
Spotlight on Sessions
May 13, 2019 Professional Development

We are SO Excited!

The Curriculum Team and Professional Development Task Force have
been working hard to prepare for the District Professional Development
Day on Monday, May 13, 2019. We are excited about the offerings, and
hope each of you are able to craft a day that meets your individual needs
and interests.
 
A complete list of session offerings and descriptions will be sent out by
Thursday of this week in anticipation of the opening of the selection
portal on Thursday, May 2nd at 4:30 pm. This will allow colleagues the opportunity to confer and
coordinate should they choose to do so.

Sneak Peek: Who's Presenting?

WRSD Professional Development Day

When

Monday, May 13th, 8am-2:30pm

Where

1401 Main Street Holden, MA

Session 1: 8:00 am - 10:00 am
 
Session 2: 10:05 am - 12:05 pm
 
Lunch on Own: 12:05 - 12:35 pm
 
Session 3: 12:35 - 2:30 pm
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Alfie Kohn

Al�e Kohn writes and speaks
widely on human behavior,
education, and parenting.
Kohn has been described in
Time magazine as “perhaps
the country’s most
outspoken critic of
education’s �xation on
grades [and] test scores.” His
criticisms of competition and
rewards have helped to
shape the thinking of
educators — as well as
parents and managers —
across the country and
abroad. Kohn has been
featured on hundreds of TV
and radio programs,
including the “Today” show
and two appearances on
“Oprah”; he has been pro�led
in the Washington Post and
the Los Angeles Times, while
his work has been described
and debated in many other
leading publications. Mr.
Kohn will cover two topics:
The Myth of Homework (2
sessions) and From
Degrading to De-Grading:
Answers to Basic Questions
About Assessment

Todd Stewart

Todd Stewart is currently a
doctoral student in the
Doctor of Education
Leadership (Ed.L.D.)
program at HGSE. Prior to
beginning the Ed.L.D., he
worked for 17 years in the
Massachusetts public
schools as a social studies
teacher, assistant principal,
and most recently principal
of Central Tree Middle
School. He will again be
joining us to deliver 3
sessions: Immunity to
Change: The Reasons We
Often Fall Short of Our Most
Important Goals and What
We Can Do About It, How to
Better Support Your
Students, and Creating
Opportunities for
Continuous Growth and
Success.

Cheryl Jorgensen,

Ph.D.

Taking the stress and
uncertainty out of inclusion,
top expert Cheryl M.
Jorgensen guides you step
by step through her
accessible approach to
creating inclusive learning
environments for students
with autism, Down
syndrome, intellectual
disability, and multiple
disabilities. You'll get a clear
rationale for meaningful
inclusion and learn how to
use strengths-based,
person-centered planning to
meet the needs of each
individual student.

https://www.alfiekohn.org/articles/#interview_articles_hash
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Jeffrey Benson

Teaching the Whole Teen:
Everyday Practices for
Participation, Motivation,
and Persistence Jeffrey
Benson has worked in
almost every school context
in over 40 years of
experience in the �eld of
education: as a teacher in
elementary, middle, and high
schools; as an instructor in
undergraduate and graduate
programs; as an
administrator in day and
residential schools. He has
studied and worked side by
side with national leaders in
the �elds of special
education, learning theory,
trauma and addiction,
school reform, advisory
programs, math curriculum,
adult development, and
con�ict resolution. The core
of Jeffrey Benson’s work is in
understanding how people
learn, the starting point for
everything that schools
should do.

A. Cassandra Golding,

Ph.D.

Dr. Cassandra Golding is a
licensed clinical psychologist
with expertise in psycho-
educational, executive-
functioning and social-
emotional assessments. She
has specialized assessment
experience with: differential
diagnoses, anxiety, the
autism-spectrum, learning
disorders, ADHD,
psychological sequelae of
trauma, and family
functioning. Dr. Golding also
provides parent coaching /
consultation and individual
and family therapy for
children, adolescents, and
adults utilizing a large range
of evidence-based and
insight-oriented therapies to
improve psychological well-
being. As a true generalist
with diverse clinical training,
Dr. Golding is focused on
attending to the whole
person and their social-
ecological system. She will
facilitate three sessions on
Supporting Anxious and
Depressed Youth in the
Classroom.

Bill Atwood

Collins Associate Bill Atwood
is a master teacher and is
appreciated by his clients for
his expertise, sense of
humor, enthusiasm, and
ability to focus on practical
ideas to improve student
performance. Bill has over
20 years of experience in K-
12 schools and is the
recipient of a Presidential
Award for Excellence in Math
and Science Teaching. He
has designed and conducted
over 2,000 workshops for
teachers, parents, and
administrators in writing
across the curriculum, math,
science, and technology. He
is the author of How Did You
Get That? Seven Strategies
for Improving Written
Responses in Math and the
innovative Math Words in
Motion videos that teach
students math vocabulary.
Bill is also part of the
graduate faculty at
Castleton University and
Endicott College. Mr. Atwood
will facilitate three sessions:
The Power of FFIMA:
Frequent, Formative, In the
Moment Assessments, Will
To Learn with Me? Boosting
Student Engagement, and
Boost Your Brain with Math
Vocabulary. 
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More information coming soon!


