my demonstration that someone who is being a polite listener would show.  Make list. 

Demonstration Part 2:  Now watch me as I pretend to be having a conversation with __________ about the book we just read.  Watch for some behaviors which would help our conversation and others which would not help our conversation. Have a short conversation with the other adult who is helping with this lesson (or have a student play that role if another adult is not available).  Demonstrate some inappropriate listening behaviors (interrupting, fidgeting, getting up, changing the subject, etc.).  Then demonstrate appropriate behaviors, especially how to listen to comments made by the other person and respond to them, building from them and basing your own comments on what was just said.

Let’s make a list of how to listen and respond to another reader during a one-to-one conversation about reading. Make a list.  This list could be on the same chart paper as the previous list so that students may reference them together in the future.



	Guided Practice
	Now you will try to be a good listener and reading partner.  Turn and talk to a partner about the book we have just read.  Try to use some of the appropriate behaviors we listed. Try also to listen to what your partner says and then say a response back that is based on what your partner just said.


	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	Now you will be going off to do Independent Reading. Walk quietly to your reading spot. While you are reading today think about some things you might say to a reading partner about your book and your thinking.  When we come back together you will be having a reading conversation with a partner and you will be showing your good listening and responding during that conversation.  Remember, Independent Reading is a quiet time in our room.



	Group Share
	Turn to a partner and talk about what you read today.  Take turns talking about your books.  Be sure you listen to what your partner is saying about his or her book and that you try to respond based on what the person just said.




