Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	How does retelling help you understand a story?

(Readers can use retelling to help build and rebuild comprehension.)

	Materials
	A book to use during the focus lesson (it should be one with a plot complicated enough to allow for places to stop and retell periodically throughout as understanding of the story grows)
Independent reading bag with 3-5 titles, including several fiction books.



	Connection

1 minute
	Over the past few weeks you have been learning a lot about retelling.  Remember, readers have to figure out and say the words on the page, but readers also have to think about what they are reading. Retelling.is a kind of thinking that readers do.  Retelling is telling the important parts of a story over again in the right order.  Retelling helps readers understand a story and remember it longer.


	Explicit Instruction

5-10 minutes

The underlined words to the right could be used on an anchor chart, defining retelling.
	Today, I’m going to show you how retelling helps a reader understand a story better.
I’m going to read this story to you. Watch what happens as I read and watch what I do to understand better.

Demonstrate reading a story, feigning some comprehension problems every few pages.  Show how a reader can use retelling as a strategy to think about the meaning, to build or rebuild comprehension.  Every few pages retell what happened up to that point clearing up any comprehension problems while doing so.  Do this several times.



	Guided Practice

5 minutes
	Repeat stopping after a comprehension problem.  Now it’s your turn. Turn and talk to a partner.  Retell what just happened to each other and figure out what the story means here.
Call on a student or two to clear up a comprehension problem just encountered..



	Send Off [for Independent Practice]

about 15 min. for gr. 1

about 20-25 min. for gr.2/3

(Hopefully by now, the time spent in independent reading has increased since the launch of RW.)

*Independent Reading time should increase as year progresses.

**It is important to end time period while students are still actively engaged in their reading.


	Now you will be going off to do Independent Reading. Walk quietly to your spot and read from your book bag (box).  While you are reading, think about what is happening in the story.  Stop every few pages and retell what just happened to yourself.  If you find that you don’t understand what is happening in the story, stop and retell to yourself.  See if that will help you figure out what the story means.  When we come back together I will want to hear how retelling to yourself every few pages helped you understand better.


	Group Share
	Who used retelling to help them understand their story better.  

Choose one or two students to share.
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