Focus Lesson Planning Sheet

	Focus Lesson Topic
	What is retelling?

	Materials
	A book to use during the focus lesson, which will be very familiar to the kids before the lesson.  It could be one that has been read previously to the class or could be a written version of a well known story (such as James Marshall’s Goldilocks and the Three Bears), or a very simple book (such as Ruth Krauss’ The Carrot Seed).
Independent reading bag with 3-5 titles.


	Connection

1 minute
	Over the past few weeks you have been learning a lot about how Readers’ Workshop works and practicing all its parts.  Yesterday you talked about how readers have two jobs.  Readers have to figure out and say the words on the page, but readers also have to think about what they are reading.  In the reader’s mind, a lot of thinking is going on. That thinking is what helps you understand the story.


	Explicit Instruction

5-10 minutes
The underlined words to the right could be used on an anchor chart, defining retelling.
	Today, I’m going to start teaching you about one kind of thinking that can go on in a reader’s mind.  It’s called retelling.  Retelling is a strategy readers use to think about what they are reading.  When we retell a story, we tell the important parts, in the right order.  This helps us to understand the story better and remember it longer.  Strong readers stop and retell while they are reading to help them understand the story.

Watch me retell this story. (This is why it is best to use a story with which the students are already familiar, so that you don’t have to read the story right now, but simply focus on the retelling itself.  If you so choose, however, you could at this point, read the story first, and then retell it. This option might work best if the text you will read first and then retell is a very short and simple one.)  Retell the story, making sure you mention the characters, the setting, the problem or conflict, the important plot elements, and the resolution.


	Guided Practice
5 minutes
	Turn and tolk to a partner, telling each other what I did when I retold the story. Call their attention back, and revisit the idea that retelling is telling what happened in the story in the right order.
OR

Call on a student or two to reiterate the definition of retelling.


	Send Off [for Independent Practice]

about 10 min. for gr. 1
about 15 min. for gr.2/3
(Hopefully by now, the time spent in independent reading has increased since the launch of RW.)

*Independent Reading time should increase as year progresses.

**It is important to end time period while students are still actively engaged in their reading.


	Now you will be going off to do Independent Reading. Walk quietly to your spot and read from your book bag (box).  While you are reading think about what is happening in the story.  If you finish your book, stop and think about the important parts in the right order.  You may then reread the book  or quietly choose another from your bag.  When we come back together I will want to hear a retelling of a book or a part of a book  you read today..  


	Group Share
	Who has a book that they would like to retell to  the class?  
Choose one or two students to share.
Or

Have students retell to a partner.
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