Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	How do readers keep track of the order of the story?  

(this lesson could be a follow up to one focusing on how a story is put together—in order (beginning, middle, end)—in which students explore the concept of order and use order words (at first, then, next, finally, etc.)

	Materials
	A book to use during the focus lesson.  It should be one that has a simple plot line, the sequence of which will be easy for the students to follow. It could be one that has been previously read during read aloud, or one that will be read during the focus lesson.

Independent reading bag with 3-5 titles, some of which should be fiction.

	Connection

1 minute
	You have been talking about how readers have two jobs.  Readers have to figure out and say the words on the page, but readers also have to think about what they are reading.  In the reader’s mind, a lot of thinking is going on. That thinking is what helps you understand the story.  You have also been talking about one of those kinds of thinking that readers do, when readers think about how the story is put together and the order of the things that happen in the story, and that stories are put together so that readers can follow them through, from beginning, through the middle, to the end.  When readers retell the story to themselves, they tell the important parts of the story in the right order.  


	Explicit Instruction

10-15 minutes

	Today, we’re going to talk more about how readers figure out that order and how they notice the beginning, middle and end of the story and how readers have to keep the order in mind throughout the story.
Watch me read this story.  Watch how I stop and notice what happens at the beginning and how I keep it in my mind by saying it over to myself. Read first page(s) of text. Stop and model retelling the beginning to yourself.
Now watch me read the next part of the book.  I will stop at times and remember what is happening so that I can use it when I am ready to say the story to myself.  Read next pages and model stopping and retelling plot to yourself.  


	Guided Practice
5 minutes
	Continue with the middle portion of the book.  Stop and have students turn and talk to retell  what happened in that portion of the story.  Continue on through the end of the story and have students retell the ending to one another or choose one to retell end to entire group.


	Send Off [for Independent Practice]

about 15 min. for gr. 1
about 20 min. for gr.2/3
(Hopefully by now, the time spent in independent reading has increased since the launch of RW.)

*Independent Reading time should increase as year progresses.

**It is important to end time period while students are still actively engaged in their reading.


	Now you will be going off to do Independent Reading. Walk quietly to your spot and read from your book bag (box).  While you are reading think about what is happening in the story.  Stop and think about the order in your story, especially what happens at the beginning, the middle, and the end..  You may then reread the book  or quietly choose another from your bag.  When we come back together I will want to hear about the order of what happened in your story.


	Group Share
	Turn to a partner and retell what happened at the beginning of your story.



A possible follow up to this lesson might be taking the same book used in this lesson, and use it to model how readers chart and write about the sequence of a story.  In that lesson, a chart might be created that can serve as a retelling guide to structure a student’s retelling.
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