Six Traits of Writing Rubric
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	Ideas/Content
	*Topic is focused & manageable

*Showing vs. telling; goes beyond the obvious; quality details

*Ideas are fresh & original

*Seems to write from experience or knowledge

*Reader’s questions are anticipated and answered

*Contains insight; deep understanding
	*Topic is mostly focused
*Provides details using show vs. tell technique in some places

*Ideas seem to come from experience or knowledge

*Few gaps where reader’s questions are not answered
*Theme is clear
	*Topic is not focused ; too broad

*Details support the main idea but too much is left unsaid
*Ideas lack depth or a strong sense of purpose
*Seems to write from experience or knowledge

*Reader’s questions are left unanswered; missing information affects understanding
*No clear theme 
	*Main idea is not evident

*Main idea needs to be stated to be understood by the reader or is restated of topic
*Lack of development affects understanding of supporting details

*Meaningful support is not provided

*Lack of understanding between main idea and supporting detail

*Repetitious, disconnected, or random thoughts

	Organization
	*Inviting introduction
* Satisfying conclusion (left with sense of closure)

*Thoughtful transitions

*Logical and effective placement of details

*Controlled pacing; adds more details when explanation is needed; picks up pace when forward momentum is appropriate

*Choice of structure matches the purpose and the audience; paragraph breaks are effective
	*Contains introduction and conclusion but intro may not create sense of anticipation, or conclusion may not tie up all loose ends

*Overall transitions work, but sometimes transitions are unclear

*Sequencing is logical but predictable

*Overall pacing is adequate to keep reader’s attention and is balanced

*Paragraph breaks are effective

	*Contains a recognizable introduction and conclusion
*Transitions between ideas is not always clear

*Sequencing shows some logic, but development of ideas is weak or predictable

*Pacing: at times minor details are given too much attention compared to meaningful details

* Attempt was made at paragraphing 
	* No real lead  to set up the main idea; no effective conclusion
*Connections between ideas is confusing or absent

*Sequencing appears random or requires major revision to be effective

*Pacing: reader’s attention is not maintained

*Main points and supporting details are not clear; little or no attempt was made at paragraphing

	Voice
	*Intriguing, natural, engaging language that connects with the audience
*Purpose of the writing is seen in personal and compelling word and content choice that reflects the writer’s unique style

*Takes a risk to include personal details that reflect the author’s personality

*Engaging writing makes the reader want to know the author behind the words
*The writer’s tone is conveyed
	*Engaging language that connects with the audience

*Purpose of the writing is seen in word and content choice that reflects the writer’s unique style

*Occasionally takes a risk to include personal details that reflect the author’s personality

*Writer is sincere and the reader can sometimes engage in interaction with the writer and his point of view
*The writer’s tone is conveyed
	*An  attempt is made to be engaging but the writing is impersonal
*Aware of the purpose but writer’s personal style is not evident

*Avoids exposing personal details

*Sincere but unique and individual perspective is not evident
*The writer’s tone occasionally comes through
	*Ideas and language fail to connect with the audience
*No clear purpose or writing style

*No risks taken; reader does not get to know the author

*Limited point of view
*The writer’s tone is absent.

	Word Choice
	*Words are specific and accurate
*Words and phrases capture the reader’s attention ;sensual  imagery is clear and effective

*Language and phrasing are natural, effective, and appropriate

*Lively verbs, specific nouns, adjectives, adverbs

*Choices enhance meaning and clarify understanding

*Word and phrase precision is obvious; right words in the right spot
*Mood is conveyed
	*Words are specific and accurate

*Words and phrases capture the reader’s attention 

*Language and phrasing are natural and effective

*Lively verbs, specific nouns, adjectives, adverbs are used in some places

*Choices enhance meaning and clarify understanding in some places
*Word and phrase  choices are refined in some places
*Mood is conveyed
	*Words are correct and adequate
*Familiar words and phrases; reader’s attention is not maintained

*Passive verbs, everyday nouns, few adjectives or adverbs

*Words and phrases are functional; imagery is lacking

*Choices appear to be the first thing that came to the writer’s mind; no apparent revising
*Occasionally mood is conveyed 
	*Limit vocabulary; nonspecific words and phrasing
*Reader left wondering about the author’s intent

*Lacks consideration of audience; incorrect language usage affects understanding

*Misused parts of speech and vocabulary affect understanding

*Lacks imagination; lifeless

*Redundant and repetitive
* Mood is absent

	Sentence Fluency
	*Sentence structure enhances meaning
*Sentence length is varied; fragments used to add style; dialogue is natural if present
*Purposeful and varied sentence starters that add variety and energy

*Uses creative and appropriate connections between sentences and thoughts

*Writing has cadence (flow); sound and meaning flow as the piece is read aloud
	*Sentences are well crafted but done in a routine fashion
*Sentences are correctly constructed

*Some variety is attempted with sentence starters

*Flow of sentences is sometimes affected by lack of connections or unclear connections

*Most parts of writing flow well, but awkward or choppy parts exist
	*Sentences are constructed correctly for the most part
*Some incomplete or run-on sentences affect the flow of reading or understanding
*Lacks sentence variety

*Over use of connectives: and, then, because, so, etc.

* Parts are difficult to understand when read aloud
	*Sentences are choppy, incomplete, rambling, or awkward
*Little or no sentence sense; editing cannot improve sentence structure or flow

*Many sentences begin the same way

*Excessive use of connectives

*Not inviting to read aloud

	Conventions
	*Spelling is usually correct, even for more difficult words and grade appropriate
*Punctuation is accurate, at times creative, and guides the reader through the text

*Thorough understanding and application of capitalization skills are present

*Rules of grammar are followed 

*Ready to be published
	*Spelling is usually correct and grade appropriate

*End punctuation and internal punctuation (Commas, apostrophes, semicolons, colons, etc.) are used correctly
*Understanding of application of capitalization skills is present

*Rules of grammar are generally followed

*Minor editing would improve the piece
	*Errors occur in spelling that are not acceptable for grade level
*Incorrect or missing punctuation affects meaning or understanding

*Rules of capitalization are not followed or only very basic rules are applied

*Errors in grammar affect the meaning and understanding
*Editing is needed before publishing
	* Spelling errors are frequent, including common words
*Only basic understanding of punctuation  is evident

*Lacks awareness of rules for capitalization

*Errors in grammar are very noticeable and frequent

*Extensive editing is required; several readings are needed in order to understand the piece and author’s intent           


