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Conducting Mid-Year and Year-End Independent Reading Conferences Using WRSD Reading Benchmarks

What is the Purpose of this Conference?
The purpose of this independent reading conference is to determine whether students of concern have progressed to appropriate mid-year or year-end benchmarks. Students of concern are defined as those who failed to meet prior DRA benchmarks, students who met a DRA benchmark but struggled somewhat on one or more aspects of the assessment, or students who you suspect may have regressed. 
How is this Conference Conducted?

To conduct an independent reading conference using WRSD Reading Benchmarks, proceed with the following steps:

1. Select the students that meet the criteria for this assessment. 
2. Review the benchmark for your grade level. 

3. Develop a schedule of conferences for the selected students over the course of the assessment period.

4. Add the student names to the WRSD Reading Benchmark Conference Data Form.

5. As you confer with each student, record the date of the conference.

6. In the third column of the data form, indicate your reasons for this type of independent reading conference.
7. Provide the student with the appropriate guided reading level text for his or her grade level. (If you already know that a student will struggle with the grade-level benchmark text, do not use it in the conference. Instead, select the grade-level with a corresponding text level that you believe will be appropriate.)
8. Ask the student to read the text. If the grade-level strategies include fluency skills, have the student read some or all of the text aloud. 
9. Prepare your conference prompts and questions. You will need to provide prompts that correspond to the strategies students should be able to demonstrate at each grade level. (e.g., What do you think will happen? Why do you think that? Did you make any connections to the passage? What questions do you have about that?) 

10. Pose your prompts and questions throughout the conference. Allow the student to reread the text if necessary.
11. In the last columns on the form, indicate whether you believe the student has progressed to meet the grade level benchmark or not.
12. If you have not taught some of the strategies listed for the benchmark, simply put a line through it on the form to indicate that it was not included in the assessment. (If instruction was provided for a strategy, then it is expected that a student should demonstrate application of that strategy, either independently or through prompting when appropriate.) 

Will this Conference Provide Accurate Data?

This is an independent reading conference like any other you conduct in your classroom. It is not intended to be a highly structured assessment. Like all other reading conferences, this one has a clear purpose that leads to instructional decisions. In this case, the purpose is to determine whether struggling students have progressed or caught up with standards of proficiency, and which instructional goals might be prioritized. 

A mid-year and end-year conference allows us to achieve these goals at points in time when we can predict what reading levels should be achieved and what strategies should be demonstrated while reading at these levels. Like other conferences, your observations and professional judgment will determine next steps. In cases where you believe a student has not progressed sufficiently, this conference may be used as a rationale for further intervention. The Reading Benchmark conference data is another tool we can use to plan the best approaches for each individual student. 
What if I am Unsure about the Results of a Reading Benchmarks Conference?

Contact a literacy coach or your principal if you have concerns about this conference. Keep in mind that this is supposed to be a relaxed, authentic conference during which a student shows you that he/she can accomplish the following:

· Read a grade-appropriate text 
· Apply multiple grade-appropriate strategies
· Reveal an understanding of the text as these strategies are applied and discussed

Kindergarten WRSD Reading Benchmark Conference Form: Year-End
	Student Name
	Date of Conference
	Reason for Conference
	Reads Level B Text While Demonstrating the Following Strategies
	Meets Benchmark

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Matches one-to-one, speech to print

· Attends to the initial letter in a word
· Uses patterns and picture cues
· Makes connections
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed
· Other
	· Matches one-to-one, speech to print

· Attends to the initial letter in a word
· Uses patterns and picture cues
· Makes connections
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed
· Other
	· Matches one-to-one, speech to print

· Attends to the initial letter in a word
· Uses patterns and picture cues
· Makes connections
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed
· Other
	· Matches one-to-one, speech to print

· Attends to the initial letter in a word
· Uses patterns and picture cues
· Makes connections
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed
· Other
	· Matches one-to-one, speech to print

