Sensory Images in Native American Literature

	Focus Lesson Topic
	Creating sensory images from Native American poetry.

	Materials
	· Dancing Teepees, Selected by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve
· Native American Packet (including selections of Native American Poetry and “Native American Sensory Images Worksheet”)

	Connection

Tell them what you taught them yesterday.

     ( 1 minute!
	During this past month, we have discussed how to make personal connections with literature and use our background knowledge (schema) to create visualizations and sensory images using the genre of fiction. We began by stating that good readers create visualizations in their minds while reading-like a movie in your mind. We have also practiced using evidence from the text to help us discuss imagery that the author uses in their writing. 

	Explicit Instruction

SHOW them exactly how to do it. Read and think aloud while they watch, or demonstrate exactly what you want them to do.

( 5-10 minutes!
	Today I am going to teach you how good readers use this same strategy to better understand and enjoy poetry. 

Model:  I would like for you to watch me carefully as I model this strategy for you. I’m going to read this Native American poem called “Dancing Teepees” by Calvin O’John and Ute-Navajo. I will think out loud so that you can see how I use this strategy. Pay attention to my thinking and what I do when I use sensory images to help me to understand and enjoy this poem. Please follow along on your copy of the poem.  

	Guided Practice

Ask them to try it with you, or with a partner.

( 3-5 minutes!
	Now I would like for everyone to practice this strategy together. When I say go, please turn and talk with your buddy about the things that you noticed I did while reading this poem. 

Stop. Please raise your hand to share what you and your partner have noticed about how I created sensory images. 

Let’s practice together. Raise your hand and help me create a graphic organizer of some of the sensory details in this poem. 

Create web together on the board. 

	Send Off [for Independent Practice]
	Now you will be going off to try this strategy during independent reading (or with a small group guided by the teacher). Walk quietly to your spot. Use the “Sensory Details Worksheet” in your packet to record all of the evidence from the text for each sense and how it helped you to understand and enjoy this poem.  Remember, when we come back for group share I will want to hear about all of the sensory details you found in the Native American Poetry and how the author’s use of imagery helped you to understand or enjoy your poem in a new way. 

	Group Share

( 5-10 minutes!
	Choose a few students to share their use of the strategy of creating sensory images. 


