Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Good readers read to answer questions.

	Materials
	Nonfiction texts related to topic of study in science or social studies at various levels, sticky notes

	Connection


	Yesterday, we talked about how sometimes we can find answers to our questions in the text and sometimes we cannot. Sometimes, the purpose of our reading is to answer questions. This is particularly true when we are researching a topic or studying something specific. 

	Explicit Instruction


	We have been studying the topic of life cycles in science and I know I have many questions that still remain. Watch as I think aloud about life cycle questions and record them on my chart. I know a lot about the life cycle of a butterfly, but I wonder…Do other insects have similar life cycles? Do other insects undergo metamorphosis? I know that frogs undergo great changes in their life cycles. I wonder how the life cycle of a frog compares to the life cycle of a butterfly. (Continue listing related questions.) I know that I can read nonfiction texts to help me find answers to these questions that are generated in my daily study of butterfly life cycles. 

	Guided Practice
	Turn and talk to your partner about other life cycle questions you have been wondering about based on our studies. List your questions on your sticky notes. 

	Send Off 
(for Independent Practice)
	During independent reading today, I want you to use some of the nonfiction books in the class library and around the room to help you read for the purpose of answering your questions. As you read, you may generate new questions to answer. Always remember that one purpose for reading is finding the answers to the questions on our mind. As you read, don’t forget to notice when you learn something new (you’ll know if you hear the signal words in your head like “Wow! I didn’t know that!) or when you realize you had a misconception (you’ll know if you hear the signal words in your head like “What???).   

	Group Share
	Allow students to share and discuss answers to some of their questions.  