· Attends to the initial letter in a word
· Uses patterns and picture cues
· Makes connections
	· Yes

· No


Grade One WRSD Reading Benchmark Conference Form: Mid-Year
	Student Name
	Date of Conference
	Reason for Conference
	Reads Level F Text While Demonstrating the Following Strategies
	Meets Benchmark

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Applies knowledge of decoding skills and high frequency words
· Retells using beginning, middle, and end 

· Monitors own reading using meaning, syntax, and visual cues
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed
· Other
	· Applies knowledge of decoding skills and high frequency words
· Retells using beginning, middle, and end 

· Monitors own reading using meaning, syntax, and visual cues
	· Yes

· No 

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed
· Other
	· Applies knowledge of decoding skills and high frequency words
· Retells using beginning, middle, and end 

· Monitors own reading using meaning, syntax, and visual cues
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed
· Other
	· Applies knowledge of decoding skills and high frequency words
· Retells using beginning, middle, and end 

· Monitors own reading using meaning, syntax, and visual cues
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed
· Other
	· Applies knowledge of decoding skills and high frequency words
· Retells using beginning, middle, and end 

· Monitors own reading using meaning, syntax, and visual cues
	· Yes

· No


Grade One WRSD Reading Benchmark Conference Form: Year-End
	Student Name
	Date of Conference
	Reason for Conference
	Reads Level I Text While Demonstrating the Following Strategies
	Meets Benchmark

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Reads fluently with appropriate rate and expression

· Self-corrects
· Makes connections
· Retells the story 

· Creates sensory images
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed
· Other
	· Reads fluently with appropriate rate and expression

· Self-corrects
· Makes connections
· Retells the story 

· Creates sensory images
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed
· Other
	· Reads fluently with appropriate rate and expression

· Self-corrects
· Makes connections
· Retells the story 

· Creates sensory images
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed
· Other
	· Reads fluently with appropriate rate and expression

· Self-corrects
· Makes connections
· Retells the story 

· Creates sensory images
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed
· Other
	· Reads fluently with appropriate rate and expression

· Self-corrects
· Makes connections
· Retells the story 

· Creates sensory images
	· Yes

· No


Grade Two WRSD Reading Benchmark Conference Form: Mid-Year
	Student Name
	Date 
	Reason for Conference
	Reads Level L Text While Demonstrating the Following Strategies
	Meets Benchmark

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Rereads for accuracy and fluency

· Uses phonetic clues for decoding (e.g., compound words, suffixes)
· Uses punctuation to read with expression and phrasing

· Self-corrects errors that cause loss of meaning 

· Retells the story with specific language from the text

· Monitors for meaning
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Rereads for accuracy and fluency

· Uses phonetic clues for decoding (e.g., compound words, suffixes)
· Uses punctuation to read with expression and phrasing

· Self-corrects errors that cause loss of meaning 

· Retells the story with specific language from the text

· Monitors for meaning
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Rereads for accuracy and fluency

· Uses phonetic clues for decoding (e.g., compound words, suffixes)
· Uses punctuation to read with expression and phrasing

· Self-corrects errors that cause loss of meaning 

· Retells the story with specific language from the text

· Monitors for meaning
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Rereads for accuracy and fluency

· Uses phonetic clues for decoding (e.g., compound words, suffixes)
· Uses punctuation to read with expression and phrasing

· Self-corrects errors that cause loss of meaning 

· Retells the story with specific language from the text

· Monitors for meaning
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Rereads for accuracy and fluency

· Uses phonetic clues for decoding (e.g., compound words, suffixes)
· Uses punctuation to read with expression and phrasing

· Self-corrects errors that cause loss of meaning 

· Retells the story with specific language from the text

· Monitors for meaning
	· Yes

· No


Grade Two WRSD Reading Benchmark Conference Form: Year-End
	Student Name
	Date 
	Reason for Conference
	Reads Level M Text While Demonstrating the Following Strategies
	Meets Benchmark

