Writers’ Workshop

Course Outline

Note: Week is equivalent to a 5 day cycle not Monday through Friday school week.

Week 1 

Launching: Community building and establishing routines

· Writing interview (pair share; teacher will use to determine writer -> reluctant writer spectrum)

· History of name

· Life story with picture boxes

· What is Writers’ Workshop? (format, supplies, expectations)

· Set up Writer’s Notebook

· Word Study: vocabulary: “Words About Vocabulary”; spelling: “Here Comes Trouble”
Week 2

Launching: Community building and establishing routines

· Rehearsing for writing by storytelling ( use life story picture boxes)

· To Say the Name Is to Begin the Story (generating ideas)

· Where I’m From (generating ideas)

· Why do writers write (writing with focus)

· Word Study: vocabulary: “Literature”; spelling: “Here Comes More Trouble”
Week 3


Personal Narrative: Memoir
· What is a personal narrative?

· Walk the room (generating ideas)
· Map of my world (generating ideas)

· Zooming in on a moment (focusing a writing topic)

· Word Study: vocabulary and spelling tests on previous two lessons; vocabulary: “Amounts”; spelling: “Triplets”

Week 4


Personal Narrative: Memoir

· What makes good writing; strong emotion
· Unpacking a heavy sentence
· What is a seed idea
· Why is the story worthy? (choosing a seed idea)
· Word Study: “Movement”; spelling: “Confusing Pairs”
Week 5


Personal Narrative: Memoir
· Starting with turning points

· Writers ask: What am I really trying to say? (message for the reader; theme)

· External story vs. internal story (delight vs. wisdom)

· Crafting leads

· Word Study: vocabulary and spelling tests on previous two lessons;vocabulary: “Activity and Inactivity”; spelling: “More Confusing Pairs”

Week 6

Personal Narrative: Memoir

· Planning your memoir (drafting)
· Telling the story from inside it (drafting)

· Revealing the internal story; adding reactions, thoughts, observations, and feelings (drafting)

· Writing in passages of thought; paragraphing

· Word Study: vocabulary: “Appearance and Texture”; spelling: “Contractions”

Week 7


Personal Narrative: Memoir
· Bring forth the story arc (drafting)
· Studying and crafting story endings (drafting)
· Show don’t tell (revising)

· Word Study: vocabulary and spelling tests on previous two lessons; vocabulary: “Limiting and Releasing”; spelling: “Double Trouble”

Week 8


Personal Narrative: Memoir
· Really bad words (word choice)

· Pump it up with figurative language: simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole (revising)
· What is editing?; revising vs. editing

· Peer conferences if desired

· Publish

· Word Study: vocabulary: “Health and Fitness”; spelling: “Hard and Soft C”

Week 9


Literary Essay: Creating mood in mystery novel
· What is a literary essay?
· Elements of a good literary essay
· Prove or defend through example

· Planning your essay

· Crafting an introduction and thesis statement (drafting)

· Power of the comma

· Vocabulary and spelling tests on previous two lessons; No New Word Study
Week 10


Literary Essay: Creating mood in mystery novel
· Explode example with explanation (drafting)
· Crafting conclusions (drafting)

· Citing from a text; lead ins (revising)

· Closing sentences and transition sentences (revising)

· Publish

· No Word Study
Week 11


Non-narrative nonfiction: Personal essay
· What is non-narrative nonfiction?
· Explore non-narrative nonfiction texts (similarities)

· Strategies for collecting entries in Writer’s Notebook

· Word Study: vocabulary: “The Suffix –logy”; spelling: “Soft g”

Week 12


Non-narrative nonfiction: Personal essay

· Elements of a good personal essay
· Continue exploring ideas through Writer Notebook entries
· Passionately picking your prose piece (choosing a seed idea)
· Making your opinion valid for the reader (establishing support)
· Adding muscle to the meat of the matter (expanding ideas)
· Planning the essay (graphic organizer) (drafting)
· Word Study: vocabulary: The Suffix –meter; spelling: “i Before e”
Week 13


Non-narrative nonfiction: Personal essay

· Crafting a strong introduction (drafting)

· Expand examples to prove your point (drafting)

· Keep your thoughts together; paragraphing (drafting)

· Review elements of revision and editing)

· Publish

· Word Study: vocabulary and spelling tests on previous two lessons; vocabulary: The Roots –mis- and    –mit-; spelling: “Silent e”

Week 14


Literary Essay: Theme in Historical Fiction Novel

Students will use evidence recorded in Reader’s Notebook during reflective writing. This piece will be used to assess student independent writing.

· Plan the essay (select graphic organizer)
· Draft

· Revise and edit

· Publish

· Word Study: vocabulary: The Roots –vid- and –vis-; spelling: “Adding a Suffix to a Syllable With a Short Vowel”

Week 15 


Flash Fiction

Dec: 

· Story starter ideas from Write Brain (collecting entries)

· Word Study: vocabulary and spelling tests on two previous lessons; No new Word Study

Jan: 

· What is flash fiction? 

