Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	How are stories put together?
(beginning—middle—end)

Retelling a personal experience

	Materials
	Independent reading bag with 3-5 titles including several fiction books.


	Connection

1 minute
	Over the past few days we have been talking about how readers have to think and notice things in their reading.


	Explicit Instruction

5-10 minutes

	Today, we are going to talk about how stories are put together.  I’m going to tell you a story.  I am going to tell you what I did on Saturday (or some other similar, simple experiential story).  Listen to how my story is put together. (Be sure to use words like fist, next, and then, later, at the end, etc.)
After telling the story, discuss how the story was structured, basically in sequential order.  Focus on the key words which bring out the sequence (see list above).  

In the story I told you, I made sure I went in the right order.  When you tell a story, it helps someone else understand it if you tell it in the right order.  Most stories go in this order:  they start at the beginning;  then there is a middle; and then they are finished at the end.  Stories have a beginning, a middle and an end.  Let’s think about the beginning, middle and end of my story.  Review your story emphasizing the beginning, middle and end.



	Guided Practice
5 minutes
	Now it’s your turn to try.  Turn and talk to a partner.  Tell your partner the story of what you did yesterday afternoon (or on Saturday, or some other experience).  Be sure to think about the order of your story and to include the beginning, the middle and the end.


	Send Off [for Independent Practice]

about 15 min. for gr. 1
about 20 min. for gr.2/3
(Hopefully by now, the time spent in independent reading has increased since the launch of RW.)

*Independent Reading time should increase as year progresses.

**It is important to end time period while students are still actively engaged in their reading.


	Now you will be going off to do Independent Reading. Walk quietly to your spot and read from your book bag (box).  While you are reading think about what is happening in the story and the order in which it is happening.  If you finish your book, you may then reread the book  or quietly choose another from your bag.  When we come back together we will be sharing your thoughts about the order of the stories.


	Group Share
	Who has  a story about which you have thought about the order?
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