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Reads fluently with intonation and phrasing

· Makes personal connections to the story

· Retells the story, including connected, personal thoughts

· Monitors for meaning

· Makes inferences supported by evidence from the text
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Reads fluently with intonation and phrasing

· Makes personal connections to the story

· Retells the story, including connected, personal thoughts

· Monitors for meaning

· Makes inferences supported by evidence from the text
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Reads fluently with intonation and phrasing

· Makes personal connections to the story

· Retells the story, including connected, personal thoughts

· Monitors for meaning

· Makes inferences supported by evidence from the text
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Reads fluently with intonation and phrasing

· Makes personal connections to the story

· Retells the story, including connected, personal thoughts

· Monitors for meaning

· Makes inferences supported by evidence from the text
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Reads fluently with intonation and phrasing

· Makes personal connections to the story

· Retells the story, including connected, personal thoughts

· Monitors for meaning

· Makes inferences supported by evidence from the text
	· Yes

· No


Grade Three WRSD Reading Benchmark Conference Form: Mid-Year
	Student Name
	Date 
	Reason for Conference
	Reads Level O Text While Demonstrating the Following Strategies
	Meets Benchmark

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Reads fluently with intonation and phrasing

· Uses phonics/word study strategies to decode challenging words

· Uses context clues to determine meaning of unfamiliar words 

· Identifies important story elements

· Retells the story using specific language from the story and connected, personal thoughts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Reads fluently with intonation and phrasing

· Uses phonics/word study strategies to decode challenging words

· Uses context clues to determine meaning of unfamiliar words 

· Identifies important story elements

· Retells the story using specific language from the story and connected, personal thoughts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Reads fluently with intonation and phrasing

· Uses phonics/word study strategies to decode challenging words

· Uses context clues to determine meaning of unfamiliar words 

· Identifies important story elements

· Retells the story using specific language from the story and connected, personal thoughts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Reads fluently with intonation and phrasing

· Uses phonics/word study strategies to decode challenging words

· Uses context clues to determine meaning of unfamiliar words 

· Identifies important story elements

· Retells the story using specific language from the story and connected, personal thoughts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Reads fluently with intonation and phrasing

· Uses phonics/word study strategies to decode challenging words

· Uses context clues to determine meaning of unfamiliar words 

· Identifies important story elements

· Retells the story using specific language from the story and connected, personal thoughts
	· Yes

· No


Grade Three WRSD Reading Benchmark Conference Form: Year-End
	Student Name
	Date 
	Reason for Conference
	Reads Level P Text While Demonstrating the Following Strategies
	Meets Benchmark

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Applies knowledge of word attack skills to decode unfamiliar words

· Monitors for meaning 

· Makes inferences supported by evidence from the text

· Determines importance in text
· Summarizes important information from the text
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Applies knowledge of word attack skills to decode unfamiliar words

· Monitors for meaning 

· Makes inferences supported by evidence from the text

· Determines importance in text
· Summarizes important information from the text
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Applies knowledge of word attack skills to decode unfamiliar words

· Monitors for meaning 

· Makes inferences supported by evidence from the text

· Determines importance in text
· Summarizes important information from the text
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Applies knowledge of word attack skills to decode unfamiliar words

· Monitors for meaning 

· Makes inferences supported by evidence from the text

· Determines importance in text
· Summarizes important information from the text
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Applies knowledge of word attack skills to decode unfamiliar words

· Monitors for meaning 

· Makes inferences supported by evidence from the text

· Determines importance in text
· Summarizes important information from the text
	· Yes

· No


Grade Four WRSD Reading Benchmark Conference Form: Mid-Year 
	Student Name
	Date 
	Reason for Conference
	Reads Level R Text While Demonstrating the Following Strategies
	Meets Benchmark

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Analyzes story elements to build understanding

· Asks questions

· Monitors for meaning

· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes important information from the text
· Applies multiple comprehension strategies flexibly for different texts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Analyzes story elements to build understanding

