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Dr. Leroy E. Mayo Elementary School 

 The old adage, “It takes a village to raise a child” certainly holds 
true at Mayo School with our abundance of volunteers.  Parents assist in 
all capacities in the classroom, working with students, as well as 
copying, laminating, distributing……the list goes on and on.  What we 
know for sure is that we could not get by without this help. 

  

A Welcome Guest Speaker 
 One of the nicest ways parents can volunteer in their children’s 
classroom is by sharing an interest, hobby, or profession.  Fourth graders in 
Mrs. Sweeney’s and Mr. Moran’s classes were recently treated to a very 
informative presentation by Abby Baer’s father, Mr. Brian Baer.  Mr. Baer is 
the owner of Baer Architecture Group, a firm which designs sustainable 
“green” buildings such as schools, churches, museums, and theaters.  Through 
his PowerPoint presentation, he provided real-life examples of energy efficient 
practices his company uses in the design of buildings and then connected these 
practices to show how students can make a difference too.  Allowing students 
to see how their studies apply to the real world, and empowering them now, 
made Mr. Baer’s presentation an A+ visit.  Following Mr. Baer’s lead, parents 
should know what a welcome treat a parent in the classroom is.  To learn more 
about some of Mr. Baer’s environmentally friendly suggestions, read “Mr. 
Baer’s Tips” on page 3. 
 
 It will not be the Tooth Fairy, donning her wings, and flying by Mayo 
School’s kindergarten at the end of February.  Mrs. Kate Brote, mother of third 
grader Devlen and kindergartner McKayla, has volunteered to visit kindergarten 
classes to teach students about dental care and oral hygiene.  In addition 
students will be treated to a goody bag of toothpaste, toothbrush, and 
discoloration tablets.  Similarly, Mrs. Paula Morrison, mother of second grader 
Eve, visited the second grade classes to do the same presentation.  Paula is 
currently studying to be a dental hygienist and manages to squeeze the dental 
education of Mayo students into her busy schedule.   

 

The School Webpage 
 Thanks to the efforts of a Mayo parent, the school webpage is up 
and running.  A new school directory, recently revised calendar of 
events, and lunch menu can now be found on the webpage @ 
http://www.wrsd.net/mayo/mayo.htm.  Know that more will be added 
to the webpage throughout the year. 
 
 

It Takes a Village to Raise a Child 

Judith Evans, Principal 
   Patricia Hurley, Assistant Principal 

 

DATES TO NOTE 
February 6th  – 
Homework Club 
February 7th – Asia Day 
February 13th  – 
Homework Club 
February 14th – 4L & 4G 
Mid-Western Celebration 
February 15th – 2nd 
Grade Presidents’ Day 
Assembly 
February 18th -22nd  –  
Winter Vacation 
February 26th  – Grades 
4 & 5 visited by Tufts 
Consultant 
February 27th  –  Tooth 
Fairy to visit 
Kindergarten  
Homework Club 
February 28th – Grade 5 
to Mountview in am.  
Fifth Grade Parent  
Orientation @ 6 pm in 
Mayo Gym 
February 29th  – Dr. 
Seuss’ Birthday 
Celebration 
March 4th  – ½ Day of 
School Professional 
Development 
March 5th  – Homework 
Club 
March 11th – Grades 4 & 
5 visited by Tufts 
Consultant 
March 12th  – Homework 
Club 
March 18th  – School 
Council 
March 19th – NO 
Homework Club 
March 20th-21st – NO 
School 
 



  
 In addition to our phenomenal group of Mayo parent volunteers, 
we also have a number of regular community volunteers who enrich the 
lives of the Mayo students each year. 
 
 This past fall we honored White Oaks Society member Nancy 
Wilson by naming one of the nature trails after her, Wilson Way.  Mrs. 
Wilson is not only a regular companion as she routinely joins Mayo 
classes on nature walks, identifying the abundant plants and animals 
along the trails, she is also a wonderful advocate for teacher training, 
most recently acquiring funding for the Massachusetts Environmental 
Educators’ Society.  Another favorite project of hers is assisting in the 
planning of the White Oaks Carnival, which is held each year at Holden’s 
beautiful Trout Brook. Great education can happen beyond the four 
walls and Mrs. Wilson is testimony to this. 
 Another regular visitor from the Holden community is Mrs. Alice 
Carr.  Strolling through the Purple Pod any Tuesday morning, one is sure 
to see a group of third graders actively engaged in a math problem led 
by Mrs. Carr.  Having taught math to seventh grade through post high 
school levels, Mrs. Carr brings years of experience to the third graders 
fortunate to benefit from her wise tutelage.  Additional enrichment, 
better student/teacher ratio, and an opportunity to develop a 
relationship with someone in the community are all reasons why Mrs. 
Carr‘s weekly visit is a win-win situation for the students in Mrs. Farrell’s 
class.  
   

Mystery Readers 
 A new volunteering opportunity, which began in the second grade 
as part of the Literacy Initiative, is the weekly Mystery Reader.  Each 
Friday second graders are treated to a read-aloud by someone in the 
community.  Friday mornings begin with three clues about the afternoon 
visitor, allowing them to ponder, “Who could it be?”  Afternoon visitors 
have included numerous parents, grandparents, school staff, and 
community members.  Second grade teacher Carolyn Wood first heard 
about this idea through a teachers’ internet site and tried it out at the 
beginning of the school year.  Its success caught on like wild fire, and 
soon all the second grade classes had implemented the Friday afternoon 
treat. Interested in being a second grade Mystery Reader?  Just contact 
the school and we will happily arrange the visit.  
 
 Whenever parents or members of the community have a 
profession, interest, or hobby that they are willing to share at Mayo 
School, the students always benefit.  Consider being a guest speaker.  
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Green Pod Goes Green 

 As part of an Earth Awareness study, the Green Pod participated in 
National Focus Day on January 31st.  The students shared writings and 
viewed video clips depicting environmental issues to launch their efforts to 
make a difference in the school, their community, and the world by being 
more thoughtful and careful in their use of the world’s resources.  District-
wide energy manager Jim Covello will be sharing, with Green Pod students, 
the school’s “report card” on energy usage.  The children will then track 
this data over the next 8 weeks to determine the amount of energy the 
school is able to conserve.  These results will be shared with the Mayo 

community at the end of April as part of our Earth Day Celebration.   

Mark Your Calendars 
English/Language Arts MCAS for students in 3rd through 5th grades on March 24 – 
April 3  
Math MCAS for students in 3rd through 5th grades on May 12 – May 23 
Science and Social Studies MCAS for 5th graders on May 12 – May 23 
  

Mr. Baer’s Energy Saving Tips 
 

• Turn off lights when not in the room 

• Use rechargeable batteries 

• Replace light bulbs with energy efficient compact fluorescents 

• Turn off water while brushing teeth 

• Recycle as much as possible 