· Draft a flash fiction from one of the story starters.

Week 16


Short Story

· What makes a short story different from other genres?
· Starting from the turning point (collect entries with focus on possible conflicts)
· Zooming in on a moment (selecting a seed idea)
· The birth of a character
· Developing a character
· Word Study: vocabulary: The Roots –man- and –ped-; spelling: “Oddities”
Week 17


Short Story

· Where to begin: Place the reader in the setting (drafting)

· Determining characters’ importance: Develop just right for the story (drafting)

· What is ‘voice’? (drafting)

· Putting it all together (revising)

· Word Study: vocabulary: The Root –sta-; spelling: “Word Forms”

Week 18


Short Story
· Trouble shooting for revisions (create chart of problems and solutions)
· Editing: Teacher choice; will address reoccurring errors and misconceptions in student writing

· Word Study: vocabulary and spelling tests on previous two lessons; Parts of speech: nouns; spelling: “-ence Word Form”
Week 19


Short Story
· Publish short stories
· Design a cover for the class anthology of short stories

· Where do research ideas come from?

· Explore individual research ideas

· Word Study: Parts of speech: Verbs; spelling: “-tion Word Form”

Week 20


Nonfiction: Research
· Continue to explore research ideas
· Research and writing with relevancy and passion (selecting seed idea)

· Organizing research work: Start with question(s)

· Bibliography information and organization

· Word Study: Parts of speech: adjectives; spelling test on previous two weeks; spelling: “Uh oh!”
Week 21


Nonfiction: Research
· Note taking vs. plagiarism 

· Organizing bibliography page

· Complete researching and recording information

· Word Study: Parts of speech: adverbs; spelling: spelling test of previous two lessons; no new lesson
Week 22


Nonfiction: Research
· Organizing information 
· Creating an outline (planning)
· Determining importance (main ideas/ support) 
· Determining importance (paragraphing)
· Using graphics to summarize the research (for visual presentation)
· No Word Study
Week 23


Nonfiction: Research
· Publish research
· Plan and organize graphic summary

· No Word Study
Week 24 

Short Story
· Comma use

· Semi-colon use

· Colon use

· Collect seed ideas for stories

· Rough draft 

Week 25

Short Story
· Review revise and editing to increase level of writing proficiency

· Publish short story

· Word Study: Parts of speech: prepositions; spelling: “Seeing Double”
Week 26 Drama
· Using
concepts studies in Readers’ Workshop student groups will rewrite a chapter from a novel as a dramatic performance to be informally presented to the class.
· Word Study: Spelling test on two previous lessons
Week 27 Drama
· Using 
concepts studied in Readers’ Workshop, student groups will informally perform their one act plays.
· No Word Study

Week 28 Traditional Narrative: Folktales and fairy tales (Students will compose an original folk tale or fractured fairy tale)
· Elements of a folktale

· Elements of a fairy tale

· Making observations about the world around you (collecting entries)

· Possible explanations (unscientific) for the events that occur around you (collecting entries)

· Storytelling: rehearsing for writing
(selecting seed idea and sharing)
· Word Study: Parts of speech: interjections; spelling: “ICU”

Week 29 Traditional Narrative: Folktales and fairy tales (Students will compose an original folk tale or fractured fairy tale)
· Review story structure for folktales and fairy tales

· Planning the story (criteria and organization)

· Writing in passages of thought (paragraphing; drafting)

· Review quotation marks in dialogue (drafting) 
· Word Study: Parts of speech: interjections; spelling: “Take a Number”
Week 30 Traditional Narrative: Folktales and fairy tales (Students will compose an original folk tale or fractured fairy tale)
· Review steps in revising (sentence fluency, variety in sentence length and structure, word choice, cohesiveness)

· Review steps in editing (punctuation, capitalization, subject/verb agreement, pronoun agreement, spelling)

· Word Study: Parts of speech: pronoun; spelling: test on two previous lessons
Week 31 Traditional Narrative/ Writing letters
· Publish traditional narrative

· Create illustration to accompany story for display

· Why do people write letters? (purpose) (generating ideas)
· Various forms of letters: formal and informal (generating ideas)

· Word Study: Review all parts of speech to prepare for final test; spelling: “Take a Letter” 

Week 32 Writing letters (During this time students will complete an exit writing piece for assessment of progress in writing)
· Compare letter formats

· Make your work relevant (choose a seed idea)
· Making an impression: Your letter speaks for you

· Planning your letter (drafting) 


· Word Study:

Week 33 Writing Letters
· Crafting an introduction (drafting)

· Tone is important (drafting)
· Does the letter fulfill your purpose (revising)

· Use editing checklist (editing)

· Publish 
Week 34 and 35


Teacher’s choice