· Asks questions

· Monitors for meaning

· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes important information from the text 

· Applies multiple comprehension strategies flexibly for different texts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Analyzes story elements to build understanding

· Asks questions

· Monitors for meaning

· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes important information from the text 

· Applies multiple comprehension strategies flexibly for different texts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Analyzes story elements to build understanding

· Asks questions

· Monitors for meaning

· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes important information from the text
· Applies multiple comprehension strategies flexibly for different texts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Analyzes story elements to build understanding

· Asks questions

· Monitors for meaning

· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes important information from the text
· Applies multiple comprehension strategies flexibly for different texts
	· Yes

· No


Grade Four WRSD Reading Benchmark Conference Form: Year-End
	Student Name
	Date 
	Reason for Conference
	Reads Level S Text While Demonstrating the Following Strategies
	Meets Benchmark

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Asks questions

· Monitors for meaning

· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes information from the text

· Determines important information in a text
· Applies multiple comprehension strategies flexibly for different texts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Asks questions

· Monitors for meaning

· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes information from the text

· Determines important information in a text
· Applies multiple comprehension strategies flexibly for different texts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Asks questions

· Monitors for meaning

· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes information from the text

· Determines important information in a text
· Applies multiple comprehension strategies flexibly for different texts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Asks questions

· Monitors for meaning

· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes information from the text

· Determines important information in a text
· Applies multiple comprehension strategies flexibly for different texts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Asks questions

· Monitors for meaning

· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes information from the text

· Determines important information in a text
· Applies multiple comprehension strategies flexibly for different texts
	· Yes

· No


Grade Five WRSD Reading Benchmark Conference Form: Mid-Year
	Student Name
	Date 
	Reason for Conference
	Reads Level U Text While Demonstrating the Following Strategies
	Meets Benchmark

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Recognizes the purpose of figurative language in the text

· Identifies various genres and their characteristics 

· Asks questions

· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes information from the text
· Analyzes story elements to better understand the text
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Recognizes the purpose of figurative language in the text

· Identifies various genres and their characteristics 

· Asks questions

· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes information from the text
· Analyzes story elements to better understand the text
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Recognizes the purpose of figurative language in the text

· Identifies various genres and their characteristics 

· Asks questions

· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes information from the text
· Analyzes story elements to better understand the text
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Recognizes the purpose of figurative language in the text

· Identifies various genres and their characteristics 

· Asks questions

· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes information from the text
· Analyzes story elements to better understand the text
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Recognizes the purpose of figurative language in the text

· Identifies various genres and their characteristics 

· Asks questions

· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes information from the text
· Analyzes story elements to better understand the text
	· Yes

· No


Grade Five WRSD Reading Benchmark Conference Form: Year-End
	Student Name
	Date 
	Reason for Conference
	Reads Level V Text While Demonstrating the Following Strategies
	Meets Benchmark

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Identifies and understands characteristics of various genres 
· Asks questions
· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes information from the text
· Determines important information in a text
· Applies multiple comprehension strategies flexibly for different texts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Identifies and understands characteristics of various genres 
· Asks questions
· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes information from the text
· Determines important information in a text
· Applies multiple comprehension strategies flexibly for different texts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Identifies and understands characteristics of various genres 
· Asks questions
· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes information from the text
· Determines important information in a text
· Applies multiple comprehension strategies flexibly for different texts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Identifies and understands characteristics of various genres 
· Asks questions
· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes information from the text
· Determines important information in a text
· Applies multiple comprehension strategies flexibly for different texts
	· Yes

· No

	
	
	· Did not meet previous DRA benchmark

· Struggled with components of previous DRA benchmark

· May have regressed

· Other
	· Identifies and understands characteristics of various genres 
· Asks questions
· Infers using evidence from multiple sources within the text

· Summarizes information from the text
· Determines important information in a text
· Applies multiple comprehension strategies flexibly for different texts
	· Yes

· No


