Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Good readers know that some questions are answered in the text and some are not.

	Materials
	Any book, anchor chart with list of questions categories including A=Answered, BK=Background knowledge, I=Inferred, D=Discussion, R=Research, and H=Huh??

	Connection


	Yesterday, we talked about thick and thin questions. Once we ask questions, there are a few things that might happen. We might be able to answer some of our questions as we read. Some of our questions might be answered by our own background knowledge. Sometimes we have to take our best guess, or inference, about a question based on what we know. Occasionally, research might help us answer our questions. And sometimes…our questions just can’t be answered at all!

	Explicit Instruction


	I’m going to make a list of some questions I have about this book The Graves Family by Patricia Polacco. I’ll record my questions on my chart. Before I even begin reading, I have some questions. 
Who are the Graves? Do they live in a haunted house? Is this a story about Halloween? (Begin reading the text and recording questions.) Why did the Graves family move to Union City? Where are they from? I wonder why Ronnie doesn’t want his neighbors to come in the house. Is he hiding something or is he trying to protect his friends? What other friends do Sara and Seth have? (Stop after numerous questions have been generated and some have been answered.) I’m going to take a look back at my questions and think about what I know after reading. To help me do that, I am going to classify these questions into different categories by labeling them according to my chart. Let’s see if there are any questions that I have answered so far. I’ll label those with an “A” for answered. 
· Who are the Graves? A

· Do they live in a haunted house? A

· Is this a story about Halloween? A
· Why did the Graves family move to Union City? A
These questions have been answered by evidence in the text. This question I had, “Is Ronnie trying to hide something or protect his friends? has not really been answered. I can make a guess or inference about that though. I will label that question with an “I” for inference. (Continue labeling all the questions appropriately.) Hmmm…what about these questions that remain. Where is the Graves family from? That question was never answered and I don’t think I can answer it based on my reading, inferring, or discussion. I’ll label that one “Huh?” because it cannot be answered. (Label any other similar questions in the same way.) Some questions were answered through my experience reading and thinking about this text. I know understand this story so much better. Some questions were not answered but I realize that I didn’t need those answers to understand the text. Who knows? Maybe as I continue to read, I will come up with more questions, some of which I can answer and some I cannot. 

	Guided Practice
	Now listen as I continue reading and generating some more questions. (Record more questions as you read.) 
Now turn and talk to a partner about my questions. What labels would you use to classify these questions? (After turn and talk, ask partners to volunteer some responses and label the questions accordingly on the chart. Allow students to discuss why the chose the labels.)

	Send Off 
(for Independent Practice)
	During independent reading, I want you to record your questions on sticky notes. Place them in the text as you come up with them. At some point during or after your reading, return to your questions and label them with these classifications. Classifying our questions will cause us to think about the types of questions that can and cannot be answered.  

	Group Share
	Allow students to share and discuss the different types of questions generated. 


