Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Giving a Book Talk

	Materials
	A book to use during the focus lesson for which to give a book talk

Independent reading bag with 3-5 titles, including several fiction books.



	Connection

1 minute
	Over the past few weeks you have been learning a lot about retelling.  Remember, readers have to figure out and say the words on the page, but readers also have to think about what they are reading. Retelling is a kind of thinking that readers do.  Retelling is telling the important parts of a story over again in the right order.  Retelling helps readers understand a story and remember it longer.
Retelling also lets us tell others what a book is about which is something you might want to do when you are telling a friend about a book he or she might want to read.



	Explicit Instruction

5-10 minutes

Make an anchor chart entitled Giving A Book Talk  with these steps:
Title

Author

Character(s)

Setting

Problem

Main Events

Solution

Ending (don’t give too much away)

Your thoughts about the book


	Today, I’m going to show you how a reader can use retelling while giving a book talk.  A book talk is when you talk about a book.  You don’t read the whole book to that person.  You tell someone about a book, retelling the story and saying some things that will let another reader think if he or she would like to read that book too.
Demonstrate giving a book talk about the book chosen for this focus lesson.  Model the following parts:
First I will tell you the title   ____________

Then I will you the author ______________

Now I will retell the story. I will tell you the name(s) of the main character(s). ___________

 I will tell you the setting. __________

 I will tell you about the problem. _______________

 I will tell you about the important things that happen in the story as the problem is worked out. ____________________________

*Now I will tell you a LITTLE about the ending.  If the ending is something that is better enjoyed if a reader is surprised by it when he or she is reading it, then I will be careful not to give too much away. I don’t want to spoil the surprise or the ending for someone reading the book later. __________________

Finally, I will tell you why I liked this story and why I wanted to tell you about it. _________________________


	Guided Practice

5 minutes
	It’s your turn to think about how to give a book talk.  Look at this chart and then turn and talk to a partner. Tell each other the things you should talk about when you are giving a book talk to someone else about a story you have read.


	Send Off [for Independent Practice]

about 15-20. for gr. 1

about 20-25 min.or  more  for gr.2/3

(Hopefully by now, the time spent in independent reading has increased since the launch of RW.)

*Independent Reading time should increase as year progresses.

**It is important to end time period while students are still actively engaged in their reading.


	Now you will be going off to do Independent Reading. Walk quietly to your spot and read from your book bag (box).  While you are reading think about what is happening in the story.  Think about what you would say if you were going to give a book talk about the story you are reading.  


	Group Share
	Choose one student (perhaps while you are conferring) to give a book talk about the story he/she read during IR.



Possible follow up:  A second lesson with another book talk (referring back to anchor chart) and with guided practice and/or share where everyone gives a book talk to a partner.

Anchor Chart:
How To Give A Book Talk



Say:




The Title




The Author




The Main Character(s)




The Setting




The Problem




The Important Things That Happen



The Solution




The Ending (Don’t give too much away!!)




Why you liked the story.


























































































