Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Good readers read with a question in mind.

	Materials
	Nonfiction texts related to topic of study in science or social studies at various levels, student thinksheets with two columns titles “My Most Important Questions” and “Notes that Help Me Answer these Questions”

	Connection


	Yesterday, we talked about how readers read to find answers to their questions. Sometimes when we read nonfiction, we feel overwhelmed by the amount of information we read. In some cases, we can improve our learning by focusing our reading around the most important questions we have.  

	Explicit Instruction


	I realized that I had so many questions about life cycles…so many that I became a little overwhelmed when I was reading to find answers. So…I’ve been thinking about my most important questions. If I can identify them, I can narrow down answers that I am looking for in the text. In fact, I can use text features and do something called skimming and scanning. If I have just a few important questions, I can use the table of contents or index to find related sections in a book. Watch me as I use the table of contents to focus my reading on a particular question. I’m really wondering about the life cycle of frogs and how they compare to the life cycle of butterflies. This is a really important question to me. I will record it on my chart in the column titled “My Most Important Questions.” Now, I will take a look at this book titled “Life Cycles.” Hmmm…it has life cycles for many organisms. I could get overwhelmed looking through this whole book for information about frogs. But look at this…I notice in the table of contents that there is a chapter called “The Life Cycle of Frogs.” Perfect! Let me turn to those pages and see whether I can find some answers. Oh boy! There is a lot of information in this chapter. Let me look back at my chart and recall my important question. (Reread the question.) Okay…I want to know how the life cycle of a frog compares to the life cycle of a butterfly. Let me skim and scan, or look quickly through the chapter at the headings, photos, and graphics to see if any of it jumps out at me in relation to my question. Oh look! This graphic actually compares the life cycle of the two organisms! That is so helpful! I will use the second column in my chart to record some notes from this graphic that pertain to my question. 

	Guided Practice
	Turn and talk to your partner about some of the things I did to help me focus my reading on my one important question. (Share and record strategies.) 

	Send Off 
(for Independent Practice)
	During independent reading today, select just-right nonfiction texts that pertain to our studies.  I want you to remember to focus your reading on one or two important questions, use text structures to help you locate answers, and skim and scan the text to find the answers to your important questions. Record you questions and answers on your student thinksheet.

	Group Share
	Allow students to share and discuss some of their important questions and answers.


