TPS Research Task Force Meeting Minutes
September 28, 2009
In attendance:  Mary Cringan, Kathy Sweeney, John Sciabarrasi, Karen Baer, Christina Mammone, Amanda Martinez, Lori Rabeler
1.  Team members reviewed the 10 common principals of The Coalition of Essential Schools.
A.  Learning to use one’s mind well-agree 
B.  Less is more, depth over coverage- agree, don’t have autonomy to go in that direction at the time
C.  Goals apply to all students- agree ; feel that we are doing it with more with students who are struggling and average students

D. Personalization-would be ideal, however difficult to meet

E.  Student-as-worker, teacher-as-coach- agree and feel that it is already going in classroom

F.  Demonstration of mastery- very different concerns: how would assessment work?  Would we have grades? 

G.  Tone of decency and trust-a survey should be done to get a sense of how the community feels 
H.  Commitment to the entire school- must make sure teachers are committed, sense is they are, but need more information as to what

I.  Resources dedicated to teaching and learning- agree, but would not be able to nor want to reduce services provided to students
J. Democracy and equity-agree, like the idea of diversity and building a community

Concerns- that students eventually attending H.S. will be able to filter into a structured academic environment

2. Kathy reported information from Rutland Recreation Department 

-fee schedule, the profit made from program

Mary and Kathy will schedule a time to meet with Princeton Rec. Department

3. Teachers reported back about possible shadow day for perspective students- all teachers were in favor of it and willing to collaborate
Things to look at for next time:

FirstAmendmentSchool.org - Hudson, MA

Essentialanalysis.org – sample surveys for parents, students, and teachers
Read the article “A School for Leadership” by Stephen R. Covey

Next Meeting October, 19 @ 7:00pm
