
Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	How do readers show (record) the order of a story?
(this lesson could be a follow up to ones focusing on how a story is put together—in order (beginning, middle, end)—in which students explore the concept of order and use order words (at first, then, next, finally, etc.) and how readers keep that order in mind while constructing a retelling (orally at first)

	Materials
	A book to use during the focus lesson.  It should be one that has a simple plot line, the sequence of which will be easy for the students to follow. It could be one that has been previously read during read aloud, particularly at a lesson focusing on how readers keep order in mind while reading based on the structure of beginning, middle and end.
Independent reading bag with 3-5 titles, some of which should be fiction.

	Connection

1 minute
	You have been talking about how readers have two jobs.  Readers have to figure out and say the words on the page, but readers also have to think about what they are reading.  We have especially been talking about how readers think about the way the story is put together and the order of the things that happen in the story. Stories have a beginning, a middle and an end.  When readers retell the story to themselves, they tell the important parts of the story in this right order.  


	Explicit Instruction

10-15 minutes

	Today, we’re going to talk more about how readers  think about that order and how they can record the order on a special chart.  
Look at this chart I have here (a simple retelling guide—see below). I’m going to look through this book again (one previously read works best).  While looking at the pictures, I’m going to remember the order of the story that we talked about before. This time I’m going to fill in this chart to record the order.
Watch me remember what happened at the beginning. Construct a sentence or two that recaps what happened at the beginning of the story.  Write these sentences on the chart.  

	Guided Practice
5 minutes
	Now let’s fill in the rest of this chart together.  Let’s remember what happened in the middle and then the end of the book, in the right order. Look at the pictures as I page through the book to help remind yourself what happened.  Be sure to focus on the words “next”  and “then” and “finally.”  Continue with the middle and end portions of the book.  Have students retell the order of the middle and end of the book, either to one another or directly to you, while you record their sentences (with some tweaking by you as necessary).  


	Send Off [for Independent Practice]

about 15 min. for gr. 1
about 20 min. for gr.2/3
(Hopefully by now, the time spent in independent reading has increased since the launch of RW.)

*Independent Reading time should increase as year progresses.

**It is important to end time period while students are still actively engaged in their reading.


	Now you will be going off to do Independent Reading. Walk quietly to your spot and read from your book bag (box).  While you are reading think about what is happening in the story.  Stop and think about the order in your story, especially what happens at the beginning, the middle, and the end..  You may then reread the book  or quietly choose another from your bag.  When we come back together I will want to hear about the order of what happened in your story.
Grade 3 and up (maybe some grade 2):  You could also have students fill in a retelling chart if you think they are ready for this step. You could also follow up with this step on another day. Just be sure they are using a story with a simple and short plot so as not to become bogged down in a long retelling.


	Group Share
	Turn to a partner and retell what happened in your story.



Simple retelling guide:  (Eventually the title, the name of the character(s) and the setting should be added to this chart. If your students have already worked on those important parts, then they could be added now.)
In the beginning ……..

Then  ……

After that ……..

And then …………….

Next ……………….

Finally (In the end) ………………


























































































