Task Force Meeting Minutes
March 30, 2009

In attendance:  Mary Cringan, Kerry McKiernan, Andrew Hacket, Amanda Martinez, Lorraine Rabeler, Danielle Shaveet, Kathy Sweeney,  Tess Bois, John Sciabarssi, Michelle Sciabarssi, Karen Baer, Christina Mammone
1.  Members approved minutes from March 16, 2009 meeting.
2.  Principal reported back about reviews from Education Subcommittee.  The feedback was quite positive.  However, the timeline for Magnet seemed ambitious and would be more likely to begin in 2011.  Committee was curious to the balance between bringing new students in and how that would affect the Princeton’s community feel already created and established.  Lastly, Superintendent would like to be informed on a monthly basis, while also informing school committee.
3.  Members discussed What a Magnet School is and how it will affect the people of Princeton.  Questions arose such as; will the people of Princeton be interested in the new school?  How will we deal with these issues?  

4.  Members began to question how to approach with the application process such as; will there be an application?  How about the current students enrolled at the school will they be asked to apply as well?  
5.  Assignments to the following task force focus groups were given;

             a. What is a magnet school?
This group will analyze the information within the D.O.E. document
- John (johns@jslewis.com)
- Kerry (Kerry_McKiernan@wrsd.net)
- Kathy (kathyswny@yahoo.com)
             b. How to provide parental awareness of task force group.
Ideas discussed by the members that the group will look into:
        -Should a survey be given to people about ways to improve the education for the students at our school?  Should we introduce the ideas to parents about a magnet school with a theme based curriculum, and see how many people would be interested in participating?  

       -Survey vs. Letter of information:  Should we ask parents what they want? Or should we inform them of our goal/motive?  

       -Also should we ask people why they are currently choosing to choice their students here to Thomas Prince School?
-Andy (Andrew​​​_Hacket@wrsd.net)
-Michelle (mantaya@jslewis.com)
-Lori (Lorraine_Rabeler@wrsd.net)
-Denise (Denise​_Prunier@wrsd.net)
             c.  Identifying current successful magnet schools
This group will look into successful magnet schools and look into certain things such as:
-What are the successful magnet schools?

-Why are they successful?

-What works?

-What doesn’t work at these schools?

-Why do people choose to go there?
-Danielle (Danielle_Shaveet@wrsd.net)
-Tess (tessbois@verizon.net)
-Amanda (Amanda_Martinez@wrsd.net)
-Karen (Karen_Baer@wrsd.net)
6. Themes of Magnet Schools that the committee members would ideally like to see:
-Science & Arts- Andy

-Science & Ecology- Lori

-Math & Science- Kathy

-Math & Science (broad) –Danielle

-Math & Science, still with a focus on the arts-Karen

-Ecology & Science- Michelle

-Science, cross curriculum at every grade level- Amanda

-Performing Arts & Science integration with less focus on mathematics-Tess
-Math & Science (with a focus on the environment)-John

-Science-Kerry

For Next Time:
-Some focus groups will meet and do research prior to the next meeting
-Next meeting April 13, 2009 7:00 pm 
