	Focus Lesson Topic
	Recording the retelling of a story

	Materials
	Short fiction text, construction paper 

	Connection
 
	 
Yesterday, we talked about retelling the parts of a story.

	Explicit Instruction
 
	Today, I’m going to show you a way to record your retelling so that you will have one way of sharing the events in your book. There are different ways of retelling a story but today we’ll tell it with pictures and/or words on paper.  This method will help us preserve our thoughts as we retell so that we can share them later.
Watch me as I prepare my paper to preserve my thinking as I retell. You will all be able to create your own tools to preserve your retelling.  (Fold a piece of construction paper into four squares. Tape the paper to the easel so you can model as you go. In the very first box, record the title of the book.) 
Now watch me as I read my book and record my retelling. (You may also encourage students to read by doing a picture walk if you have many nonreaders.) Read the text aloud to the students.
Now that I have read my book, I will think about what happened in the beginning of the story. (Think aloud about the beginning.) Now I will record my thinking about the beginning in the next box on my paper. (Model writing or drawing about the beginning on the construction paper. Continue to fill in the middle and end in the remaining boxes.) This tool allows me to remember my thinking about the beginning, middle, and end of the story. I can use to help me retell later. 

	Guided Practice
	Turn and talk to a partner. How do you think this way of recording the beginning, middle, and end will help me and others understand the story better?

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	 Okay, now it is time for you to try.  In your independent reading bags, you will find a piece of construction paper. Bring this paper, along with drawing materials and your book to your independent reading spot. Read your book and then record your retelling the way I did. Good readers use strategies like retelling to help them understand a book. As you read, please remember to stop and think about what happens during each part of the story.  I’ll be looking forward to when you will share your understandings with us during group share!

	Group Share
	 During our focus lesson, we learned about a way of preserving our thinking so that we can retell a story. Can you show us how you use your paper to help you retell the story you read?


This works really well for a variety of readers/learners.  Picture walking through the book or retelling through pictures on their paper works great for students who are not quite reading or writing yet.  For those who are more advanced readers, a journal paper can accompany their word/picture retelling tool to enhance their writing skills.  

