
Algebra I - Course Expectations 

Mr. Wolosz

Course Description


Students are introduced to the use of abstracts and unknowns and are taught how to apply them in mathematical problems. Emphasis is placed on the reasoning and methods of solving problems with applications to real-life situations. Topics covered include: an introduction to the language of algebra, comparison of sets, operations on real numbers, solving one-step and multi-step equations and inequalities, polynomials and their factors, polynomials and rational expressions, rational expressions in open sentences and problems, linear functions and graphs, irrational numbers and quadratic equations. 
 

Items needed


Textbook (covered)


Pencil


3-ring binder with filler paper for organizing notes, handouts, etc.

TI-83 Plus Graphing Calculator

Grading


Course grades will be based on the following:



-Assessments  (Quizzes, Tests, Projects and Homework)
75%


-Class grade 






25%
-Quizzes


Quizzes will be given weekly (usually Friday), along with occasional unannounced pop-quizzes.  They will be based on previous homework (and/or lectures), so it is important to take accurate notes, ask questions, and keep up with assignments, as this will be your key to good quiz grades.  In addition, each student is responsible for maintaining a section of their notes for class starters.  These will be checked regularly, and will be counted as a quiz grade.  

-Tests


Tests will be given after each chapter or main topic.  They will be closed book, and will count as two quiz grades.  On certain tests students will be allowed to use a calculator (no sharing allowed), and on occasion, will be permitted to use a formula sheet created from their notes or textbook.  Tests will be based on material covered on prior quizzes and homework, so students are responsible for saving all returned work for use as a study guide.

-Homework

Homework will be assigned nightly, and should be presented at the beginning of each class.  Written work will be graded on quality and completion, rather than just correct answers, so for full credit it is important to attempt each problem and show all work in a neat and presentable manner.  All work must be shown for full credit.  Every ten homework assignments will count as a quiz grade, so it is recommended that students complete their work on a daily basis.  Late homework will not be graded, with the exception of excused absences.   

-Class grade

This will be an evaluation of your class performance, including participation, effort, and attitude/behavior.  Students should come prepared for class and follow the proper rules of the classroom, as this will affect the overall grade.  It is very important to recognize the significance of this, as it represents twenty-five percent of the total grade.

General notes


It is expected that appropriate behavior be practiced at all times within the school.  Unsuitable behavior (which may include but not be limited to: profanity or other inappropriate language, failure to cooperate/repeated disruption, eating, drinking, or sleeping during class) will negatively affect the class grade, and detention may be assigned if necessary.  In addition, arriving to class late (unless excused) or unprepared will negatively affect the daily class grade.


Any student missing a test, quiz, project assignment, or homework due to an excused absence is responsible for making up the missed work in a timely manner as detailed in the school handbook.  This is the responsibility of the student, and any work that is not made up within the allotted time will result in a zero.  


Many of the topics discussed in the course will build upon each other.  If anyone finds himself or herself having difficulty, it is their responsibility to seek extra help as soon as possible.  After school help schedule will be available on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday as necessary.    



