Reader’s Workshop
Course Outline

Note: Week is equivalent to a 5 day cycle not Monday through Friday school week.

Week 1 

Launching: Community building and establishing routines

· Reading Interviews (pair share; teacher will use to survey interests)
· “Me Box” (fostering connections with other students)
· Set up reading folders
· How to choose a book (strategies; introduce classroom library)
· Read Aloud: The Outsiders
Week 2

Launching: Community building and establishing routines

· Discussion etiquette; practice by reviewing main points of summer reading

· Literary (Story) elements: create tab book of literary elements using summer reading (2 days)

· Test for summer reading: vocabulary, sequencing main events, open response questions (choice from selection)

· Tracking your thinking: use Read Aloud novel as class model

Week 3


Realistic Fiction: genre study

· Select independent reading novel
· What is Realistic Fiction?
· How do authors develop a character?
· Making inferences (reading strategy)
· Inference vs. prediction
· Use of reading response journal and rubric
· Maintaining interest: use Read Aloud as class model
Week 4


Realistic Fiction: genre study

· Sensory images (reading strategy)
· Figurative language: How does figurative language (simile, metaphor, hyperbole) affect the reader?
· Making connections (reading strategy)
· Building reading stamina
· Continue Tracking your thinking
Week 5


Realistic Fiction: genre study

· Literary elements: conflict, rising action, climax, resolution

· Book talks

· Monitoring for meaning (reading strategy)

Week 6

Mystery: genre study; includes in class independent reading and at- home project

· What is mystery?

· Select independent reading

· How does an author create mood? (setting, situation, description)

Week 7


Mystery: genre study

· Elements of mystery: crime, detective(s), investigative process, identification of culprit(s), possibly red herring(s)
· Author’s toolkit for visualization (creating sensory images)

· Revisit figurative language and explore poetic devices as a means to maintain reader interest

Week 8


Mystery: genre study

· What is tone?
· Review literary elements

· Book talks

· Reading marathon

Week 9


Wrap up mystery unit/ Begin historical fiction

· Presentation of Mystery Projects

· What is historical fiction?

· Select independent reading

· Determining setting: fact vs. fiction

· Read Aloud: Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
Week 10


Historical Fiction: genre study

· Using inferences to develop deeper understanding

· What is theme?

· Determining importance (reading strategy)

· What is jargon?

Week 11


Historical Fiction: genre study

· Reading marathon

· Book talks

· Summarizing point in history (reading strategy)

· Possible themes for novel

Week 12


Historical Fiction: genre study

· Choose theme and gather evidence (preparation for expository writing)

· Track jargon

· Does historical fiction deepen understanding of history and perspective?

· Book talks

Week 13


Poetry: genre study

· What is poetry?

· How to read a poem

· Elements of poetry: form, sound, rhythm

· Figurative language and poetic devices: alliteration, assonance, consonance 
· Interpreting poetry

· Read Aloud: teacher selected poems

Week 14


Poetry: genre study

· Continue exploring and identifying elements of poetry

· Continue interpreting poetry

· Poetry share

Week 15 

Science Fiction: genre study; includes in class independent reading and at- home project

· What is science fiction?
· Select independent reading

· Using visualization for understanding (sensory images, reading strategy)

· Making connections (reading strategy)

· Determining science fact vs. science fiction

· Tracking your thinking

Week 16


Science Fiction: genre study

· Identifying element of literature in student choice novel

· What makes a strong protagonist?

· Reading marathon

Week 17


Science Fiction: genre study

· Identifying antagonist
· Is the science in the novel believable?

· Making inferences and predictions to deepen understanding (reading strategy)

· Book talks

Week 18


Science Fiction: genre study

· Present science fiction projects

· Apply learned concepts to science fiction film

Week 19

Nonfiction: genre study; includes research and presentation of student selected topic

· What is nonfiction?

· Types of nonfiction

· Strategies to read and understand nonfiction: structure, organization, adjust reading rate

· Read Aloud: Teacher and student selected articles

Week 20


Nonfiction: genre study

· Purpose of graphic features

· Types of graphic features

· Determining author’s purpose

· Using the library and other sources for research

Week 21


Nonfiction: genre study

· Selecting reliable sources

· Pre-research student selected topics for paper 

· Identifying techniques used to persuade: data/numbers, testimonials, emotions

Week 22


Nonfiction: genre study

· Research finalized choice of topic
· Independently read student selected nonfiction literature
Week 23


Nonfiction: genre study

· Finalize research 
· Independently read student selected nonfiction literature
· Museum of Knowledge
Week 24


Short Story
· Review reading strategies
· Review elements of literature
· Review figurative language
Week 25

Dramatic Literature: genre study
· Elements of dramatic literature: cast, set descriptions, acts, scenes, stage direction

· Dialogue develops the plot and reveals character’s motivations and attitudes.

· Use of foreshadow

· Identifying theme

Week 25


Dramatic Literature: genre study

· Reading plays aloud and analyzing story structures

Week 27


Dramatic Literature: genre study
· Using inference to understand characters, settings, and events

· Analyze effects of production elements

· Produce one act play

Week 28


Traditional Literature: genre study

· Identifying various motifs (dominating idea, theme) in traditional literature

· Using visualization to deepen understanding 

· Themes in traditional literature

· Produce folk tale skits

Week 29


Traditional Literature: genre study

· Identify common structures: magic helper, rule of three, transformation, quest, hero’s task

· Compare traditional literature from different cultures

· Perform folk tale skits

Week 30


Author study

· Explore variety of authors and their backgrounds

· Select independent reading

· Where do stories come from?

· Looking at a writer’s style

· How does the writer’s style affect the reader?

· Read Aloud: Collection of short stories TBD

Week 31


Author study

· Compare writing style of two authors

· Author’s choice of words to maintain reader’s attention

· Author’s use of sensory images

Week 32


Author study

· Reading marathon

· Identifying literary elements

· Book talks

Week 33


Author Study

· Compare two novels by the same author

· Identify similarities and differences between narrative text and film version

· How is mood created in text vs. film

Week 34 and 35


Teacher’s choice

